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When Mufic, heavenly maid, was young, 
While yet in early Greece the fung, 

The Paffions oft, to hear her fhell, 
Throng’d around her magic cel!, 
Exulting, trembling, raging, fainting, 
Poffeft beyond the Mufe’s painting ; 

By turns they felt the glowing mind 


Difturb'd, delighted, rais’d, 


USIC is as ancient as the 

worid. It feems to have been 
born with man, to accompany him in 
his painful career, to fweeten his la- 
bours, and charm away his cares. 
This was its firft employment. It 
was afterward confecrated to divine 
fervice ; and having thus rifen in dig- 
nity, it became of principal account 
among the people, in accompanying 
the traditional narratives, relative 
to the characters and exploits of their 
anceftors. Hence it came to be the 
firit fcience wherein their children 


refin’d. CoLuiinxs. 
were inftrufted. Mufic, and poetry 
its ally, accompanied all their ftudies. 
They even deified thofe, who were 
firit diftinguifhed in it. Apullo was 
of this number. Orpheus, Amphion, 
and Linus, for th ir eminent talents 
in this art, were accounted more than 
men. Philofophers applied themfelves 
to it. Pythagoras, Socrates, and 
Plato, recommended it as worthy of 
being cultivated, not only by their 
difciples, but by the veft regulated 
ftates. The Grecians, and, rarii- 
cularly, the Arcadians, enacted t.e 
flucy 
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ftudy of it by law; regarding it as 
indifpenfably neceflary to the com- 
mon welfare. A fcience fo generally 
cultivated, fhould have arrived at per- 
fettion very early ; yet did it continue 
in a ftate of imbecility, and without 
principles, till the times of Pytha- 
=. 

Till the time of this philofophe r, 
mufic was fo vague and uncertain, 
that it required an extraordinary effort 
of genius to reduce it to method and 
order. He precifely determined the 
proportions which founds bear to each 
other, and regulated harmony upon 
mathematical princi But he let 
the precifi on of his mind carry him 
too far, in fubjeting mufic to the 
f seafon alone, and ad- 
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of reafoning, in that, though they 
were convinced of the difference of 
grave and acute tones, and of the 
proportions fubfifting between them ; 
and that thofe proportions invariably 
depended upon the feveral lengths of 
the mufical chords; yet they never 
took the trouble of confidering this 
fo as to enter into the reafon of it. 
He determined, therefore, in decid- 
ing upon the principles of harmony, 
to make ufe, not only of reafon, but 
alio of the ear, as being of affiftance 
to each other; and, in confequence 
of this, he laid down a certain method 
of finding the proportions of founds. 
Had the ancients proceeded no fir- 
ther, mutic mutt be infinitely more 
indebted te them than it poibly could 
be to their fuccsfiors. “Lhe ancients 
have the fole merit of having laid 
down the firft exact principles of muiic ; 
and the writings of the Pythagoreans, 
of Ariftox enes, Euclid, Ariilides, Ni- 
comachus, Plutarch, andi many othe: 
even fuch of them as itil remain, con- 
tain every theory of mulic hitherto 
known. ‘They knew, as well as the 
moderns, the art of noting their 
tones, performed by means cf entire 
letters, either contracted or reverfed, 
placed on a line parallel to the words, 
and ferving for the direction, the one 
of the voice, and the other cf the in- 
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of Plato, it was fo conftructed, and fo 
full of variety, that he regarded it as 
dangerous, and too apt to relax the 
mind. When Anacreon flourifhed, it 
had already obtained forty ftrings. 
Ptolemy and Porphyry deicribe in- 
ftruments refembling the lute and the- 
orbo, having a handle with keys be- 
longing to it, and the ftrings extended 
from the handle over a concave body 
of wood. At Rome, is an ancient 
ftatue of Orpheus, with a mufical bow 
in his right hand, and a kind of a vio- 
lin in his left. And there is a pafiage 
in Tertullian, which deferves particu- 
lar confideration ; ‘ What an aitonith- 
ing hydraulic organ,’ fays he, * was 
that of Archimedes ; compofed of 
fuch a number of pieces, confiiting 
each of fo many dificrent parts, con- 
nected together by fuch a quantity of 
joints, and containing {uch a variety 
of pipes for the imitation of voices, 
conveyed in fech a multitude of 
founds, modulated into fuch a diver- 
fity of tones, breathed from fuch an 
immenfe combination of flutes ; and 
yet, all taken together, conftituting 
but one fing'e initrument !’—In this 
paflage, it is apparent, that the flute 
was carried to fuch a high degree of 
perfection among the ancients, that 
there were various kinds of them, 
and fo different in found, as to be 
wonderfully adapted to expreis all 
manner of fubjects. 

With refpect to harmony, it has 
been curforily treated of by many re- 
fpettable ancients. Macrobius {peaks 
of five notes, among which the bafe 
bears fuch a fymphony with thofe 
above it, that, however different, they 
altogether compofed one found. Pto- 
lemy, {peaking of the monochord, 
calls it a mighty fimple initrument, 
as having neither unifon, agcompani- 
ment, variety, nor complication of 
founds. Seneca, in one of his letters, 
fays to his friend, * Do not you ob- 
ferve how many different voices a 
band of mufic is compofed of ? There 
you have the bafe, the higher notes, 
and the intermediate, the ioft accents 
of women, and the tones of men in- 
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termingled with the founds of flutes, 
which, however feparately diftin&, 
form altogeth¢: but one harmony of 
found, in which each bears a fhare.’ 
Plato fuficiently makes it appear, that 
he knew what harmony was, when he 
fays, that mufic is a very proper ftudy 
for youth, and fhould employ three 
years of their time; but that it was 
improper to put them upon playing 
alternately in concert, it being enough 
for them, if they could accompany 
their voice with the lyre. And the 
reafon he gives for it is, that the ac- 
companiment of various inftruments, 
the bafe with thofe of a higher key, 
and the variety, and even oppofition 
of fymphonies, where mufic is played 
in divifions, can only emba:rais the 
minds cf youth. ‘True it is, the an- 
cients did not much pra¢tife compound 
mufic ; but that proceeded only from 
their not liking it. For Ariftotle, 
after afking why one initrument ac- 
companied only by a fingle voice 
gave more delight, than that very 
voice would do with a greater number, 
replies, that the multitude of inftru- 
ments only obiiructed the found of the 
fong, and hindered it from being 
heard. Yet the fame author, in ano- 
ther place, exprefsly {ays, that mufic, 
by the combination of the bafe and 
higher tones, and of notes long and 
fhort, and of a variety of voices, arifes 
in perfect harmony. And in the fol- 
lowing chapter, {peaking of the revo- 
lutions of the feveral planets, as per- 
fecily harmonizing with one another, 
they being all of them conducted by 
the fame principle, he draws a come 
parifon from mutic to illuitrate his fen- 
timents ; juft as in a chorus, fays he, 
of men and women, where all the va- 
ricty of voices, throuzh all the different 
tones, from the bafe to the higher notes, 
being under the guidance and direction 
of a mufician, perfectly correfpond 
with one another, and form a full 
harmony. Aurelius Cailiodorus de- 
fines fymphony to be the art of fa 
adjufting the bafe to the higher notes, 
and them to it, through all the voices 
and initiuments, whether they be wind 

or 











or ftringed inftruments, that thence 
an agreeable harmony may refult. 
And Horace fpeaks exprefsly of the 
bafe and higher tones, and the har- 
mony refulting from their concur- 
rence. ill thefe teftimonies, there- 
fore, uniting in favour of the har- 
mony of the ancients, ought not to 
leave us the leaft doubt reipecting this 
branch of their knowledge. We have 
feen the reafon why they did not much 
ufe harmony in concert. One fine 
voice alone, accompanied with one 
inftrument, regulated entirely by it, 
pleated them better than mere mufic 
without voices, and made a more 
lively impreffion on their feeling 
minds. And this is what even we 
ourfilves evcry day experience. 

I might here expatiate on the fur- 
prifing effects produced by the mufic 
of the ancients; but as the fubject 
would carry me too far, I fhall ter- 
minate this eflay with the conclufion 
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of Collins’ fublime and beautiful Ode 
to the Paffions : 


O Mufic, fphere-defcended maid, 
Friend of pleafure, wifdom’s aid, 
Why, goddefs, why to us denied ? 
Lay’ft thou thy ancient lyre afide ? 

As in that lov’d Athenian bower, 
You learn’d an all-commanding power, 
Thy mimic foul, O nymph endear'd, 
Can weil recall what then it heard. 
Whtere ss thy native fimple heart, 
Devote to virtue, fancy, art ? 

Arife, as in that elder time, 

Warm, energetic, chafte, fublime! 
Thy wonders, in that godlike age, 
Fill thy recording fifter’s p»ge. 

Tis faid, and I believe the tale, 

Thy humbleft reed could more prevail, 
Had more of ftrength, diviner raze, 
Than all which charms this laggard age, 
Ev’n all at once together found 
Cecilia’s mingled world of found—= 
O, bid our vain endeavours ceafe, 
Revive the juit defigns of Greece, 
Return in ail thy fimple ftate ! 
Confirm the tales her fons relate ! 


The WATERMAN of Besons: 4 Moral Take, 


The following beautiful Tale, replete with interefing Incidents, and the moft 
pl afing Delineatzons of virtuous Sentiment, is flcbed from a Tranflation, ju/t 
publifbed, of a Third Volume of New Moral Tales, dy the invent.ve Pen of 
Marmontel, cwho/e firmer Writings are too well known to our Readers, to need 


any Eulogy here. 


] Was ever fond of the country. 
As it is now the afylum of my old 
age, it was formerly the delight of 
my youthful years; and from rural 
{cenes {till proceed the moft interefting 
of my recollections. 

One fine evening, I was walking 
on the banks of the Seine, with two 
young women, to whom I fhall give 
the appellations of Sophia and Ade- 
ladie. I would lay a wager, faid J, 
fhowing them the litle habitation of 
a waterman, who followed the trade 
of fifherman too (for his nets were 
hanging near the door of his cottage) 
I would lay a wager, that under that 
humble roof there is more happinefs 
than in the moit fplendid palace.— 


Why fo? faid Sophia.—Becaufe its 
inhabitants defire only what can be 
had without difficulty ; and becaufe, 
after labour of an eafy kind, they en- 
joy the blefling of repofe. 

This way of feafoning the happi- 
nefs of life was little to the tafte of 
my youthful companions ; but, on ap- 
proaching the little houfe, we per- 
ceived that the air was perfumed by 2 
matelote*, on which the good folks 
within were going to fup. The la- 
dies then began to think, that a houfe 
which afforded a fupper of fo favoury 
a fmell might afford a tolerable thare 
of happinefs. They longed to tafle 
it 3 and laid a plan to return the next 
evening and eat fuch another at the 


* A matelote is a favourite dith in France ; confifting of eels ftewed in wine, with 


fpice and other favoury ingredients. 
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cottage. Jt was neceZary, however, 
to afk the fifherman if he were inclined 
to furnifh the treat. 

On coming into his houie; we 
found, fitting round a table, inviting 
to the eye, from the whitenefs of the 
linen, the cleannets of the difhes, and 
the golden colour of the houfehold 
bread, a family which exhibited not 
the mirthful feelings of hilarity, but 
the happy calm of content; a man 
about fifty; another fifteen years 
younger ; a woman of about five-and- 
twenty ; and three children ftanding 
befide her, the youngeft of whom 
might have been weaned fix months 
before ; which did not prevent his 
mother, ftill blooming with youth and 
health, from being again pregnant. 
Her hufband feemed modelled after 
the antique gladiator ; and his coun- 
tenance was the picture of franknefs 
and cordiality. As to the wife, it 
was eafy to fee that, before fhe be- 
came a mother, fhe muft have had 
the fhape of Diana ; whofe {mile and 
dignified modefty fhe bore upon her 
brow. 

She received us with an air of hof- 
pitality ; and afked politely to what 
fhe was indebted for the favour of our 
vifit. In pafling by, faid Adelaide, 
we were regaled with the fmell of an 
excellent matelote ; and we are come. 
The waterman’s wife did not wait 
for her conclufion, to make us an 
offer of their fupper. No faid we; 
tis to morrow that we fhould be glad 
of fuch a treat, if you will permit us 
to come to your houfe. 

The young man, {miling, promifed 
us a better matelote than theirs: at 
leait as good a one, faid‘he, as thofe 
I ufed to make in India, and that the 
Mogul was fo fond of. The Mogul! 
faid Sophia, with aftonifhment. Yes, 
replied he, the Great Mogul ; it was 
his favourite difh. Accordingly, he 
had taken a great liking to me; and 
we fhould ftill have been together, if 
a fad fellow of a neighbour, a certain 
king of Perfia, called Nadir-Kouli- 
Khan, had not come, without a word 
0: warning, to beat hi: army, plunder 
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his treafures, and carry off his cook. 
*Twas he who made me leave India. 
But I forgive him; for he was alfo 
the caufe of Bathilda’s efcaping with 
her innocence from the feraglio of the 
young Sophy, and of her coming to 
Befons to make me a prefent of thefe 
pretty children. 

What is all this? exclaimed the 
The truth, faid he, 
with great unconcern. But it is very 
aftonifhing. Not at all. Does not 
every thing in the world go with the 
ftream, and hap-hazard, as the fay- 
ing is? Mankind are all like floating 
wood ; one ftops here, another there, 
according to the winding of the bank, 
till the flood carries them again into 
the middie of the current. For in- 
ftance, my father-in law, whom you 
fee before you, would he be there 
if the czar Peter had not travelled in 
France; if Elifabeth, his daughter, 
had not put the crown upon her head ; 
and if, at that time, the Tartars had 
not made an incurfion into the king- 
dom of Kazan? You may add, faid 
the father, if a merchant of Dama@ 
cus had not believed in the tranfmi- 
gration of fouls ; and if fome accident 
had not put the Dey of Algiers’ time« 
piece out of order. 

We thought we were liftening to 
one of the Tales in the Arabian Nights 
Entertainment. But the young man 
and his father-in-law fmiled at our 
{urprife; and Bathilda, without at- 
tending to what they were faying, 
was thinking about the matelote. 

We are in hopes, faid Sophia, that 
all three of you will to-morrow favour 
us with a recital of your adventures. 
With all our hearts, faid they. Fare- 
well, then, till to-morrow ; for it is 
late, and we muft not keep you from 
your fupper. ; 

But on going away we reflected, 
that if our fociety knew what awaited 
us the next day at the waterman’s hut, 
they would all with to be of the party ; 
and that we might be more at our 
eafe, we agreed upon fecrecy. Not 
one of us could divine how fo many 
different epifodes could be conne&ted. 
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Have not the ¢ > good folks, faid Adelaide, 
been dreaming all this? And where 
is the perfon, faid I, who, ena a- 
vouring to recollect all the events of 
his i:fe, does not think dream d 
them ? Not you, indced ladies, whofe 
youthful years have gl ded fo peace- 
ully away. But pave you never 
yourfelves, in your ficep, been tor- 
mented with any of thofe frightful 
dreams, in which We icem to fll, 
and roll from precip ce to precipice, 
to Ai-uggle with the Waves, and to 
cimb up roccs? And have you never 
felt the inexpreflible pleafure we ex- 
perience when, upon waking, we find 
ourfelves all at once laid quictly in 
our beds, enjoying the repofe ne-cf- 
pe to our perturbed fpirits, and the 
ravifhing fight of fo many daogers fo 
faddealy difpelled. ‘This is, in my 
Opin'on, a moment of the trueit and 
mott. lively happine fs. Such, per- 
hans, were the fenfations of thefe 
good a on finding them{elves at 
Befors 

The next day, on comi: 
cottage, we faw a co} ious matelote 
itewing over a clear fre, in a veffel as 
, efplendent as the flame; aud after 
having for fome tme inhaled its fa- 
voury vapour, we went to wait for it 
ed on the lawn, where our table 
vas fpread. There we folicited our 
holls to relate their h itory. 
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Mine is not long, faid the youn 1g 
man. My Sicheo, Nicholas. Verbois, 
was what [ am, a waterman on the 


river. ‘This cottage was his. My 
mother was filter to the famous Lucas, 
the firft man in the world for provid- 
ing wedding-dinners, and for cook- 
ing matelotes. I was brought up in 
his tavern 5 and, at the aye of four- 
tecn, was almoit as knowing as him- 
felf. 

You cannot conccive, ladies, 
‘ood a {ciiool that tavern was to 1 
t was frequented by a great number 
of learned men, who talked like a 
— concerning the character of i 


worthy man; of the pieafure and ad- 
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* The extremity of one of the fuburbs of 
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vantage that, in every condition of 
Ife, attended the being juft, good, 
and honourable; of the ncblenefs and 
beauty of virtue ; and of the deformity 
and bafenefs of vice. Indeed, when 
thefe people, who knew every thing 
in the world, called back time paft, 
and cited examples of dignity of mind, 
rectitude, franknefs, and honour, they 
fet us a-longing ; and I who waited 
upon them, and liftened to their con- 
verfation, could never hear them with- 
out feeling a defire to be fuch a man 
as I heard them praife. They talked 
and talked, till at length, infpired by 
their converfation, | began to defpife 
a public-houfe; and determined to 
follow a profeffion, in which the mind 
might be more at large. My father 
was famous on the Seine: I followed 
his example ; and leaped into a boat 
as foon as I was able to handle an oar. 
But { foon grew tired of being a frefh- 
water failor, and was defirous of be- 
coming a feaman. I went dowa the 
river to Havre-de-Grace, entered for 
a failor, and in fix months was in 
India. 

I was in hopes of being made pi- 
lot; and then—and then, whatever 
fortune might pleafe. But it has 
been truly faid, that we cannot avoid 
our deftiny ; and mine had refolved 
that | fhould be a waterman at Befons. 
W nen we were arrived in India, our 
captain having boafted of fome difhes 
I had cooked on board the thip, no- 
thing was talked of but my talent. [ 
was fent for by the governor. He 
made trial of me; and was fo well 
fatisfied, that, to pleafe the N-zam of 
the Decan, awho was defirous of hav- 
ing a French cook, I was chofen to 
be fent to his highnefs. 

The Nizam going to pay his court 
at Delhi, I accompanied him thither ; 
and in the entertainments he gave, I 
did fo much to fupport the reputation 
of Gros-Caillou *, that the emperor, 
who heard nothing fpoken of but 

French ragouts, prevailed on the Ni- 
zain to turn me over to him. ‘The 
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Mogul was fond of good eating ; and 
I did my beft to regale him. <Ac- 
cordingly we were thie beft friend: in 
the world ; and who knows, to what 
height his favour might hae raifed 
me? Nothing lefs than a king of 
Perfia could overturn my hopes. 

All of a fudden | heard that the 
frontiers of the empire were attacked, 
and that this king of Perfia, called 
Nadir Kouli-Khan, was advancing at 
the head of a hundred thoufand men. 
He iubdued and plundered the pro- 
vinces, and wrote to my matter, that 
every thing he did was out of pure 
fiiendfhip. At length, after having 
beat a million of had foldiers, taken 
their camp, rifled their baggaze, arms, 
and artillery, he came very cordially 
to refide at Delhi, dined, fupped, end 
lodged in the emperor's palace; and 
thinking he did him a great favcur 
by leaving him in pofl flion of his 
crown, carried off his immente trea- 
fares. It was necefiary, befides, to 
give him a fplendid entertainment 
every day. 

Before he went away he married 
Allah Mirza, one of his fons, to a 


princefs of Hindooftan ; a d the Mo- 
gu! was likewife obliged to give the 
wedding-dinner. I leave you to judge 
whether I cooked it with good will. 
I could have withed to make them 


{wallow vipers inttead of ecls. But, 
nevertheleis, I made the matclote lixe 
an hone!t man; and luckily it was I 
did, as you fhall hear rrefently. 
Nadir found it fo good, and eat fo 
much of it, in {vite of his boafted ab- 
ftemiouine(fs, that he was taken very 
il at night, Nor was any thing 
more natural. Six of his guards, 
with their naked fwords, came fud- 
denly to break my reft, and ordered 
me to get up and follow them. | 
obeyed ; and was condutted to \adir’s 
apartment, where [ found him half 
reclined upon a fofa, and thought | 
faw a terrible giant His whitkers 
ftocd an end, his face was in a flame, 
and his eyes fparkled with rage. I 
“annot draw my breath, faid he ; and 
feel horrible gripings. You have 


ef 


poifoned me with your treacherous 
Con‘efs your crime, and I 
will pardon it; for you «ill only have 
obeyed yourorders. <A I’rench cook, 
faid i, knows how to feafon, but net 
how to poifon a ragout—This cool 
and haughty acfwer atonifhed him. 
What is it then, faid he, that oc- 
cafions the grivings whch b feel ?— 
I believe that [ know, as(wered I 
but I will tell it te you alone He 
then bade his guar's withdraw, and 
ordered me to fpeak. King of the 
Perfians, faid I, eels are very hard 
of digeftion. Your highnefs has eaten 
too much —That may be, revlied he ; 
and you have acted prudently in tell- 
ing it to mealone. Your words would 
otherwife ha e coft you your hfe. Do 
you know any remedy for my in- 
iem erance? Yes, faid I; a bowl of 
warm water fwallowed at a draught. 
He drank it; ard filt himlelf re- 
lieved. —Harxe-, faid he ; I am oblig- 
edto you for saving made me ac- 
quainted with the luxury of good eat- 
ing But a furfeit is unworthy of me ; 
and whether the excefs I have fallen 
into be your fault or mine, I if 
u>on fecrecy ; vour head hall be an- 
fwerable for it; and for my better 
affurance, -I fhall take you away with 
me to-morrow. 

What! faid Adelaide, fo now you 
are in Perfia, in the fervice of Kouli- 
Khan! Yes, replied the youn man, 
I esdeavoured in vain to ward off the 
blow I reprefented to him that he 
had taken his treafures, two of his 
provinces, and all his diamonds from 
my good mafter, and conjured him to 
leave him at leaftatrue friend. His 
only anfwer was a haughty fmile; and 
the next day I was obliged to fet off 
for Perfia, where I remained feven 
years. 

Nadir, during the whole of that 
time, was engaged in his war with 
the Turks; but on his return home 
at the peace, he thought he perceived 
that his court was grown effeminate 
and dainty, and accufed me of hav- 
ing fpoiled the palaie of his children. 
He behaved, however, with gene- 
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rofity; for having fent for me, he 
addrefled me thus: French cook, I 
elleem you; you have given me 
proofs of franknefs and courage, and 
you make excellent ragouts; but you 
render us intemperate; and it is my 
duty to bring up my children in tempe- 
rance. Depart, then, loaded with my 
faivcurs. His meafure was not {par- 
ing of the purfes of gold ; and I fet off. 

My firft intention was to return to 
Delhi to confole my good mafter ; for 
1 knew he was unfortunate. But my 
return to my native country with my 
purfes of gold had fuch charms for me, 
that I could not refift it. I was fol- 
lowing a caravan on its way to Syria, 
whither I was going to take fhipping ; 
when, in the plains of Diarbek, be- 
yond the Tigris, the caravan was at- 
tacked by the Arabs, and the good 
Muffelmans and myfelf were all of us 
rifed. Nothing was more common : 
theie Arabs were thieves, as I was a 
cook ; and after having feen the Mo- 
gul ftripped of millions, you muft 
needs think that J was not much fur- 
prif! to fee my little fortune confif- 
cated : it was the cuftom of the coun- 
try. I made my efcape to Aleppo 
with a few feguins that I had luckily 
contrived to conceal from my plun- 
derers. 

Aleppo is a commercial city in the 
Levant; and there I hoped foon to 
find {ome means of getting a paflage 
to Europe. I was not deceived. But 


what I found there, that I did not 


expect, was my wife. The poor girl 
was a flave, and, with a crowd of 
others, was expofed to fale in the 
market of Aleppo, rather fcantily 
clad, and with a veil over her eyes. 
In her fellows in misfortune I per- 
ceived neither emotion, nor fhame, 
nor fadnefs ; but every time that, her 
veil was lifted up, I faw the tears 
ftrcam down her bofom: they had 
wetted even the veil. IJ alfo faw her 
{mooth cheeks covered with the bluih 
of decert fhame. Jt touched me to 
the foul; and in pafling near her, I 
could not help faying, in the language 
ef my country, ¢ Voor girl! Taele 


words of French ftruck her ear; and 
though [ had affumed the Armenian 
habit, fhe was in hopes fhe fhould not 
find me a foreigner. Who then are 
you, faid the, in a low voice, who 
{peak my language, and feem to com- 
miferate my wretched fituation? At 
thefe words I felt my heart palpitate. 
Never in my life had I experienced 
the like emotion; and I believe that 
from that moment I loved her as 
much as I love her now. 

If you be a Frenchman, if you be 
a Chriftian, faid fhe, buy me, and 
fave me from thefe infidels. Ah! the 
curfed Arabs! Why did they rob me 
of my gold? With what joy would 
I have laid it out in the redemption 
of the fair flave! I counted the few 
fequins that remained ; and addreffin 
myfelf to the Syrian who had pmo 
her to fale, afked him her price. The 
value he fet upon her far exceeded my 
means: however, I did not feem at 
firft inclined to renounce the bargain ; 
and the merchant, to give me a 
greater defire of concluding it, letting 
me examine her at my leifure, I had 
time enough to tell her that I was 
grieved at not being rich enough to 
pay for her; that I was a French- 
man ; that I was going to devife the 
means of procuring her ranfom in my 
own country ; that my name was An- 
drew Verbois ; that I fhould live in 
the village of Befons, near Paris; 
that I begged her, if poflible, to let 
me know what might become of her ; 
that I would never forget her; and 
entreated her never to forget me. 
She promifed fhe would not; and 
told me her name was Bath'lda Lori- 
zan. She added, that in all proba- 
bility her father was a flave, like her ; 
and that her greateft grief was the 
being feparated from him, without 
any hope of ever feeing him again. 

In a moment an old rogue of a 
Cypriot came to tell her that fhe be- 
longed to him; and I faw her carried 
away. Ah! thecurfed Arabs! Why 
did they rob me of my gold? 

From Aleppo to Smyrna, where I 
embarked, and from Smyrna to Mar- 

feilles, 
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feilles, and from Marfcilles hither, I 
felt but one regret, and entertained 
but one thought. The fine eyes 
ftreaming with tears; the fuppliant 
look of mildnefs and fenfibility ; the 
voice, the found of which had pierced 
me to the heart; alfo haunted my 
mind, that I inceflantly fancied I 
heard and faw her. 

But when, on my arrival at Befons, 
I found this cottage abandoned ; and 
learned that my father, in the break- 
ing up_of the ice the preceding win- 
ter, had perifhed in his attempt to 
fave fome drowning men, this forrow. 
made me forget the other, and at firft 
quite deprefled my fpirits. But I re- 
covered them; and the recollection of 
Bathjlda returned more ftrongly than 
ever. 

I had entertained hopes of intereft- 
ing my old uncle Lucas in her favour. 
Every wedding-dinner, and every 
feaft given at his houfe, will contri- 
bute, faid I, to the ranfom of this 
amiable girl; for wine and joy make 
good people ttill better, and heighten 
their fenfibility. My uncle himfelf 
is fo kind! he will add to the heap ! 
and I, by my labour, will endeavour 
to complete it: I thall at laft receive 
fome accounts from Bathilda; and 
will fet off as foon as I fhall know 
where to find her. 

But Lucas was no longer the fame: 
he had grown rich, and was become 
avaricious. He had given up his 
public-houfe; was now a village gen- 
tleman ; and when I went to fee him, 
gave me a cool reception. He told 
me, that if I had been guided by him, 
I fhould have fucceeded him in his 
profeffion ; but that I liked better to 
lead a roving life ; and he had only 
One picce of advice to give me, which 
was to lead a roving life fill, or to 
return to my oar. I was quite as 
proud as he. I anfwered, that I was 
young ; that I hada ftrong arm, and 
a good heart; that I afked him for 
nothing but his good-will in return 
for mine ; and that this was a bargain 
by which he would not be ruined. 


+ An order of monks. 
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I returned then to labour, and my 
labour was unremitting. In the port, 
on board barges; at the ferry when 
there was a crowd of pafiengers ; 
fometimes fifherman, and fometimes 
waterman; day and night I was every 
where atouce ; and this in hopes that 
my accumulated gains might one day 
or other redeem the unfoiiunate Ba- 
thilda. But where was I to go in 
fearch of her? That was the greateft 
of my cares, 

Luckily I heard at laft that there 
was going to be a proceffion at Paris 
of captives lately delivered from fla- 
very. Ah! faid I, fome of them 
may perhaps tell me what is become 
of Bathilda. Some of them may have 
met with her at Tripoli, Tunis, or 
Algiers. I went to the Mathurins * 
to wait for the captives; and quef- 
tioned them one after another ; afking 
each, if he had never heard any men- 
tion of a flave of the name of Bathilda 
Lorizan, a Frenchwoman by birth, 
whofe father was alfo a captive in the 
Levant. 

You may judge of his furprife when 
it was to himielf that I fpoke. Ah! 
good young man! faid he, what 
makes you intereft yourfelf in favour 
of that family ? I am her unfortunate 
father; and would to heaven it were 
poflible for me to know where my 
daughter is detained. But tell me 
what generous motive gives you 2 
concern in our fate? I related to him 
my adventure; and the fituation in 
which I had left his darling child 
made him fhed a torrent of tears. 

Come, faid I, heaven will perhaps 
hear our prayers; for heaven is a 
friend to good people. You fee it 
has already brought two of us toze- 
ther; and why may it not with equal 
eafe make our number three. 

He eagerly atked if I had not been 
obliged to deny my faith in India or 
Perfia. No, by St. Nicholas + ! 
faid I. They knew that I was a 
Frenchman ; I ferved them like a 
freeman; and they faid no more to 
me about the Credo than about the 


+ The patron of watermen, 


Koran. 











14 THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


Koran. ‘The good father, on hearing 
this, lifted up his hands ¢ 
and I faw that he was thinking 
daugh:er. As to me, from that mo- 
meit he p Pa ed to treat me lixe 
a friend, and intiuied me with the 
fecret of his ditrefs 

At fifty yeas of age, alone, for- 
lorn, wit..out fortune, wi:houi a trade, 
and only poiieii'd of knowledge, 
whe, nobody itood jn need, what 
was to b come of him? What is to 
hucome of you? faid 1: is that what 
ma':es you uneafy? Why, I know a 
bufin {$s which you will lea n in four 
days, and by which a man may earn 









a livelihood. Come and be a fither- 


man with me at Befons. There is 
room eaough in my hut for us both, 
and for Bathild a too; for I have told 
her my name and my abode; and 
after what has happened to us, I am 
more in hopes than ever of bring ging 
her to you on fome happy day. We 
fupped as well, and more at our ea/e, 
than did the king of Perfia and the 
M gul; and after a few glaffes of old 
wine, that I kept for my friends, and 
my mate lotes, he told me his fiory, as 
he is going to tell it co you. 

Ci io be continued. ] 


A Defcriptian of the Ifland of CARNiconaR, and the Customs and 
"Manners of Aes innapirants; by Mr. G. Hamitton, 


{ From the Afiatic Refearches, Vo!. II. J 


FS" THE iand of Carnicobar is the 
i no:thernmoit of that cluiter in 
the Bay of Bengal, which goes by the 
same of the Nicobars 7 is low, of 
2 round ficure, about forty miles in 
cucunference, and a 2p ars, at adif- 
tance, as if entirely covered with 
trees : however, there are fe. eval well 
ired and delightful fpots ujon it. 
Fhe foilisa black kind of clay, and 
marfhy. It produces in great abund- 
ance and with i little care, mol of the 
vical fruits, as pine-appies, ni wn- 
; ‘ 
tains, papay as, COCoa-nut ts, and are 
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onet Saree. The only four-footed 
anim. upon this ifland are hogs, 


he re rh and an animal of 
the lzard kind, but j mi ciled by 
the natives tolouqui : thefe frequently 
carry of fowls and chickens. The 
the only kind of poultry are hens, - 
thoie not 10 great plenty. There ar 
abunda:ice of inakes of many different 
kinds ; and the inhabisants frequently 
die of their bites. The timber is of 
many forts, in great plenty, and fome 
of it iemarkably large, affording ex- 
cellent materials for build ling thips. 
The natives are low in flature, but 
wade, and furprifingly ac- 


tive and itiong; they are copper-co- 








very well n 


loured, and their features have a cat 
of the Malay; quite the reverfe of 
elegant. ‘Tne women, in particular, 
are extremely ugly. The men cut 
their hair fhort; and the women have 
their head fhaved quite bare, and 
wear no covering but a fhort petti- 
coat, ma ide of a ‘fort of rufh or dry 

grats, which reaches haif way down 
the thigh. This grafs is not inter- 
woven, but hangs round the perfon 
fomething like the thatc! hing of a 
houfe. Such of them as have re- 
ceived prefents of cloth petticoats 
from the fhips, commonly tie them 
immediately under the arms. The 
men wear nothing but a narrow ftrip 
of cloth about the middle. The ears 
of both fexes are pierced when young ; 
and by fqueezing into the holes large 
plugs of wood, or hanging heavy 
weights of fhells, they contrive to 

render them wide and difagreeable 
to look at. ‘They are naturaily dif- 
pofed to be good-humoured and gay, 
and are very fond of fitting at table 
with Europeans, where they eat every 
thing that is fet before them ; and 
they eat moft enormoufly. ‘They do 
wet care much for wine, but will 
drink bumpers of arrack as long as 
they can fee. A great part of their 
time 
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time is fpent in feafting and dancing. 
When a feait is held at any village, 
every one, that choofes, goes unin- 
vited, for they are utter firangers to 
ceremony. At thole feaits they eat 
quantities of pork, which is their fa- 
vourite food. ‘Their hogs are remark- 
ably fat, being fed upon the cocoa- 
nut kernel and fea-water : indeed all 
their domeitic animals, fowls, dogs, 
&c. are fed upon the fame. They 
have likewife pleaty of fimall fea fith 
which they (trike very dexteroufly 
with lances, wading into the fea about 
knee deep. ‘They are fure of killing 
a very finall fith at ten or twelve yards 
diltance. ‘They eat the pork almoft 
raw, giving it only a hafty grill over 
a quick fire. ‘They roafted a fowl, by 
running a piece of wood through it, 
by way of {pit, and holding it over a 
brifk fire, until the feathers are burnt 
off, when it is ready for eating, in 
their tafte. ‘They never drink wa- 
ter; only cocoa-nut milk and a liquor 
called foura, which oozes from the 
cocoa-nut tree after cutting off the 
young fprouts or flowers. ‘This they 
faffer to ferment before it is ufed, and 
then it is intoxicatin>; to which qua- 
lity they add much by their method 
of drinking it, by fucking it flowly 
through a imall ftraw. After eating, 
the young men and women, who are 
fancifully dreit with leaves, goto danc- 
ing, and the old people jurround them 
fmoaking tobacco and drinking foura. 
The dancers, while performing, fing 
fome of their tunes, which are far fra1 

wanting harmony, and to which they 
keep exact time. Of maficil initru- 
ments they have only one kind, and 
that the fimpleit. tis a hollow bam- 
boo about two feet and a half lone and 
three inches in diameter. along the 
outfide of which there is ftretched 
from end to end a fingle ftring made 
of the threads of a fplit cane, aad the 
place under the ftring is hollowed a 
little to prevent it from touching. 
This inftrument is played upon in the 
fame manner as a guitar. It is capa- 
ble of producing but few notes; the 
performer however makes it {peak 
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harmonioufly, and generally accom- 
panics it with the voice. 

What they know of phyfic is fmall 

and fimple. I had once ogcation to 
fee an operation in furgery performed 
on the toe of a girl, who had been 
fiung by a fcorpion or centipee. The 
wound was att:nded with a confider- 
able {w:lling, and the little patient 
eemed in great pain. One of tne 
natives produced the under jaw of a 
fmail fifh, which was long, and plant- 
ed with two rows of teeth as fharp as 
needles ; taking this in one hand, 
and a {mall flick by way of hammer 
in the other, he ftuc the teeth three 
or four times into the {welling, and 
made it biced freely : the toe was then 
bound up with certain lea-es, and 
next day the child was running about 
perfe@ily well. 

Their houfes are generally built 
upon the beach in villages of fiftzen 
or twenty houfes each ; and each houfe 
contains a family of twenty perfons 
and upward. Thefe habitations are 
raifed upon wooden pillars about ten 
feet from the ground ; they are round, 
and having no windows, look like ‘ 
bee-hives, covered with thatch. The 
entry is through a trap door bclow, 
where the fa nily mount by a ladder, 
which is drawa up at night. ‘This 
manner of building is intended to fe- 
cure the houf.s from being infeited 
with fhakes, and rats, and for that 
purpofe the pillars are bound round 
with a f{mooth kind of leaf, which 
trom being able to 
mount ; befide which each pillar has 
a broad flat piece cf wood near the 
top of it, the projeciing of which ef- 
fectually prevents the further progrets 
of fuch vermin as may hav. pailed 
the leaf. The flooring is made with 
thin {trips of bamboos laid at fuch 
difiances from one another, as to leave 
free admiffion for light and air, and 
the infid y hed and deco. 
rated with fithing lances, nets, &c. 

The cloth is quite 
unknown to the { 
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change for their nuts (which are 
reckoned the fineft in this part of In- 
dia) they will accept of but few arti- 
cles: what they chiefly with for is 
cloth of different colours, hatchets, 
and hanger blades, which they ufe in 
cutting down the nuts. Tobacco and 
arrack they are very fond of, but ex- 
pect thefe in prefents. They have no 
money of their own, nor will they 
allow any value to the corn of other 
countries, further than as they happen 
to fancy them for ornaments; the 
young women fometimes hanging 
ftrings of dollars about their necks. 
However they are good judges of gold 
and filver, and it is no ealy matter to 
impofe bafer metals upon them, as 
fuch. 

‘They purchafe a much larger quan- 
tity of cloth, than is confumed upon 
their own ifland. This is intended 
for the Choury market. Choury isa 
{mall ifland to the fouthward of theirs, 
to which a large fleet of their boats 
fails every year about November, to 
exchange cloth for canoes ; for they 
cannot make thefe themfelves. This 
voyage they perform by the help of 
the fun and ftars ; for they know no- 
thing of the compafs. 

In their difpofition there are two 
remarkable qualities. One is their 
entire neglect of compliment and ce- 
remony, and the other, their averfion 
to difhonefty. A Carnicobarian tra- 
velling to a diftant village upon bufi- 
nefs or amufement, pafies through 
many towns in his way without per- 
haps {peaking to any one: if he is 
hungry or tired, he goes up into the 
neareit houfe, and helps himfelf to 
what he wants, fits till he is reft- 
ed, without taking the fmalleft notice 
of any of the family, unlefs he has 
bufinefs or news to communicate. 
Theft or robbery is fo very rare a- 
mong them, that a man going out of 
his houfe, never takes away his lad- 


der, or fhuts his door, but leaves it, 


open for any body to enter that 
pleafes, without the leatt apprehenfion 
of having any thing flolen. 
‘Their intercourfe with itrangers is 
2 


fo frequent, that they have acquired, 
in general, the barbarous Portuguefe, 
fo common over India, ‘Their own 
language has a found quite different 
from moft others, their words being 
pronounced with a kind of a ftop, or 
catch in the throat, at every fyllable. 

They have no notion of a God, 
but they believe firmly in the devil, 
and worthip him from fear. In every 
village there is a high pole erected 
with long ftrings of ground-rattans 
hanging from it, which, it is faid, has 
the virtue to keep him at a diftance. 
When they fee any figns of an ap- 
proaching ftorm, they imagine that 
the devil intends them a vilit, upon 
which many fuperftitious ceremonies 
are performed. The people of every 
village march round.their own bound- 
aries, and fix up at different diitances 
fmall fticks {plit at the top, into which 
fplit they put a piece of cocoa-nut, a 
wifp of tobacco, and the leaf of a 
certain plant: whether this is meant 
as a peace offering to the devil, or a 
{carecrow to frighten him away, does 
not appear. 

When a man dies, all his live ftock, 
cloth, hatchets, fifhing lances, and all 
his moveables are buried with him, and 
his death is mourned by the whole 
village. In one view this is an ex- 
cellent cuftom, feeing it prevents all 
difputes about the property cf the de- 
ceafed among his relations. His wife 
muit conform to cuom by having 
a joint cut off from one of her fingers ; 
and, if the refufes this, fhe muit fub- 
mit to have a deep notch cut in one 
of the pillars of her houfe. 

I was once prefent at the fuueral 
of an old woman. When we went 
into the houfe, which had belonged 
to the deccafed, we found it full of her 
female relations ; fome of them were 
employed in wrapping up the corpfe 
in leaves and cloth, and others tear- 
ing to pieces all the cloth which bad 
belonged to her. In another houfe 
hard by, the men of the village, with 
a great many others from the neigh- 
bouring towns, were fitting drinking 
foura and imoaking tobacco. In the 
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mean time, two ftout young fellows 
were bufy digging a grave in the fand 
near the houfe. When the women 
had done with the corpfe, they fet up 
a moft hideous howl, upon which the 
people began to affemble round the 
grave, and four men went up into the 
houfe to bring down the body ; in do- 
ing this they were much interrupted 
by a young man, fon to the deceafed, 
who endeavoured with all his might 
to prevent them, but finding it in 
vain, he clung round the body, and 
was carried to the grave along with 
it: there, after a violent firuggle, 
he was turned away, and conducted 
back to the houfe. The corpfe be- 
ing now put into the grave, and the 


ae 
lafhings, which bound the legs and 
arms cut, all the live flock, which 
had been the property of the deceafed, 
confifting of about half a dozen hogs, 
and as many fowls, was killed, and 
flung in above it; a man then ap- 
proached with a bunch of leaves ftuck 
upon the end of a pole, which he 
fwept two or three times gently along 
the corpfe, and then the grave was 
filled up. During the ceremony, the 
women continued to make the moft 
horrible vocal concert imaginable : 
the men faid nothing. A few days 
afterward, a kind of a monument was 
erected over the grave, with a pole 
upon it, to which long ftrips of cloth 
of different colours were hung. 


Memoirs of the Lire and WritinGs off Dantet DE Foe; 
With a fine Portrait of that celebrated Author. 


Aniet De For, a voluminous 

political and mifcellaneous writer 
of the latter part of the laft, and be- 
gining of the prefent century (but 
principally celebrated as the author of 
one of the moft popular works of any 
language, The Adventures of Ro- 
binfon Crufoe) was born in Londons 
about the year 1653. He was the 
fon of James Foe, citizen and butcher, 
of the parifh of St. Giles’, Cripple- 
gate : his grandfather was Daniel Foe, 
of Elton, in the county of Northamp- 
ton, yoeman. How he came by the 
name of De Foe we are not informed : 
his enemies have aflerted, that he af- 
fumed the De, in order that he might 
not be thought an Englifhman. It 
certainly appeared, from the books of 
the Chamberlain of London, (lately 
deftroyed by a fire at Guildhall) that 
by the name of Daniel Foe, our author 
was admitted to the freedom of the 
city by birth, on the 26th of January 
1687-8 *, 

The family of De Foe were pro- 
teftant diffenters ; but of what deno- 
mination it is not eafy to know; nor 
is the circumftance of any confe- 
quence. The proteftant diffenters, 


(when they underftand their own prin- 
ciples, which is not always the cafe) 
however they may differ on dodrinal 
points, or modes of church govern- 
ment, have but one general ground of 
diflent from the church of England ; 
namely, the abfolute denial of the 
authority claimed by that church, ia 
the twentieth of the thirty-nine arti- 
cles agreed upon in convocation in the 
year 1562. De Foe, who had re- 
ceived a liberal education, at a dif- 
fenting academy at Newington Green, 
near London, was himfelf a difienter 
upon principle and reflection. ‘From 
his various writings,’ fays Mr. Chal- 
mers, ‘ it is plain, that lhe was a 
zealous defender of the principles of 
the diflenters, and a ftrenuous fap- 
porter of their politics, before the 
liberality of our rulers had ireed this 
condutt from danger. Ie merits the 
praife which is due to fincerity in 
manner of thinking, and to uni/ormity 
in habits of acting, whatever obloquy 
may have been cait on his name, by 
attributing writings to him, which, 
as they belonged to others, he was 
fludious to diiavow.’ 

De Foe commenced author before 


* Life of Daniel De Foe, by George Chalmers, efq. prefixed to Siockdale’s edition 
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he was twenty-one. His firft publi- 
cation, in 1687, was ‘ A Treatife 
againft the ‘Turks ;’ which was written 
againft a fentiment very prevalent, at 
that time, in favour of the Ottomans, 
as oppofed to the houfe of Auttria. 
He was a man who would fight as 
well as write; and, before he was 
three-and-twenty, in June 1685, he 
appeared in arms for the duke of 
Monmouth. Of this exploit he boatt- 
ed in the latter part of his life, when 
it was no longer dangerous to avow 
his participation in that imprudent 
enterprife, with greater men of fimi- 
lar principles *. 

To efcape from dangers of bat- 
tle was not wonderful ; but how he a- 
voided the fanguinary rage of Jefferies 
has not been accounted for. Itis cer- 
tain, that his zeal was too ardent to 
be ina¢tive. In a tra&t againft the 
proclamation for the repeal of the pe- 
nal laws in 1687, he very efficaciously 
oppofed the unconftitutional meafures 
purfued by king James II; warning 
the diffenters againft the fecret dan- 
gers of the infidious toleration with 
which that infatuated monarch at- 
temped to deceive them. But nei- 
ther this tract, nor that againft the 
Turks, did he think proper to re- 

ublith in the fubfequent collection of 
his writings. 

As he had endeavoured to promote 
the revolution by his pen and his 
iword, he had the fatisfaction of par- 
ticipating in the pleafures and advan- 
tages of that great event. During 
the hilarity of the moment, the lord- 
mayor of London afked king William 
to partake of the city feaft on the zoth 
of Ottober, 168g. Every honour 
was paid to the fovereign of the peo- 
ple’s choice. A regiment of volun- 
teers, compofed of the chief citizens, 
and commanded by the celebrated earl 


* An Appeal to Honour and Juftice, &c. 


+ Oldmixon’s Hitt. vol. ii. page 37. 
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of Peterborough, attended the king 
and queen from Whitehall to the man- 
fion houfe. Among thefe troopers, 
gallantly mounted, and richly ac- 
coutred, was Daniel De Foe +. 
While our author thus courted no- 
tice, he is faid to have acted as a 
hofier in Freeman’s-court, Cornhill ; 
but the hofier ¢ and the poet are ir- 
reconcileable characters. With the 
ufual imprudence of fuperior genius, 
he was carried by his vivacity into 
companies who were gratified by his 
wit. He fpent thofe hours with a 
fociety for the cultivation of polite 
learning, which he ought to have 
employed in the calculations of the 
counting-houfe ; and being obliged to 
abfcond from his creditors in 1692, 
he attributed thofe misfortunes to the 
war, which were probably owing to 
his own mifconduét. An angry cre- 
ditor took out a commiffion of bank- 
ruptcy, which was fuperfeded on the 
petition of thofe to whom he was moft 
indebted, who accepted a compofition 
on his fingle bond. This he punttu- 
ally paid, by the efforts of unwearied 
diligence. But fome of thofe credi- 
tors, who had been thus fatisfied, fall- 
ing afterward into diftrefs themfelves, 
De Foe voluntarily paid them their 
whole claims; being then in rifing 
circumftances from king Willam’s fa- 
vour. This is an example of in- 
tegrity, which it would be unjuft to 
conceal. Being reproached, in 1705, 
by lord Haverfham, with mercenari- 
nefs, our author feelingly obferves, 
how, with a numerous family, and 
no helps but his own induftry, he had 
forced his way with undifcouraged di- 
ligence, through a fea of misfortunes, 
and reduced his debts, exclufive of 
compofition, from feventeen thoufand 
to lefs than five thoufand pounds |}. 
He had been concerned in fome pan- 


by Daniel De Foe, Svo. 1715. 


T ayy yee by Tutchin, in his Obfervator, with haviag been apprentice to 


2 hofier, 
he had been a trader. 


dling a little to Portugal. 


le Foe aflerts, that he never was a hofier, or an apprentice, but admits that 


Review, vol. ii. page 149- Oldmixon, who never {peaks fa- 
vourably of De Foe, allows that he had never been a merchant, ctherwifé than by ped- 


Hitt. ii. page 519. 
t Reply to lord Haverfham’s Vindication. 
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ile works near Tilbury-fort: and 
thefe he continued to carry on, though 
probably with no great fuccefs, 

While he was yet under thirty, and 
had mortified no great man by his 
fatire, or offended any party by his 
pamphlets, he had acquired friends by 
his powers of pleafing, who did not, 
with the ufual inftability of friend- 
fhips, defert him in his diftreffes. 
They offered to fettle him asa factor 
at Cadiz, where, as a trader, he had 
fome previous correfpondence. But, 
as he aflures us in his old age, * Pro- 
vidence, which had other work for 
him to do, placed a fecret averfion in 
his mind to quitting England. 

De Foe was prompted by a vigo- 
rous mind to think of a variety of 
{chemes for the benefit of his country ; 
and, in January 1697, he publithed 
his Effay upon Projects It is curious 
to trace a thought, to fee where it firit 


originated, or how it was afterward 


expanded. Among other projects, 
which thew an extenfive range of 
knowledge, he fuggefts to king Wil- 
liam the imitation of Lewis XIV, in 
the eftablifhment of a fociety for en- 
couraging polite learning, refining 
the Englifh language, and prevent- 
ing barbarifms of manners. Prior of- 
fered, in 1700, the fame projec to 
William, in his Carmen Seculare ; 
Swift mentioned, in 1710, to the earl 
of Oxford ‘ a propofal for improving 
the Englifh tongue;’ and Tickell 
flatters himfelf, In his Profpect of 
Peace, that our ‘daring language 
fhall {port no more in arbitrary found.’ 
In 1695, De Foe was appointed ac- 
comptant to the commiflioners for ma~ 
naging the duties on glafs; but he 
loit this place in 1699, when the tax 
was fupprefled by aét of parliament. 
In 1701, appeared the firft effort 
of his fatirical mufe, The True-born 
Kinglifhman. Of the origin of this 
fatire, he gives the following account : 
‘ During this time came out an ab- 
horred pamphlet, in very ill verie, 
written by one Mr. Tutchen, and 
called The l’oreigners ; in which the 
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author, who he was I then knew not, 
fell perfonally upon the’ king, then 
upon the Dutch nation, and, after 
having reproached his majefty with 
crimes that his worft enemies could 
not think of without horror, he fums 
up all in the odious name of Fo- 
reigner. This filled me with a kind 
of rage againit the book, and gave 
birth to this trifle’—The fale was 
rodigious; and for the defence of 
ing William, De Foe was amply 
rewarded; and he was admitted to 
perfonal interviews with the king, 
who was no reader of poet 

After the peace of Ryfwick, our 
author publifhed An Argument, to 
prove that a ftanding army, with con- 
fent of parliament, 1s not inconfiftent 
with a free government. ‘¢ J.iberty 
and property,’ fays he, ¢ are the glo- 
rious attributes of the Englifh nation ; 
and the dearer they are to us, the 
lefs danger we are of loofing them: 
but I could never yet fee it proved, 
that the danger of loofing them by a 
fmall army was fuch, as we fhould 
expofe ourfelves to all the world for 
it. It is not the king of England 
alone, but the {word of England in 
the hand of the king, that gives laws 
of peace and war to Europe: and 
thofe who would thus wreit the {word 
out of his hand in time of peace, bid 
the faireft of all men to renew the 
war.’—On this interefting topic, De 
Foe difplays equal ftrength of argu~ 

ment and elegance of language. 
When the grand jury of Kent pre- 
fented to the commons, on the 8th of 
May, 1701, 4 petition, which defired 
them * to mind the public bufinefs 
more, and their private heats lefs,” 
Mefirs. Culpeppers, Polhill, Hamil- 
ton, and Champneys, who avowed 
this intrepid paper, were committed 
to the Gatehoufe, in Weftminfter, 
amid the applaufes of their country- 
men. It was on this occafion that 
De Foe’s genius dictated a remon- 
{trance, which was figned Legion, 
and which has been recorded in hif- 
tory for its bold truths and feditious 
Ca petue 
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petulance. His zeal induced him to 
aflume a woman’s drefs, while he de- 
livered this paper to Harley, the 
{peaker, as he entered the houfe of 
commons *. It was then alfo that 
our author publifhed The Original 
Power of the colleétive Body of the 
People of England, examined and 
afferted. ‘This feafonable treatile he 
dedicated to king William, in a dig- 
nified ftrain of nervous eloquence. 
* It isnot the leaft of the extraordi- 
naries of your majefty’s character,’ 
fays he, ¢ that, as you are king of 
your people, fo you are the people’s 
king; a title, which, as it is the 
moit glorious, fo it is the moft indif- 
putable.” ‘To the lords and commons 
he addreffes himfelf in a fimilar tone: 
the vindication of the original right 
of all men to the government of them- 
felves, he tells them, is fo far from 
being a derogation from, that it is a 
confirmation of their legal authority. 
« Every lover of liberty,’ fays Mr. 
Chalmers, ‘ mutt be pleafed with the 
peruial of a treatife, which vies with 
Locke’s famous tract in powers of 
reafoning, and is fuperior to it in the 
grace of ityle.’ 

De Foe, foon after, publifhed The 
Frecholder’s Plea againft Stockjobb- 
ing Ele&ons of Parliament Men. 
«Itis very rational to fuppofe,’ fays 
our author, ¢ that they who will buy 
will fell; or, what feems more ra- 
tional, that they who have bought 
mutt fell.’ 

How much foever king Willian 
may have been pleafed with 'The 
"True-born Englifhman, he was per- 
haps little gratified by our Author’s 
Reafons againit a War with France. 
This is one of the fineft traéts in the 
Engl th language. After remarking 
the univerfal cry of the people for 
war, Our author declares he is not 
againft war with France, provided it 
on jultifiable grounds ; but, he 
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hopes, England will never be fo in- 
confiderable a nation, as to make ufe 
of difhoneft pretences to bring to pafs 
any of her defigns : and he fays, that 
he who dejres we fhould end the war 
honourably, ought to defire alfo, that 
we begin it fairly. The death of king 
William deprived De Foe of a pro- 
tector. Of this monarch’s memory, 
he fays, that he never patiently heard 
it abufed, nor ever could do fo: and 
in this gratitude to a royal benefactor 
there is certainly much to praife. 

In the midft of the furious conteft 
of party, civil and religious, on the 
acceflion of queen Anne, our author 
was engaged in a controverfy con- 
cerning the Occafional Conformity of 
Diffenters; a controverfy, which in 
thofe days occafioned vehement con- 
tefts between the two houfes of par- 
liament, but which is now probably 
filenced for ever. 

* During the firft fury of high-fly- 
ing,’ fays he, ‘I fell a facrifiee for 
writing againft the madnefs of that 
high party, and in the fervice of the 
diffenters.? He alludes here to The 
fhorteft Way with the Diflenters, 
which he publifhed in 1702, and 
which isa piece of exquiiite irony, 
though there are certainly paflages in 
it that might have fhewn confiderate 
men how much the author had been 
in jeft. He complains how hard it 
was, that this fhould not have been 
perceived by all the town, and that 
not one man can fee it, either church- 
man or diflenter. ‘This is one of the 
ftrongeft proofs, how much the minds 
of men were inflamed againft each 
other, and how little the virtues of 
mutal forbearance and perfonal kind- 
nefs exifted amid the clamour of con- 
tradition, which then fhook the 
kingdom, and gave rife to fome of 
the moit remarkable events in our 
annals. Tne commons fhewed their 
zeal, however they may have ftudied 


* Mr, Polhll, of Chipitead Place, in Kent, whofe father, Mr. David Polhill, was 
committed to the Gatehouf-, and thereby gained great popularity, communicated to me 
te curious anecdote of De Foe’s dreffing himfe!f in women’s clothes, and prefenting the 


Legicn Paper to the {peaker. 


Chalmers Life, p. 14+ 
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their dignity, by profecuting feveral 
libelifts *. 

During the previous twenty years 
of his life, De Foe had been uncon- 
fcioufly charging a mine, which now 
blew himfelf and his family into air. 
He had fought for Monmouth; he 
had oppofed king James; he had 
vindicated the revolution ; he had pa- 
negyrized king William ; he had de- 
fended the rights of the collective 
body of the people ; he had difpleafed 
lord Godolphin and the duke of Marl- 
borough, by objecting to the Flan- 
ders war; he had bantered fir Ed- 
ward Seymour, and fir Chriitopher 
Mulgrave, the tory leaders of the 
commons; he had juft ridiculed all 
the high-flyers in the kingdom ; and 
he was at length obliged to feek for 
fhelter from the indignation of per- 
fons and parties, thus overpowering 
and refittlefs. 

A proclamation was iffued in Ja- 
nuary, 1703, offering a reward of 
sol. for difcovering his retreat. De 
Foe was defcribed in the Gazette, 
“as a middle-fized fpare man, about 
forty years old, of a brown com- 
plexion, and dark brown hair, though 
he wears a wig, having a hook note, 
a fharp chin, grey eyes, and a large 
mole near his mouth.’ 

He foon publifhed an Explanation : 
* Since ignorance,’ fays he, ¢ has led 
moft men to a cenfure of the book, 
and fome people are like to come 
under the difpleafure of the govern- 
ment for it; in juftice to thofe who 
are in danger to fuffer by it; in fub- 
miffion to the parliament and council 
who may be offended atit; and cour- 
tefy to all miflaken people, who, it 
feems, have not penetrated into the 
real defign ; the author prefents the 
world with the genuine meaning of 
the paper, which he hopes may allay 
the anger of government, or at leaft 


fatisfy the minds of fuch as imagine 
a defign to inflame and divide us.’— 
Neither his fubmiffivenefs to the rul- 
ing powers, nor his generofity to his 
printers, was a fufficient fhield from 
the refentment of his enemies. He was 
found guilty of a libel, and fentenced 
to the pillory, fine, and imprifon- 
ment. ‘Thus was he a fecond time 
ruined ; and by this affair, he afferts, 
he loft above 3,500l. 

Immured in Newgate, our author 
had a mind too attive to be idle: he 
wrote a hymn to the pillory, that 


Hieroglyphic ftate machine, 
Contrived to punifh fancy in. 


In this ode the reader will find fa. 
tire, pointed by his fufferings ; ge- 
nerous fentiments, arifing from his 
fituation ; and an unexpected flow of 
eafy verfe. For example: 


The firft intent of laws 
Was to correct the effeét, and check the 
caule ; 
And all the ends of punifhment 
Were only future mifchiets to prevent 
But juftice is inverted, when 
Thofe engines of the law, 
Inftead of pinching vicious men, 
Keep honeft ones in awe. 


In 1703, he corre€ted for the prefs 
a collection of his writings, which, 
with feveral things not his, had been 
already publifhed by a piratical prin- 
ter. In this collection, there are 
one-and-twenty treatifes in poetry 
and profe, beginning with The 
True-born Englihman, and ending 
with The Shorteft Way to Peace and 
Union. To this volume was pres 
fixed the firft print of De Foe; to 
which was afterward added, the apt 
infcription, Laudatur et alget. 

In the folitude of a prifon, De Foe 
projected The Reivew, a periodical 
paper in quarto, firft publifhed in 


* On the 2sth of February, 1703, a complaint was made in the houfe of commons 
of a book entitled The Shorteftt Way with the Diffenters : and the folios 1118 and 
26 being read, Refulved, That this bock, being full of falfe and feandalous refegtions 
on this parliament, and tending to promote fedition, be burnt by the hands of the com- 
nion hangman, to-morrow, in New Palace-yard. 14 Journ. p. 207. 
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February 17043 and intended to 
treat of news, foreign and domeftic ; 
of politics, Britifh and European; of 
trade, particular and univerial. But 
our author forefaw, that however in- 
ftructive, the world would never read 
it, if it were not diverting. He, 
therefore, fkilfully inftituted A Scan- 
dal Club, which difcafied queit:ons 
in divinity, morals, war, trade, lan- 
guage, poetry, love, marriage, drunk- 
ennefs, and gaming. ‘ Thus it is 
eafy to fee,’ fays Mr. Chalmers, 
«that The Review pointed the way 
to the Tatlers, Speétators, and Guar- 
dians, which, however, have treated 
thofe interefting topics with more de- 
licacy of humour, more terfenefs of 
ityle, and greater depth of learning : 
yet, has De Foe many paflages, both 
of profe and poetry, which, for re- 
finement of wit, neatnefs of expref- 
fion, and efficacy of moral, would do 
honour to Steele or to Addifon. Of 
all this was Johnfon unconfcious, 
when he fpeaks of the Tatlers and 
Spectators as the firft Englifh writers 
whe had undertaken to reform either 
the favagenefs of neglect, or the im- 
pertinence of civility; to fhew when 
to fpeak, or to be filent ; how to re- 
fufe, or how to comply.” 

In July 1704, our author publifh- 
ed The Storm; or, a Collection of 
the moft remarkable Cafualties, which 
happened in the ‘Tempeft, on the 
23d of November, 1703. In th’s 
De Foe difplays more fcience and li- 
terature, than he has been generally 
fuppofed to pofiefs. 

While he lay friendlefs in New- 

ate, his family ruined, and he him- 
felf without hopes of deliverance, a 
verbal meflage was brought him from 
fir Robert Harley *, fpeaker of the 
houfe of commons, defiring to know 
what he could do for him. Harley 
approved, probably, of the princi- 
ples and conduct of De Foe, and 
might forefee, that, during a factious 
age, fuch a genius could be converted 
to many utes. Our author was con- 


® Afierware earl of Oxford. 


tent to imitate a wifh only for his 
releafe. 

When Harley became fecretary of 
ftate, in April 1704, he had frequent 
opportunities of reprefenting the un- 
merited fufferings of De Foe to the 
queen and to the treafurer, lord Go- 
dolphin’; yet our author continued 
four months longer in prifon. The 
queen, however, inquired into h's 
circumftances; and lord Godolphin 
fent a confiderable fum to his wife, 
and to him money to pay his fine and 
the expence of his difcharge. Here 
is the foundation, he fays, on which 
he built his firlt fenfe of duty to the 
queen, and the indelible bond of 
gratitude to his fir benefa¢tor, as 
he calls Harley. «Let any one 
fay, then,’ he afks, « what I could 
have done, lefs or more than I have 
done for fuch a queen and fuch a be- 
nefaétor ??—All this he manfully a- 
vowed to the world +, when queen 
Anne lay lifelefs as king William, 
his firft patron; and when the earl of 
Oxford, in the viciflitude of party, 
had been perfecuted by faction, 
and overpowered, though not con- 
quered, by violence. 

De Foe was releafed from New- 
gate, In Auguft 1704. In order to 
avoid the town-talk, he retired to 
St. Edmund’s Bury; but his retreat 
did not prevent perfecution. Dyer, 
the news-writer, propagated that De 
Foe had fled from juftice; Fox, the 
bookfeller, publifhed, that he had de- 
ferted his fecurity; and Stephen, a 
ftate-mefienger, every where {aid, 
that he had a warrant to apprehend 
him. ‘This was wit, perhaps, in the 
witiy age of Anne. In our duller 
days of law, fuch outrages would be 
referred toa jury. De Foe informed 
the fecretary of ftate where he was, 
and when he would appear; but he 
was told not to fear, as he had not 
tranfgrefled. 

In 1705, De Foe publifhed The 
Confolidator; or, Memoirs of fun- 
dry ‘Tranfactions, from the World in 


+ In his Appeal r715. 
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the Moon. It was one of his felici- 
ties t6 catch the living manners as 
they rofe, and to fhoot folly as it 
flew. He makes the lunar politicians 
debate the policy of Charles XII, in 
purfuing the Saxons and Poles. Per- 
haps it was on this occafion, that the 
Swedifh Ambaflador was fo ill-advifed 
as to complain againft De Foe, for 
merted ridicule of a futil warfare. 
Our author’s fentiment was expanded 
by Johnfon, in thofe energetic lines 
which thus conclude the character of 
the Swedifh Charles : 


Who left the name, at which the world 
grew pale, 
To point a moral, or adorn a tale. 


De Foe was next engaged in a 
controverfy with fir Humphrey Mack- 
worth, about his bill for employing 
the poor. Whenever our legiflators 
may engage in a ferious revifion of 
the poor laws, De Foe’s arguments 
may ftill merit attention. 

In 1705, he publifhed a fecond 
volume of the Writings of the Author 
of the True-born Englifhman. His 
writings, thus collected into volumes, 
were foon a third time printed, with 
the addition of a key. The fecond 
volume of 1705, contains eighteen 
treatifes in profe and rhyme. 

The year 1705 was a year of dif- 
quiet to De Foe, from the perfecu- 
tions of party. When his affairs led 
him to the weft of England in Augutt, 
September, and October, a project 
was formed to fend him as a foldier 
to the army, at a time when footmen 
were taken from the coaches as re- 
cruits ; but confcious of his being a 
freeholder of England, and a livery- 
man of London, he knew that fuch 
cha:aters could not be violated with 
impunity. When fome of the wettern 
juices, of more zeal of party than 
fenfe of duty, heard from his oppo- 
nents of De Foe’s journey, they de- 
termined to apprehend him as a va- 





23 
gabond; but our author, who had 
perfonal courage in a high degree, 
refleted, that to face danger is moft 
effectually to prevent it. In his ab- 
fence, real fuits were commenced 
againft him for fictitious debts; but 
De Foe advertifed, that genuine 
claims he would fairly fatisfy. If alt 
thefe circumftances had not been pub- 
lifhed in The Review, we fhould not 
have feen this ftriking piture of fa- 
vage manners. So much more free 
are we at prefent, that the editor of 2 
new{paper, however obnoxious to any 
party, may travel peaceably about his 
affairs over England, without fear of 
interruption. Were a jultice of peace, 
from whatever motive, to offer him 
any obftruction, fuch a magiftrate 
would be overwhelmed by the public 
indignation, and punifhed by the 
higher guardians of our laws. 

De Foe began the year 1706 with 
A Hymn to Peace, occaftoned by the 
two houfes of parliament joining in 
one addrefs to the queen. On the 
4th of May, he publifhed An Effay 
at removing National Prejudices a- 
gainft an Union with Scotland. In 
July, he publifhed Jure Divino, a 
fatire againft tyranny and paflive obe- 
dience, which had been delayed, for 
fear, as he declares, of parliamentary 
cenfure. This fatire, fays the preface, 
had never been publifhed, had not 
the world feemed to be going mad a 
fecond time with the error of paffive 
obedience and non-refiftance. And 
becaufe fome men require, fays he, 
more explicit anfwers, I declare my 
belief that a monarchy, according to 
the prefent conftitution, limited by 

rliament, and dependent upon law, 
is not only the beft government in the 
world, but alfo the beft for this na- 
tion in particular, moft fuitable to the 
genius of the people, and the circum- 
itances of the whole body. 


[To be concluded in our next.} 
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Wind. 


Weather, &c. 








E1 

E1 
SE1 
SE1 
SEr 
Wi 
Wi 
SW 2 
WSWr 
WSW 1 
WSW 1 
SW 3 
WNW 2 
WNW 3 
Wi 
Wi 
SSW 4 
WSW 5 
W 3 

W 4) 
WwW 


+ rain at eve and more wind: fair 


little rain 
drizzling. wind S: windy 
+ rain at times. fine night 


« lefs wind at eve 
fog 
hazy: windy and cloudy 


- little rain. lefs wind 
. fine eve and lefs wind 
- clear eve, little rain. fine 


+ rainy eve 
- drizzling and gentle rain 
chiefly drizzling 


« little wet. lefs cloudy eve 
. few clouds but hazy 
hazy. cloudy night and little wet 


- little wet at times 

« little wet at times 

+ lefs. cloudy night and more wind 

+ little wet at times 

- more wind at night: fine and lefs wind 
* more wind 

- cloudy night. little wet 

- chiefly drizzling. 

+ fine eve. much rain: fine 


+ rain in the night 
« little rain: fine 
. rainy eve. windy and fins 


« hazy eve 

- hazy © 

hazy. cloudy eve 

« little wet. fines cloudy 

- cloudy nights little rain 

: {now 

fnow and gentle rain: fine 

. fine 

- cloudy night and little rain 
+ fine 

. cloudy eve rain 

little wet at times 

. more wind at night: much rain 
little rain. fine 

. cloudlefs eve but hazy 

- fine ; foggy 
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Greateft, Leaft, and Mean State of the BAROMETER, THERMOMETER, 
and HYGROMETER, in the Year 1792. 





Barometer. 
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Extraordinary Hiftory of the Singular RectsteR of a BURIAL in the 
Parifh of Streatham. 


{ From Lyfons’ Environs of London, Vol. I. juft publifhed. J 


é a Fe USSEL, buried April 14, 

1772. N.B. This per- 
‘fon was always known under the 
‘ guife or habit of a woman, and an- 
* {wered to the name of Elifabeth, as 
* regiftered in this parifh Nov. 21, 
* 1669, but at death proved to be a 
* man.’ 

In fpeaking of this extraordinary 
perfon, whofe hiftory I have taken 
fome pains to inquire into, it will 
be neceflary, in order to avoid con- 


fufion among the relative pronouns 
to make conftant ufe of the mafcu- 
Ene gender, however oddly it may 
be fometimes combined. The vari- 
ous adventures of his life, had they 
been collected by a contemporary, 
would have formed a volume as en- 
tertaining as thofe of the celebrated 
Bamfylde Moore Carew, whom he 
accompanied in many ef his rambles, 
and from whom probably he firft took 
the hint of difguifing his fex to an- 

: {yer 
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fwer fome temporary purpofe. Up- 
on examining the parifh regifter, I 
find that John Raffel had three daugh- 
ters, and two fons; William, born 
in 166%, and Thomas, in 16723 
there is little doubt therefore that the 
perfon here recorded was one of the 
two; and that when he aflumed the 
female drefs, he affumed alfo the 
name of his fifter Elifabeth, who pro- 
bably either died in her infancy, or 
fettled in fome remote part of the 
country; under this name, in the 
year 1770, he applied for a certifi- 
cate of his baptifm. He attached 
himfelf at an early period of life to 
the gypfies, and being of a rambling 
difpolition vifited molt parts of the 
continent as a firoller or vagabond. 
When advanced in years he fettled at 
Chipfted in Kent, where he kept a 
large fhcp. Sometimes he travelled 
the country with goods, in the cha- 
raéter of a married woman, having 
changed his maiden name for that of 
his hufband who carried the pack, 
and to his death was his reputed wi- 
dow, being known by the familiar 
appellation of Bet Page. In the 
courfe of his travels he attached him- 
felf much to itinerant phyficians, 
learned their noftrums, and prattifed 
their art. His long experience gain- 
ed him the charatter of a moft infal- 
lible dofre/s, to which profeffion he 
added that of an aftrologer, and prac- 
tifed both with great profit; yet fuch 
was his extravagance, that he died 
worth fix fhillings only. It was a 
common cuftom with him to fpexd 
whatever he had in his pocket at an 
alehoufe, where he ufually treated his 
companions. About twelve months 
before his death he came to refide at 
his native place. His extraordinary 
age procured him the notice of many 
of the moft refpectable families in the 
neighbourhood, particularly that of 
Mr. Thrale, in whofe kitchen he was 
frequently entertained. Dr. John- 
fon, who found him a fhrewd fenfible 
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perfon, with a good memory, was 
very fond of converfing wirh him. 
His faculties indeed were fo little im- 
paired by age, that a few days before 
he died, he had planned another ram- 
ble, in which his landlord’s fon was 
to have accompanied him. His death 
was very fudden : the iurprife of the 
neighbours may be well imagined, 
upon finding that the perfon, who, 
as long as the memory of any one 
then living could reach, had been 
always efteemed and reputed to be a 
woman, was difcovered to be a man; 
and the wonder was the greater as he 
had lived much among women, and 
had frequently been his landlady’s 
bed-fellow when an unexpetted lodger 
came to the houfe. Among other 
precautions, to prevent the diicovery 
of his fex, he conftantly wore a cloth 
tied under his chin; and his neigh- 
bours not having the penetration of 
fir Hugh Evans, who ‘pied Falftaff’s 
beard through his muffler, the motive 
was unfufpected. After his death a 
large pair of nippers was found in his 
pocket, with which, it is fuppofed, 
he endeavoured to remove by degrees 
all tokens of manhood from his face. 
It may be obferved, that fuppofing 
him to be the younger fon of John 
Ruflel, he would have been 100 years 
of age; if we fuppofe him to have 
been the elder, his age would have 
been 104. He himiéeif ufed to aver 
that he was 108. He had a mixture 
of the habits and employments of both 
fexes; for though he would drink 
hard with men, whofe company in- 
deed he chiefly affected, yet he was 
an excellent /cmp/fre/s, and celebrated 
for making a good fhirt. There 
was a wildnefs and eccentricity in his 
general conduct which frequently bor- 
dered on infanity; and, at leatt, we 
may fairly conclude, to ufe a favourite 
exprefiion of Anthony Wood, the Ox- 
ford biographer, that he had ‘a 
rambling head and a crazy pate.’ 


REFLECcs 
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REFLECTIONS on the prefent STATE of AFFAIRS in France, 


The following Reflections ave fele@ed from the celebrated M. Necker’s Effay on 


the true Principles of Executive Power in Great States. 


They appear, 


indeed, to have been written while Monarchy was /lill allowed to fubfift ; but 
they are not the le's defcriptive of the prefint Situation of that Country. M, 
Necker endeavours to foew, that the Principles of Liberty and Equalivy, as 
underftood by the French Legiflators, have, in Reality, iniroduced the greateft 


Inequalities. 


In his twentieth Chapter, be enters upon a Parallel, w ich it 


behoves every Englifbman to read with the greateft Attention; and in bis 
Chapter on the Executrve Power, as connetted with Liberty, is an animated 


Apoftrophe to the Britifo Nation, exhorting them to preferve the Happinefs they 


mow EN] OY. 


On LipertTy and EQUALITY. 


N° fooner did legiflators, called 
upon to initruct their contem- 
poraries, choofe rather to enlift under 
the ftandard of the paffions, and to 
purfue the temporary applauies of the 
hour, than they perceived, that to 
eftablith perfect equality as a maxim 
of policy, morality, and philofophy, 
would be an admirable means to fe- 
cure them a numerous train of fup- 
porters; for there is no man in a 
ftate of fociety who does not regard 
a fuperior as a very troublefome 
neighbour. No fooner therefore did 
they obtain permiffion to eftablith this 
petty fentiment into a principle of 
government, than the multitude drank 
in with avidity the leffons of thefe 
new inftructors. It is not in the ca- 
pacity of the multitude to analize the 
complexity of truth ; they can do no 
more than affociate themfelves, by an 
effort of feeling, to the opinion of 
him who teaches them a paiatable 
doctrine. ‘Their leaders are well ac- 
quainted with this circumitance in 
their character; they accordingly at- 
tempt no more than to infufe into 
them one or two ideas, and balely 
flattering their fhort-fighted arro- 
gance, they teil them that the whoie 
{cience of government is to be found 
in the developement of a fingle axiom. 
It is thus, that in the name of equa- 
lity, they have induced them to be- 
lieve the mof free, the moft happy 


government in the world, the go- 
vernment of England, to be tyranni- 
cal; that they have taught them to 
apprehend danger from a divifion of 
the legiflative body into two houfes, 
though an inftitution that had, a few 
years before, been adopted even by a 
republic, the United States of Ame- 
rica: that they have infpired them 
with an irrational contempt for all in- 
termediary rank philofophically in- 
difpenfable to the fupport of royal ma- 
jefty, and by and by, in the fame 
name of equality, they will order a 
partition of landed property, and at 
length effect, by their plan of uni- 
formity, anarchy the moft complete. 
But look at the univerfe, and fee whe- 
ther gradations and diftances have 
been rejected by its wife architect : 
on the contrary, it is by them, it is 
by a general fyftem of fubordination, 
that every thir.g holds its place, and 
that the general harmony of the world 
is maintained. Hear the words of a 
celebrated writer of antiquity. 

« The Supreme Being teparated the 
elements to place them at peace, Fire, 
the lighteit of all, was fent to thine in 
the regions of heaven; the air had 
the fecond place, and next came the 
earth fufpended by the laws of gravi- 
tation in the midit of the abyfs ; water 
had only the fourth rank, yet was it 
to conititute the limits beyond which 


the world might no longer pafs. Thus 
D2 did 
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did the author of nature, by affigning 
their different fituations to the ele- 
ments, organize the univetfe *. 

Ah ! how happy is it for the hu- 
man race, that our political Quixotes 
are unable to diffolve this harmonious 
fyftem, and fubject the elements toan 
equality! Before the termination of 
the year they would renew the ancient 
chaos ; and, to complete the cataftro- 
phe, the remembrance of their genius, 
we and they fhould perith together. 





Distinctions which confit in 
mere appellatives of convention, are 
not to be ranked as diftinctions inimi- 
cal to focial equality; vanity cannot 
be wounded in thofe beneath, nor in- 
folence nourifhed in thofe above, ex- 
cept where thefe appellatives repre- 
fent real advantages, aud recall to the 
mind honorary rights and immunities 
confecrated by opinion. 

Inequalities may therefore exift, 
fulceptibie of no precife defignation, 
and which yet may be more burthen- 
fome and oppreffive than thofe de- 
corations and titles which have ex- 
cited fo great jealoufy. Thele the 
French conftitution has multiplied, 
and | proceed to fhow in what man- 
ner. 

The ancient lawgivers of nations, 
in order to balance the terrible effects 
of the power of numbers, a power al- 
ways poflefied by the people, placed 
a moral force in the hands of govern- 
ments, whereby to reftrain the efterve- 
fcence of paflions whi. ignorance 
and misfortune are apt to engender. 
We have fubverted this prudent equi- 
poile, have at once deitroyed the au- 
thority of adminiftration, weakened 
the empire of wifdom, and after con- 
fecrating, by an abftraction, the fo- 
vereignty of the people, have con- 
ferred on it every fpecies of power. 
At fight of this new maiter every one 
has enquired by what means he was 
to be feduced, and what addrefs was 
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neceflary to obtain the firft rank in his 
court. To hold of hima municipal 
office, a feat qn the bench of judg- 
ment, achurch dignity, and to con- 
teft thefe places with an infinite crowd 
of competitors, was too petty a {phere 
of ambition. A univerfal paffion was 
excited of direéting the opinions of 
the defpot, and of influencing his fen- 
timents. Some have nourifhed his 
fufpicions, others infpired him with 
jealoufy and diftruft, and all juttified 
his violence. The daring partifans 
of fedition, eager above all others to 
exercife their {way, have held con- 
fultations at taverns, or have mixed 
with the groupes which affemble in 
public places; and there, according 
to their pleafure, according to the 
ruiing paflion of the day, have irri- 
e people againft the king, 
againft the queen, againft foreign 
monarchs, again{ft minilters, agaiult 
magiftrates, againit every man hold- 
ing rank in the focial order, and lafily 
directed its fury againft property and 
all thofe who poffeis it. At the fame 
time another junto, ambitious of a 
more extenfive empire, have com- 
pofed pamphlets, fuited to the tafte 
and underftandings of every clafs of 
fociety ; and mixing, in their recital 
of events, maxims the moft dangerous 
and principles the moft libertine, have 
diffeminated through the kingdom a 
fpirit of independence and irreligion. 
They have given the name of fana- 
ticifm to piety, of vexation to the 
laws of order, of tyranny to the moft 
feeble authority, and the ftill more 
terrible one of ariitocracy to every 
opinion contrary to their own doc- 
trines and tenets: and among thefe 
men fome, writing their productions 
with the dagger’s point, have know- 
ingly calumniated the moit virtuous 
citizens, and denounced them with- 
out fcruple, to the vengeance of a 
blind populace. 

Such are the new authorities which 
have fiarted up in the flate, fach the 


* Hanc Deus & imelior litem Natura diremit, 8c. 
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different fuperiorities which the con- 
ftitution has produced, fuch the actual 
inequalities which have fupplied the 
place of the vain diftinctions, the fup- 
preflion of which has been celebrated 
with fo much oftentation. By what 
name fhall we call them? What tites 
fha!l we invent to exprefs the fupre- 
macy of thofe who can, with im- 
punity ftir up the people againit the 
Opinions and perfons of public men ; 
who can, with impunity, draw infulis 
upon the monarch and all who are 
conneéted with him; who can, with 
impunity, cut down my woods, ra- 
vage my eftate, fet fire to my habt- 
tation; who can, with impunity, re- 
commend a traveller to popular out- 
rages, or can themtclves conftrain a 
peaceable citizen, by menaces, to fly 
his paternal abode, and become an 
exile from his family? What titles 
alfo fhall we invent to exprefs the 
fupremacy of thofe, who have en- 
grofied exclufively to themfelves the 
public ear, who by their daily pub- 
lications occupy the whole of the few 
precious moments that hufbandrzen 
and artifans can devote to the im- 
provement of their minds ; who thus 
govern the people by lies, infpire 
them avith whatever paffions and ten- 
timents their bafe purpofes may re- 
quire, and infenfibly weak. n in them 
every tie neceflary to the maintenance 
of focial fubordination ? Ah! let us 
call them dukes, archdukes, princes 
and viceroys, let us engage to treat 
them with the utmoft deference, pro- 
vided they will engage in return to 
leave our property and our lives fe- 
cure, and to refpect morality and re- 
ligion, and we fhall make a happy 
exchange, we fhall fign, at the pre- 
fext moment, the beft of all poflible 
contraéts. For, 1 repeat it, thefe are 
the mafters which have been given us 
by a conititution that has placed the 
{ceptre in the hands of the dema- 
gogues of the multitude; this is the 
terrible ariflocracy which that con- 
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ftitution has generated. And yet we 
talk of liberty, we boat of a {fyitem 
of equality, a iyftem tnat fhail place 
all men upon a ievel! It is true the 
{uperiorities which heretofore exifted 
are no longer to be feen; but thofe 
which have fucceeded them are a 
thouiand times micre terrible. We 
have deftroyed the parciument: which 
conferred on the ancient chevaliers of 
France their honorary pre: ogatives 3 
but we have give: commi..ons of 
audacity and im, unity to men ftrang- 
ers to every generous ientiment. We 
have iaken out of the profped the 
weathercocks upon the chaicaux of 
the nobleff ; but we have introduced 
on all fices the torches of incendiaries. 
We have deftroyed the pigeon-houfes 
of lords of manors ; but we have new- 
peopled the plains «ith tyrants athirft 
for blood We have broken to pieces 
the proud fepulcures that remained as 
a memorial over the a.!ics of the dead; 
but we have furrounded with tres 
mendous filence, and fecured with 
tyra nous precautions the abyties de- 
ftined to immanacle the living. 

Menace has been every where fub- 
ftituted tor the mild law of refpedt, 
and fanguinary vengeance for the ef- 
ficacious interpofition of a venerable 
authority. Government has been fa- 
crificed to the fear of defpotifin, and 
there has immediately fprung up a 
multitude of tyrants, who, celebrat- 
ing hypocritically the charms and 
bleflings of equality, have extended 
their yoke over the property, over 
the perfons, over the opinions and 
over the confciences of men. Mean- 
while they are not deicended, as one 
might be led to imagine, from the 
land which Cadmus fowed with the 
teeth of ferpents: but they owe their 
origin to thofe fatal germs of anarchy. 
which have corrupted the vegetation 
of the moral foil of France, and ren- 
dered it prolific in malevolent demons 
and favage {pirits, 
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M. NecKeER’s concluding RuFLecTION on the PARALLEL of the 
two Constitutions of France and England. 


HE national aflembly of France, 
who were defirous, at whatever 
price, to obtain glory, and who now 
find themfelves fo difappointed, had 
a path open before them by which 
they might infallibly have arrived at 
this firft object of their wifhes. How 
fpiendid a part would have been af- 
figned to them in the drama of na- 
tions if, when occupied in framing 
a code of laws for a great people, 
they had concentrated their fcattered 
ideas, and had ranged themfelves, fo 
to fpeak,' round the moft diftinguifhed 
political conftitution of Europe, with 
the noble defign of taking it for their 
model, avd copying fuch parts of it 
as were applicable to France, and of 
wh ch experience had evinced the uti- 
lity ! The Englihh, for it will be pre- 
gamed that it 1s of th-ir government [ 
fpeak, would themfelves have beea 
eager to po'nt out the corrections of 
‘which their political fyflem food in 
need; and every nation of the earth, 
attentive to the fcrutiny which would 
have preceded the moft auguit of 
adoptions, would have felt a confci- 
oufnef, that it was their interefts that 
were difcuffed by anticipation, fince a 
fimilar political libe: ty once eftablithed 
among tivo rival nations, and thefe 
the firft nations in Europe, this dou- 
ble example of liberty without dif- 
order, would have acquired fuch an 
authority, that, forcibly conveying 
with it the tide of opinions, it would 
have formed the dettiny of the world. 
Every one of us ovght to have fal- 
Jen proftrate at the feet of legiflators 
who fhould have adopted this plan. 
Would a {age and prudent fpirit of 
imitation have injured their renown? 
No; the whole earth would have 
rendered homage to the rectitude of 
their intentions and the happy fruit 
of their cares. What ingenious no- 
velties, what fallies of originality 
could have been put in comparifon 
with this fecure and tranquil iuccefs ! 


Obferve that it is always by the fuc- 
cefs of their labours that the wifdom 
of legiflators is appreciated. Con- 
cerned as they are in fixing the deftiny 
of fuch an immeniity of interetts, it is 
im offible in idea to feparate them 
and the topics of their care, or to 
give them a renown apart from the 
calamity or happinefs of nations. 

Add to this, that it is not every 
fort of ambition, every fpecies of 
glory, that can be appropriated to a 
collective body. Metaphyfical ho- 
nours can never become the common 
property of an affembly. Nobody 
fuppofes that the great number can 
afcend to the fummit of this pyra- 
midal fpace, where the vigorous wing 
labours in its flight; and for this rea- 
fon, together with fo many others, 
fuccefsful effort is the only reputation 
that can be fhared among a multi- 
tude. 

The legiflators of France then, 
ought to have attached themfelves to 
plain and praétical ideas: their bu‘i- 
nefs lay amid the realities of human 
life. A thoufand travellers had de- 
fcribed the lengthened road, that feads 
from the firt naked hint of truth 
down to thefe ideas, and we did not 
need the inftruétions of the national 
aflembly upon that article. They 
would have better informed us, and 
ferved us more effectually, if, with 
the Englifh conftitution in their hand, 
they had afked themfelves: what ad- 
ditions can we make to this conftitu- 
ton, to fecure more firmly public or- 
der? What retrenchments can be 
made from its different authorities, 
to perfect the fyltem of liberty ? 
What new inftitutions fhall we have 
to prepare, to ftrengthen the influ- 
ence of morality on the people? 
Thefe que!tions would have led to 
others; the executive power, inftead 
of being totally forgotten, would have 
been fcrutinized in all its parts, and 
it would have been difcovered, whe- 

ther, 
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ther, among the prerogatives con- 
ferred on the Englith monarch, there 
were any that the maintenance of pub- 
lic order and the activity of govern- 
ment might difpenfe with. It would 
perhaps have been feen that, from 
the magnitude of the ftanding army, 
the number of promotions in the 
power of the monarch ought to be 
limited. It would perhaps have been 
feen that, in.a kingdom like France, 
collective adminftrations were at- 
tended with confiderable advantage, 
but that it was indifpenfable to fubject 
them to the executive power by all 
the ties which conftitute true depend- 
ence. It would perhaps have been 
feen, that thefe adminiitrations were 
capable of enlightening, by regular 
communication, and even of reftrain- 
ing, within certain limits, the dif- 
cretion entrufted to the choice of the 
fovereign. It would perhaps have 


been feen that a middle term, between 
the fhort life of our legiflatures and the 
long duration of Englith parliaments, 
was advifable. It would perhaps have 
been feen, that the number of peers 
of the realm ought to be limited, and 


their nomination fubjected to certain 
reftriflions. ‘The unequal diftribution 
of the rights of repretentation might 
have been prevented by the judicious 
plan which has been devifed by the 
aflembly. In like manner turbulent 
elections, of which England furnifhes 


M.NECKER’s ADDRESS 


O nation has fhown itfelf more 

conitantly jealous of its liberty 
than the Englifh, and this is not with 
them any novel paffion; they fought 
for it when the other nations of Eu- 
rope did not fo much as confider it as 
a good, and their fuccefs in this noble 
ambition hiftory has rendered immor- 
tal. The efforts and triumphs of 
defpotifm have taught them to know 
the fupports of which they have need, 
and to preferve with fafety the rights 
that were in conteft; and the revolu- 
tions which have happened, between 
the figning of Magna Charta, the 

7% 
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fuch frequent and fcandalous exam- 
ples, might have been remedied, by 
the fame means that are employed at 
prefent, or others of greater efficacy. 
In fine, without trampling upon thofe 
important principles, or neglecting 
thofe powerful {prings, which confti- 
tute together the nice connection be- 
tween order and liberty, between the 
firmnefs of authority and the modera- 
tion of prerogative, it would have 
been eafy to introduce the various 
amendments upon the Englith confti- 
tution which truth and experience 
might recommend. How fuperb a 
monument might we have raifed, if 
we had not withed that every thing 
fhould be new or fhould wear the ap- 
pearance of novelty! if we had not 
wifhed every ftone in the edifice to 
bear fome charatteriftic mark of our 
imagination, and be dated with the era 
of our genius! Alas, how great in- 
jary has our vanity done us! There 
exiited a government, in which tran- 
quillity, confidence, pubiic order, and 
the regular movement of adminiftra- 
tion were found united to the moft 
perfect civil and political freedom ; 
and we have inflituted a government 
in which dijorder is every where pre- 
valent ; in which all the world com- 
mands and no one obeys; in which 
liberty is but a devife, morality a 
maxim, and happinefs a vain boait. 


to the ENGLtisH NATION. 


ftatutes of Edward and the Habeas 
Corpus att, have but ferved as lefions 
to inftruct them in the f{cience of free- 
dom. ‘They then only wanted op- 
portunity and power to confider in 
times of tranquillity the remaining 
imperfections of their government. 
‘This favourable opportunity prefented 
itfelf after the flight of James If. The 
reprefentatives of the nation, previous 
to raifing a new king to the throne, 
made, in a certain fenfe, a revifion 
of the conftitution; and the bill of 
rights, that celebrated aét of the 
revolution in 168%, was the com- 

pletion 
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pletion of Englith liberty. In fine, 


pot enough for the 
peliical fortu Cuat n«tiea, to have 
appucd the remarks of a iuccefion of 
ages aad the lefioas which their own 
hi.ory atioried in one harmo-ious 
combinat ou of the go erning powers; 
@ particular ine. dent further gave the 
Englih the m ans of examning, wich 
refle \ion, whether noting had efcaped 
their reiileis attention; and, after 
twelve ycars experience, they once 
more as it were revifed their work. 
Queen Mary died without leaving a 
fucceflor, and the princeis Anne had 
ju't loit her ,emaining fon. The “ng- 
lifh then employed tiemfelves to re- 
gulate the right of iucceflion to the 
crown, aid thence took advantage to 
add certain claufes to the convention 
of 1688, which were favourable to 
national freedom, of which a folemn 
aci was pafled in 17013 a remark- 
able era in the annals of parliament. 
Siace this epecha the Englith have 
imagined they enjoy all the happinefs 
which liberty can procure, aud have 
never ipoken of their government 
without teiti/ying by fome epithet the 
love which they feel for it. Our 
happy confiitiivon is their habitual 
phraie, their familiar expreflion, not 
only among their reprefentatives, but 
in their diftant provinces and in their 
towns and villages. Yet to this na- 


as if we were {lil 


A Curious HoRTICUL 


HEN fir Francis Carew had 

rebuilt his manfion-houfe, at 
Beddington, ia Surry, he planted the 
gardens with choice froit trees. Here 
he was twice vilited by queen Elifa- 
beth; and fir Hugh Piatt, in his 
Garden of Eden, tells a curious anec- 
dote relating to one of thefe vilits. 
« I conclude,’ fays he, with a conceit 
of that delicate knight fir Francis 
Carew, who, ‘or the better accoim- 
plifhment of bis royal entertainment 
of our late queen Elifabeth, led her 
majetiy to a cherry-tree, whofe fruit 
he had of purpole kept back from 
ripening, at the lealt, cnc month after 
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tion, enlightened by events fo nume- 
rous, and whofe conftitational vigour 
is fortified like foreit oaks by winds 
and beating tempetis, to this nation 
hav our . oliticians of yeterday, our 
cold theoriils and our wmultuous le- 
giflators, oppofed their hufty and re- 
‘cent innovation. May heaven eter- 
nal'y p eierve that nation from a like 
change! To me it would feem a 
crime fo much as to conceive the de- 
fign. You, who are the ardent pro- 
pagators of novelties not yet proved, 
refpect this cradle of liber:y ; refpect 
the country in whch freedom took 
birth, the country deitined perhaps 
to remain its fole afylum, if ever your 
own exaggerations fhould drive it 
from among you. And you, gene- 
rous nation, you, our firft instructors 
in the knowledge and love of liberty, 
continue long to preferve the good of 
which you are in poflefiion. ~ May the 
freedom you enjoy be ever united to 
your grand moral qualities, and may 
it ever be as truly defended by your 
prudence as by your courage. Alas, 
the abufe of which we have been 
guilty will perhaps be more dan- 
gerous to freedom than our long in- 
difference. To you it belongs to 
maintain its renown, and religiouily 
to guard the facred fire which, among 
us, has but become an inftrument of 
conflagration, 


TURAL ANECDOTE. 


all cherries had taken their farewell 
of England. This fecret he per- 
formed by fraining a tent or cover 
of canvais, over the whole tree, and 
wetting the fame now and then with 
a {coop as the heat of the weather re- 
quired ; and fo by withholding the 
fun-beams from reflecting upon the 
berries, they grew both great, and 
were very long before they had gotten 
their perfect cherry colour: and when 
he was afiured of her majefty’s com- 
ing, he removed the tent, and a few 
funny days brought them to their ma- 
turity. 
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A Vinpication of the ENGiisnH Constitution: Py John 
Adams, £/q. lately Ambaffador froin America to Great Britain, and 
now Vice Prefident of the United States, 

Mr. Adams’ Anfwer to Paine’s Rights of Man, from which the full-aving Are 


ticle is feleGed, was occasioned by the re-printing of that Book in Philadelphia, 
with this particular Circumftance, that the American Secretary of State immes 


diately flood forth as its political Sponfor, 


Mr. Adams, om the contrary, con- 


ceiving the Bock to be replete with fallacious Principles, and, in its Tiniency, 
JSubverfive of ail Government, endeavoured to countera® its mifchievoss Effects 
(for futh be imagined it would bave even in America) by a Series ef Letters, 
addreffed to the Printer of a Belton New/paper, called The Columbian Sen- 
tinel. Tbe third and fourth Letters, which follow, merit the frious Attintion 


of every Britifo Reader. 
LETTER Ill. 


Sir, 
i iy examining the queftion, whether 

the Englith nation have a right, 
fundamentally to demolith their pre- 
fent form of government ? it’ becomes 
neceflary to inquire whether Mr. 
Paine’s affertion, that there is no fuch 
thing as an Englifh conftitution, be 
really true ? This queftion may, per- 
haps, in fome meafure affect the peo- 
ple of America. For if the govern- 
ment of Great Britan is an ufurpa- 
tion, it may be worthy of confidera- 
tion how far we are bound by treaties, 
which do not reciprocally bind the in- 
habitants of that ifland. 

‘ A conftitution,’ fays Mr. Paine, 
‘isnot a thing in name only but in 
faét. It is not an ideal, but a real 
exiftence ; and wherever it cannot be 
produced in a vifible form there is 
none.’ Mr. Paine fhould have gone 
farther, and told us, whether, like a 
deed, it muft be written on paper or 
parchment, or whether it has a larger 
Jatitude, and may be engraved on 
ftone, or carved in wood? From the 
tenour of his argument it fhould feem, 
that he had only the American con- 
ftitutions in his mind, for excepting 
them, I believe he would not find in 
all hiftory, a government which will 
come within his definition; and of 
courfe, there never was a pcople that 
had a conflitution, previous to the 


year 1776. But the word with an 
idea affixed to it had been in ufe, 
and commonly underftood, for cen- 
turies before that period, and there- 
fore Mr. Paine mutt, to {uit his pur- 
pofe, alter its acceptations, and in 
the warmth of his zeal for revolu- 
tions, endeavour to bring about a 
revolution in language allo. When 
all the moit illuftrious Whig writers 
in England have contended for the 
liberty of their country upon the prin- 
ciples of the Englith conftitution ; 
when the glorious congrefs of 1774 
declared, that ‘ the inhabitants of the 
Englifh colonies in North America 
were entitled to certain rights by the 
immutable laws of nature, ¢/e prin- 
ciples of the Englif> confiitutica, and 
the feveral charters or compacts,’ they 
knew very well what they meant, 
and were perfectly underflood by ail 
mankind. Mr. Paine fays, that ‘a 
conftitution is to a government, what 
the laws, made afterward by that 
government, are to a court of judi- 
cature.?- But when the American 
ftates, by their conttitutions, exprefs- 
ly adopted the whole boxy of the coms 
mon law, fo far as it was arvlicable 
to their refpedtive fituations, did they 
adopt nothing at all, becauie that law 
cannot be produced in a vifible form? 
No, fir, the conititution of a country 
is not the paper or parchment upon 
which the compact is written; it is 
the fyfem of fusdamental laws, by 
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which the ged have confented to 
be governes, which is alw: ays iup- 
pofed to be imprefied upon the mind 
of every individual, and of wh.ch the 
written or printed copies are nothing 
more than the vidence *. 
' In this Sadie fir, the Britifh na- 
tion have a conttitution, which was, 
for many years, the admiration of 
the world. ‘The people of America, 
with very good reafon, have renounc- 
ed tome of 1ts defects and infirinities 
But in defence ot fome of its prin- 
ciples, they have fought and con- 
qucred. It is compofed of a venera- 
ble ifem of unwritten or curomary 
laws, handed down from time imine- 
morial, and fanctioned by the accu- 
mulated experience of ages; and of 
a body of itatutes ena¢ted by an au- 
thoritv lawfully competent to that 
purpofe. Mir. Paine is certainly mil- 
taken, when he confiders the Britith 
government as having originated in 
the 7 que 7 of William of Norman- 
dy. s principle of being govern- 
ed a an oral or traditiona ary law, 
—, in England eleven hun- 
dred years before that invafion. Ik 
has continued to this day, and has 
been adopted by all the American 
ftates. {| hope they will seuss aho- 
lith a fy"em fo excellent, merely be- 
caufe it cannot be produced in a vi- 


Mr. Adams has firther ilodrated 
Tetter: © It 15 not ab! lutely client 
be predacible “ ip a yfible form.” The 


this, 
Lio the exiflence 
period of time when the foundations « 


THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


fible form. The conftitution of Great 
Britain is a conititution of principles, 
not of articles, and however frequent- 
ly it may have b-en violated by ty- 
rants, monarchical, ariftogratical, or 
democratical, the people have always 
found it expedient to reflore the ori- 
ginal foundation, while, from time 
to time, they have been fuccefsful in 
improving and ornamenting the bui'd- 
ing. 

‘The people of England are bound, 
therefore, by a focial compaét now 
exiiting ; and they have no right to 
demolith their government, unlefs it 
be clearly incompetent for the pur- 
pofes for which it was initituted. 
They kave delegated their whole col- 
leive power to a legiilature, confilt- 
ing of a king, lords, and commons, 
and they have included even the 
power of altering the conflitution it- 
felf. Should they abufe this power, 
fo that the nation itfelf fhould be op- 
prefled ; and their rights to life, li- 
berty, and property, inftead of pro- 
tection, fhould meet with tyranny ; 
the people would certainly be entitled 
to appeal, in the lait refort, to them- 
felves, to vefume the tru which has 
been fo unworthily betrayed, and 
(not to do whatever they fhould 
cheofe, bur) to form another coniti- 
tution, which thoyld more perma- 


in the fo'lowing paflage from his fixth 
f a conftitution, that it fheuld 
f the 








pretent Evalth government were Jaid by the aflaciaticn of the people in “ their ori- 
gine] character” cannot, inderd, be afcertained, Many of the laws which are in uf 
to this day in Great Britain, and trom thence have heen adopted by the American re- 
publics, may he traced back to the remotett period of antiquity ; and the origin even 
of the imftiution of qics, an inflitution to congenial to the genuine fpirit of freedom, 
is lott in the cbicurity of the fagulous ages. Many of the fundamensal principles of 
the Erglith conttituticn vre known to have exifted long bi fore the invention of printing, 
and even befire the in habitan's of Britain were acquainted with the ufe of jevters, and 
it would ther. fore be an abluroiy to require that the original articles fhould be’ pro- 
Cuced ina ville form.” But ex sihilo, ni! il ft, the very exittence of thefe prin- 
ries proves the formation of a foci! compact previous to that exiltence, and the {pie 
rit of Tt berty, which is their diflinguithing cha racleriltic, affords internal evidence, that 
they did net originate in the mercileis defpoulm of a conqueror, but in the free and 
woreRramed confert A a manly and eenerous people. Tt will not be fard thet an — 
g nal com, ever formed, becaule it is rot recorded in the page of hiftory ; 

well might it be prevended ths it the pyramids of Fgypt arofe felf-created from the Adee 
‘iy erc&tion, and the names of their builders have been configned 


f the 
yy inw ich al! human labours are deitined to be overwhelined.’ 
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nently fecure the natural rights of the 
Whole community. The fame may 


be faid of the national aficmbly of 


France, who, according to Mr. 
Paine’s idea, are poiiefled of the 
whole collective power of the nation, 
and who feem, like him, to think 
they have a right to do whatever they 
choofe. Mr. Paine fays, that * the 
authority of the prefent aflembly is 
different to what the authority of fu- 
ture aflemblies will be.’? But if the 
prefent affembly thould decree that 
all future national aflemblies fhould 
poffefs the tame power with themfelves, 
it would certainly be binding as an 
article of the conftitution. Mr. 
Paine, indeed, will not acknowledge 
this ; and it is the fecond right which 
he denies his nation, which at the 
fame time has a right to do every 
thing. Mr. Paine’s ideas upon this 
fubje&t appear to have been formed 
by a partial adoption of the principle 
upon which Rouileau founds the {fo- 
cial compact. But neither the prin- 
ciple of Rouffeau, nor that of Mr. 
Paine, is true. Roufleau contends, 
that the focial compact is formed by 
a perfonel affociation of individuals, 
which muft be unanimoufly affented 
to, and which cannot poi! biy be made 
by a reprefentative body. I ihall 
not; at prefent, {pend my time in 
fhewing, that this is neither practi- 
¢able nor even metaphylically true. 
I thall only obferve, tiat its opera- 
tion would aonihilate, in an satan 
all the power of the national afiembly, 
and turn the whole body of the Ame- 
tican conftitutions, the pride of man 
the glory of the human under ‘and ing, 
intoa mafs of tyranvical and unfound- 
ed ufurpations. Mr. Paine does neo 
BO quite fo far, but we muit examine 
Whether his arguments - not egu ually 
wide from the truth. ‘ A govern- 
ment,’ fays he, * on the principles on 
Which conititutional governments ari- 
fing out of fociety” wre eltablithed, 
cannot have the right of altering tr- 
felf. Why not? Because if it had, 
it would be arbitrary.’ But this rea- 
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fon is not fufficient. A nation in 
forming a {oc.cl compact may dele- 
gate the wiole of their coilective 
powers to ordinary legiflatures, in 
perpetual fucceflion, and rejerve only 
the right of retufing the abule of 
thofe powers; and every other quei- 
tion relative to the refervation of 
powers to the nation, mult be only 
@ que(tion of expediency. ‘The iame 
power which the prefent national af- 
fembly poficis ii France, is, by the 
Englith conititution, coniiant ly vetted 
in the king and parliament of Great 
Britaia; and the people :n both king- 
doms have the fame right to reuik 
aad panith the abufe of that power 
Surely, fir, the poopie of th e Uni ul- 
ted States have a a al- 
though they have given the powcr of 
makin rg alterations to thofe by whom 
it is odminifierih. in conjunciion with 
the itate legiflatures. Surely, the 
pvople of Mailachufets have a coniti- 
tution, though it provi ies we certain 
alterations by the ordinary leqifla- 
tures, and thor ugh, ieee it was form- 
ed, fuch alteratious have accordingly 
been mice. ‘Th~ conftitutions of fe- 
veral of the United States are ex- 
preisly made aiterable, in every ' parts 
their ordinary legiflatures. I 
taink there 1s not one of them but 
admits o' alterations without recur- 
ring to the uation in its original 
charaéter” Yet Mr. Paine will ty 
ly acxnowledye, that the Avnerican 
coniticut’ons arofe aut of the a. 
them. nciples, 
} 20- 
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their power, I contend they have no 
right in their Original character to 
change their form of government, un- 
lefs it has become incompetent for the 
purpefes for which all governments 
are inilituted. | am aware of the 
queftion which will occur here—Who 
is to judge of this incompetency ? 
and | am aware of the triumphant 
manner in which it may be afked. 
But a triumph is not my object, and 
in the e purfuit of truth I fhall ventur 


in my next Jetter to confider this fub- 





LETTER IV. 


I wave affumed for a principle, 
that the Engliih nation, having ce- 
legated all their colie€tive power, 
have no right in their original cha- 
racter to change their form of govern- 
ment, unlefs it has become abiolutely 
it jadequate to the purpofes for which 
it was inttituted. ‘The people them- 
felves mutt, from the neceflity of the 
cafe, be the judges of this fact ; but if, 
in forming this judgment, and aéting 
in purfuance of ir, they proceed from 
pa: dion, and not Peat principle ; if 
tliey diffolve their compact, from an 
idea that ¢ they have a right to do 
waatever they choole,’ and break the 
b nds of iociety, in the forms of def- 
potifm, ‘ becaute fuch is their plea- 
fu ; they may indeed go through 
the operation by the plenitude of their 
irreitible but the nation will 
meet with ainple puutihment in their 
own mifery, and the leaders who de- 
lude them, in the cetefiation of their 
oivn pofterity. It is not by adopting 
the maliznity of a political fatirift, 
by converting the failies of wit into 
the maxims of truth or juftice, or by 
n wguifying trivial it nperfeétions i into 
capital crimes, that a nation will be 
iuftifed in reforting to its original 
frength, to contend ayainit its dele- 
gated power. It is not a mechanical 
again? the name of a king, or 
of ariltocracy, nor a phyjical antipa- 
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thy to the found of an extravagant 
title, or to the fight of an innocent 
riband, that can authorife a people 
to lay violent hands upon the coniti- 
tution, which protects their rights, 
and guard their liberties, They mutt 
feel an a&tual deprivation of their 
equal rights, and fee an actual im- 
pofiibility for their reltoration in any 
other manner, before they can have 
a right to lay their hands on their 
fwords, and appeal to Heaven. Thefe 
are not the principles of flavery ; 
they are the tenets of the only ge- 
nuine liberty, which confifts in a 
mean equally diftant from the defpo- 
tifm of an individual, as of a million. 
They are fanctioned by our own uni- 
form example, and will, I truft, ne- 
ver be departed from by the molt 
enlightened, and moft virtuous peo- 
ple onthe globe. For fixteen years 
the people of America endured a con- 
tinual fucceffion of every indignity, 
which the pride of dominion, the in- 
folence of power, and the rapacity of 
avarice, could infli&t upon them, be- 
fore they could refolve to renounce 
an authority 3000 miles diftant from 
them; and even then they were fo 
far from thinking they had a right to 
do whatever they chofe, that by the 
very a&t which renounced their con- 
nection with Great Britan they ex- 
pofed to the world their own fuffer- 
ings, and the various a¢ts of tyranny 
which had compelled them ¢ to ac- 
quiefce in the neceffity which de- 
nounced the feparation,’ and ¢ ap- 
peated to the Supreme Judge of the 
world for the reétitude of their inten- 
tions.’ No fir, the venerable cha- 
ra¢ter who drew up this declaration 
never could believe, that the rights 
of a nation have no other limits than 
its powers, Since the revolution, the 
people of the United flates have a- 
gain been compelled to form a na- 
tional government, and in its forma- 
tion proceeded in the fame {pirit. 
‘The confederation was found totally 
incompetent for the purpofes for 
which it was inftituted ; not from an 
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abufe of the delegated powers, in 
thofe by whom it was adminiftered, 
but becaufe icarcely any powers at 
all had been given. The inefficiency 
of that fyftem had long been fully de- 
monitrated, and had reduced us to 
extreme diftrefs. The ftates, united 
but in name, were upon the verge of 
general bankruptcy. Their credit, 
funk to the loweft ebb, was upon the 
point of expiring ; and their exhauft- 
ed treafury gave perpetually the lie 
to their public faith, fo often and fo 
folemnly pledged. The forcible ties 
of a common intereft, directed to one 
great objet during the war, were 
greatly loofened by the accomplith- 
ment of that objeét ; and the feeds of 
mutual hoftility were fown by the par- 
tial commercial regulations of the re- 
fpective ftates. ‘The revenue laws, 
which had been enatted in feveral of 
the ftates, were not able to fupport 
their credit, and yet were fo unequal 
in their operation, that numerous bo- 
dies of men, in more than one of the 
flates, appeared in open rebellion a= 
gainft the mildeft governments. that 
ever were inftituted. Inftead of the 
glorious reward which the people had 
expected for their virtuous exertions, 
internal difcord, and infamy abroad, 
prefented themfelves in dreary per- 
fpective before them. At that criti- 
cal period, when the fyftem to be an- 
nihilated was an empty name, and 
there was only a government to be 
formed, the national conftitution was 
prefented to the people of America 
‘in their original character ;’ and 
even then its exiftence was to depend 
upon the afient of nine ftates, that is, 
two thirds of the people. Very for- 
tunately it has at length been freely 
adopted by ail the members of the 
union; bet the extreme difficulty 
which impeded the progrefs of its 
adoption, and the various amend- 
ments, which, in many of the ftates, 
Were in a manner made the condition 
of their affent, exhibit the fulleft evi- 
dence, what a more than Herculean 
tak it is to unite the opinions of a 
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free people upon any fyftem of go- 
vernment whatever. 

Under the fanction of fuch autho- 
rity, I venture to affert that the peo- 
ple of England have no right to de- 
ftroy their government, unlefs in its 
operation the rights of the people are 
really oppreffed, and unlefs they have 
attempted in vain every conft.tutional 
mode of obtaining redrefs. Thcfe 
principles ought to operate with pe- 
culiar force upon the people of Eng- 
land, becaufe, in the uncertain and 
hazardous event of a revolution, they 
have more to lofe, and lefs to gain, 
than any other European nation, and 
becaufe whatever they may acquire 
mutt, in all probability, be purchafed 
at the expence of a civil war. When 
provifion is made for the alteration 
of a conftitution, otherwife than by 
the common legiflative power, it may 
be done comparatively without diffi- 
culty or danger; but where this power 
is already delegated, with the other 
powers of legiflation, the people can- 
not ufe it themfelves, except in their 
original, individual, unreprefented 


character; and they cannot acquire 


the right to aét in that capacity, un- 
til the power which they have thus 
conveyed in truit, has been abdicated 
by the extreme abufes of its admini- 
flration. 

When Mr. Paine invited the peo- 
ple of England to deftroy their pre- 
fent government and form another 
conflitution, he fhould have given 
them fober reafoning and not flippant 
witticims. He fhould have expiain« 
ed to them the nature of the griev- 
ances by which they are opprefled, 
and demonftrated the impofiibiliry of 
reforming the government in its 
prefent organization. He fhould 
have pointed out to them fome pofli- 
ble method for them to act in their 
original character, without a to al dif- 
folution of civil focicty amorg them 3 
he thould have proved what great ad- 
vantages tuey would reap as a nation 
from ituch a revolution, without dif 
guifing the great dangers and formi- 

dable 
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dable. difficulties with which it muft 
be attended. ye 

‘The principal and moft dangerous 
abufes in the Englifh government avife 
lefS from the defects inherent in the 
conititution, than from the ftate of 
fociety; the univerfal venality and 
corruption which pervades all claffes 
of men in that kingdom, aud which 
a change of government could not re- 
form. — Ww ithrefpettt to the expediency 
of a revolut‘on in England, I muit 

inquire how the nation can be brought 
to act in their origi: al charafter ? 
Mr. Paine, perhaps, from the deli- 
cacy of his firuation, has iaid nothing 
openly upon this very important point. 
Yet, 3 in ts wo different parts of his work, 
he feems obfcurely to hit two me- 
thods for the accoinpliihment of this 
object. When he compares the fitua- 
tion of the citizens of London to that 
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of the inhabitants of Paris jut before 
the taking of the Baftile, it feems as 
if it was with an intention to recom- 
mend a fimilar infurrection for the 
purpofe of difperfing the parliament, 
and expelling the king, which would 
leave the nation without any govern- 
ment at all, and compel them at all 
events to act in their original cha- 
rater. When he. advifes * Revolu- 
tions by accommodation,’ he mutt 
robably mean, that a convention — 
fould be called by act of parliament 
to regenerate their conftitution. [ 
cannot imagine any other method of 
anfwering his purpofe. Mr. Paine 
feeins to think it as eafy for a nation 
to change its government, as for a 
man to change his coat! But I con- 
feis, both the modes of proceeding 
which he fuggetts appear to me to be 
liable to great objections. 


CHARACTER ‘of King Witt1am and Queen Mary. 


Jo the Epiror of the Unitversat Macazing. 


Sir, 


The Memory of King gr iias and Queen Mary having been grofsly vilified in a 
late celebraced Libel, Lbave xa Doske but th: following juft Delineation cf thofé 
roo excellent Sovereigns will refeue their Characters from the unmerited Ob- 


doguy with which a.palit tical Saivip bas attempted to afperfe them. 


Y ha ve 


tuken it from ‘Dr. Somerville’s Hiftory of the Political ‘FranfaCtions, and 
of Parties, from the Reitoration of King Charles II, to the Death of King 


“William” Jam, &<. 


A ConstituTionaL REVOLUTIONIST<« 


Kinc WattraM. 

HE dawn of his life was lower- 

ing and clouded, and little 
promifed that luftre which brightened 
the meridian day. He was born in 
the feventh month, a few days after 
the death of his father, whofe au- 
thority had been declining under the 
oppofition of the Louvettein fa&tion. 
The fon, while in his cradle, was 
tript of all his hered'tary d:gnities 
and offices by a general aflembly of 
the ftates. His conit:tution was weak, 
his fortune narrow and embarrafled, 
his education cramped and neglected. 


3 


The native vigour of his genius, 
called forth by the diftrefles of his 
country, confuted thefe inaufpicious 
prefages of fortune, and :endered his 
future life an uninterrupted career of 
patriotifm and glory. 

The ambition of Lewis the four- 
teenth, intruding inte the frontiers of 
Holland, firft opened to the young 
prince a theatre for the ditvtay of 
thofe aftonifhing endowments, which 
proved nm to be worrhy of the ho- 
nours, as well as the name, of his re- 
nowned ancetlors. He was appointed 
adm'ral, captain-general, and at Jait 
reflored to the office of itadtholder. 

The 
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oF. The magnanimity, the exertion, dain, when propofed to him, upon 
th and the perfeverance, by which the terms ru'nous to the freedom of his 
a prince of Orage defeated the in- country. His acceflion to the throne 
nt, trigues and the armies of Lewis, not of England will appear no argument 
ld only protected the liberties: and en- againft this concluiion with thofe, who 
i gaged the confidence of hs country, conider, not only how important it 
alt but recommended him to the furround- was to her deliverance, but that it was 
a ing powers of Europe, trembli: g for an effential link in the chain of mea- 
lu their independency, as the fittelt per- fures, which was to connect and e!a- 
aft fon to form and conduét a fcheme of blith the liberties of Europe. If Wil- 
vot confederate refiftance to the ufurpa liam had not afcended the throne of 
~ tions of France. While the grandeur England, the grand alliance could 

: of the defien flattered his ambition, never have been completed, and ren- 
of its connexion with the liberties of the dered etiicrent to overpower the armies 
ys fates interefted his patriotic zeal. of France, aided by James, matter of 
_ In the fequel of his hiftory, it is the lberties of his fubjedts. 


- difficult to fay which we ought moit ‘Lhat liberality of defign, wh'ch 


on to admire, the variety and excellence dignified his negotiations and ex- 
Ke of his talents, or the fuccefs with tended his i:fluence upon the contie 
e 


which they were crowned. By a nent, was no leis conipicuous in the 





comprehenfive difcernment of the po- 
litical interefis of Europe ; by pene- 
tration into che characters of ‘ndivi- 
duals ; by addrefs in negotiation, he 
cemented ftates and princes, whofe 
interefts and prejudices fcemed moft 
oppolice and irreconcileable. By the 
firmnefs of his refolution ; by forti- 
tude under the malt diiaitrous events ; 
by fertility of expedients, he at lait 
furmounted every difficulty ; chatftifed 
the ambition of Lewis ; exhaufted the 
ftrength of France ; and wrought the 
deliverance of Holland, England, 
Spain, and the empire. 

As the moft illuitrious fame is an- 
nexed to exploits in the caufe of li- 
berty, fo, without a nearer infight 
into chara¢ter, we are at a lets to 
decide, in particular inances, whe- 
ther they refult from the fordid mo- 
tives of felf-intereft and ambition, or 
the more exalted ones of virtue and 
public {pirit. That the love of h- 
berty was predominant in the cha- 
ratter of William ; that his ambition 
was under the direétion of principie, 
and firbfervient to the caufe of juitice 
and the rights of mankind ; is attefted 
by the uniform tenour of his ations. 
Private emolument was with him no 
confideration, when the intereft of his 
country was at ftake. The alluring 
bait of royalty he repclied with dif- 


fcheme of his domeitic policy and go- 
vernment. By an-impartial difpen- 
fation of favours to ali parties in iiole 
land and England, he modesated their 
violence, and employed their united 
firength, in the defence of public li- 
berty. . No flattery, nor zeal for his 
perfonal aggrandifement, ever feduced 
him to give {cope to the refentment or 
ufurpation of any party. It was the 
deiire of his heart to accomplifh the 
moit extentive plan of religyous tole- 
ration; and, though he found himfelf 
thwarted by the prejudices of the peo- 
ple, yet he never relinguithed his li- 
beral purpoies from the dread of ob- 
loquy or mifreprefentation. His opi- 
nion, in queilions of the greateii po- 
litcal moment, he maintained with a 
firmne{s, rather honourable to his cha- 
racter, than favourable to his in- 
tereits, 

‘That his refpeét for religion was 
not feigned and political, but fincere 
and conftant, appeared, not oly from 
his regular and decent attendance 
upon the duties of focial worthip, but 
fiom the time and attention he al- 
lotted to private devotion. It was 
remarked that he never mentioned 
the truths of religion, but with feri- 
oufneis and veneration; and that he 
exprefied, upon all occafions, indig- 
nation againit examples of profanenefs 


and 








40 
and licentioufnefs. He maintained 
great equanimity under all viciffitudes 
of fortune; being neither immode- 
rately elated with profperity, nor de- 
jected with adverfity. Often fretted 
by the rudenefs of faétion, and the 
jealoufy and difcontents of his fub- 
jects, he ftill regulated his temper by 
the dictates of prudence, and reiigned 
his private inclinations and interefts 
for the fake of public peace. Though 
liable to fudden falhes of anger, yet 
he never harboured refentment in h's 
breatt ; and he even treated fome of 
thofe perfons, from whom he had re- 
ceived the hgheft perfonal injuries, 
with mildnefs and generofity. To 
fum up his talents and his virtues ; 
he pofieffed great natural fagacity, a 
retentive memory, a quick and accu- 
rate diicernment of the charaéters of 
men. He was active, brave, per- 
fevering ; and, to thefe qualities more 
than to his fkill as a general, he was 
indebted for his military fuccefs. His 
knowledge in politics was extenfive 
and profound ; his application to bufi- 
nefs ardent and indefatigable. An 
enthufiaftic lover of I.berty, he was 
ever true to his principles ; faithful in 
the difcharge of every truit committed 
to him; and in the characters of the 
ftatefman and general, acquired the 
confidence and praife of his friends, 
and excited the admiration and dread 
of his enemies. 

His talents and virtues belonged to 
the refpectable, rather than to the 
amiable clafs; and were formed to 
command efteem, more than to en- 
gage affections, 

For literature and the fine arts he 
difcovered no tatte. He had acquired 
none of thofe graces, which animate 
converfation, and embBllith charaéter, 
A filence and referve, bordering upon 
fullennefs, adhered to him, in the 
more retired fcenes of life, and feemed 
to indicate not only a diftafte for io- 
ciety, but a diftrytt of mankind. He 
was greatly deficient in the common 
forms of attention, His favours lott 
much of their value, by the coldnef 
ef the manner with which he con- 
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ferred them. He did not enough ace 
commodate himfelf to the open tem- 
per of a people who had {fo freely 
devoted their allegiance to him. His 
warm and fteady attachment to a few 
friends demonftrated that he was not 
deftitute of private friendfhip. He 
was occafionally furprifed into indul- 
gencies of mirth and humour; which 
fhewed, that he was not infenfible to 
the relaxation of focial amufement, 
But the infirmities of his conftitution ; 
the depreffion of his early fituation ; a 
fatal experience of deceitfulnefs and 
treachery, derived from his political 
intercourfe with mankind, the feriouf- 
nefs and weight of thofe objets, which 
continually preffed down his mind, con- 
trolled a propenfity, however ftrong, 
to confidence, ajfability, and plea~ 
fantry, and introduced habits of con- 
ftraint and gravity, which draw a veil 
over the attractions of virtue ; and 
frequently contribute, more than vici- 
ous affections, to render character un-~ 
popular. 





Queen Mary. 


Few characters have been more 
extolled by friends, or more vi- 
rulently traduced by enemies, than 
that of Mary. Unconnected with, 
and uninfluenced by party, we can be 
at no lofs to perceive, that her friends 
have founded their encomiums, upon 
the evidence of a temper and quali- 
fications honourable to the human 
charafter ; while the detraction and 
calumny of her enemies referred to 
facts extremely doubtful, and to cir- 
cumftances, occafioned by the pecu- 
liar difficulties of the part fhe was 
called upon to att. She poffeffed, in 
an eminent degree, all thofe accom- 
plifhments and graces, which coniti- 
tute the merit of her fex in domettic 
life. Her affability, mildnefs, and 
delicacy, captivated the affections of 
her companions and dependants. Such 
dexterity and prudence in the ma- 
nagement of parties, fuch difcretion 


and activity in the mot critical ~~ 
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of affairs, have rarely been found ina 
perion fo little additted to oftentation; 
and fo averie to interfere in public 
bufinefs. So devoid was fhe of am- 
bition, and fo indifferent to perfonal 
grandeur, that fhe not only rejecied 
the fervices of thofe, who were dif- 
poled to prefer her right to the:crown 
before that of her hufband, but the 
would not even participate of the ad- 
miniftration while he was in the coun- 
try, nor did fhe fo much as afpire at 
the influence, to which her ftation and 
merits entitled her. Her exemplary 
devotion, her zeal for the proteftant 
religion, her confcientious difpofal of 
ecclefiaftical preferments, her patron- 
age of ufeful defigns, and applicaiion 
to good works, render her memory 
precious to the friends of religion and 
virtue. If, upon particular occations, 
natural affection feemed to be languid, 
or fufpended ; if the appeared harth 
and undutiful, by confenting to the 
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dethronement of her father, or by 
efpoufing; with apparent animofity, 
the quarrel of her hufband with her 
fitter, her conduit in fuch inftances 
may be fairly afcribed, not only to a 
refpect for ner duty as a wife, but to 
the fingularly cridical fituation of him, 
to whom fhe ftvod in that relation. 
Nothing lefs than the mott cordial and 
unequivocal approbation of the con- 
duct of her huiband, could have ob- 
tained, or preferved to him, that au- 
thority, whch he derived from his 
relation to her. Whacever painful 
emotions fhe might feel, from the 
difgrace of her father, or from com- 
ing toa breach with her filler, yet. 
prudence required the concealment of 
them, to fecure the reputation and 
fafety of that perfon, who was the 
deareft objet of her affection, and the 
profperity of that caufe, which, fromi 
the pure influence of principle, the 
was zealous to promote. 


4n Account of the new Cuurcu at Paddington, near London : 
With a Perfpettive View of that elesant Strudture. 


AppincTon, a village in Mid- 

dlefex, at the weftern extre- 
mity of the metropolis, is now al- 
moft united to it by the late increafe of 
buildings ; while there are fill many 
fine {pots within its boundaries, which 
exhibit thé attractions of the moft ru- 
ral retreat. The church is a new 
firu@ure, the firft ftone of which was 
laid on the 12th of Auguft 1788; 
and it was cOnfecrated by the right 
reverend Dr. Beilby Porteus, bifhop 
of London, in Eafter week 17090. It 
is feated on an eminence, finely em- 
bofomed in vegerable elms. its figure 
is compofed of a fquare of about 
fiity feet. The centres, on each fide 
of the fquare, are projecting paral- 
lelograms, which give recefies for an 
zltar, a veitry, and two ftait-cafes. 
‘The roof terminates with a cupola 
and vane: on each of the fides is a 
door. That facing the fouth 1s de- 
corated with a portico compofed of 
the Tufcan and Doric orders, having 


niches on the fides. The weft has an 
arched window, under which is a cir- 
cular poriico of four columns, agree- 
able to the former compofition. At 
fome diftance round the church runs 
an elegant raling. From the p'inci+ 
pal gates of this, which aie orna- 
mented on the fides by obejifisy 
crowned by lamps, iome handiome 
gravel wa.ks lead to the ditferent 
coors of the chuach. A few trees, 
carelefily difpoted within the rails, 
would add not a little to the be.uty 
of this fingularly elegant fructures 
which has {fo recently rifen as a new 
ornament to one of the mo‘t pleafing 
fpots in the vicinity of Lo.don. The 
tout enjimble, however, produces avery 
pleafing effect from every point cf view 
(particularly from the Oxford, Edg- 
ware, and Harrow roads) and does 
the higheft credit to the tafte and fell 
of the archite&, Mr. John Plaw, of 
King-ftreet, Weftminfer. 
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On the Inattention of MANKIND fo the Means of fecuring their 
HAPPINESS. 


* Le Bonheur eft lobjet des defirs te tous les hommes, & non pas de leurs 


reflexions.’ 


Vi Hoever has been converfant 

in the authors of a neighbour- 
ing country, cannot but have had fre- 
quent opportunities of obferving their 
attachment to paradox ; and the fen- 
tence I have quoted by way of motto 
will not appear to many among the 
Jeait contrad:ftory. But man is, in 
fact, himieif a paradox; and that 
which the flower apprehension of {pe- 
culative reafon is apt to condemn as 
inconfiltency in the writer, is fre- 
quently noth'ng more than the fruit 
of that quick and lively penetration 
which makes the evor/a, rather than 
the ifr, the frene of its fludies, and 
perutes the living characters of the 


heart as much as the dead letter of 


fyitematic volumes. 

This remark, I am inclined to 
think, will particularly apply to this 
apparently inconfiitent fentence : for 
however theoretical gravity may re- 
volt at the idea, a very litde t'me de- 
voted to real obfervation, would in- 
form us of the bafis upon which it 
flands ; and convince us “that the ob- 
fervation, that ¢ Happinefs is the ob- 
ject of the “fires, but not of the re- 
AleZ cus of mankind,’ is as ies, OY 
in England as in Fiance. Indeed, 
the ing: onions ae rof the «EF, flay én 
the Life and V eitings of Helvetius,’ 
is not contented with the aifertion ; H 
for he proceeds to illuttrate it, by 
fhewing, that, in all ages, fo inat- 
teative to this important confideration 
has been even tnat clafs of fociety, 
from anem we amg a have ex- 


thole who a yuld feel k happlesh with 
the moft incefant diligence, a 
find themfeives but little affifted by 
inftru‘.ion in the means by which it 
is 'o be ebtained ; little Bera hi- 
therto been ¢c mopofed upon the fub- 
je, but a few vague maxims, fome 


Effai fur la Vie de Hex.vetius. 


trivial fongs, and three or four little 
effays.’ 

The philofophers of antiquity de- 
voted, it is true, a good deal of at- 
tention to this important fubject : but 
they have rather furnifhed us with 
plaufible phrafes than definite ideas ; 
and even in Seneca’s treatifes De Vita 
Beata and De Tranquillitate Anim, 
though there is a great degree of ge- 
nius, there jis but little that can be 
called philofophy. As for modern 
moralifts, they have been rather em- 
p'oyed in fatirizing human nature, 
than in delineating its hutory. ‘They 
profefs, indeed, to paint it as it is; 
but they only daub and disfigure it, 
and then reprobate the odicus de- 
form'ty they have created. Ignorant 
of the ¢rue principles of a benevolent 
relizion, they exile happinefs to the 
regions of heaven, and confider it as 
no inhab'tant of earth. With them 
the prefent is confidered, with refpect 
to felicity, as a blank; and every 
thing like enjoyment is referred to 
the future. So that, what with the 
unnatural duties of movattc folitude, 
and the cynical ravings of fanaticiim, 
we have been doomed to behold, in 
the molt delightful regions of the 
earth, the feience of happinefs de- 
firoyed by ideas of falvation, wh:ch 
neither reafon nor revelation incu'cate; 
for want of refe€ting, that bleffings 
would not have Laie frowered upon 
the world if not intended to be en- 
joyed; and that no terreitral plea- 
{ure can be reafonably looked upon as 
hotftile to eternal happ’ nefs, but fuch 
as are inconfiltent with the precepts 
of true piety and virtue. 

A few modern philofophers, it is 
true, of a very dferenr cait, have 
given to the world fome fight trea- 
tifes on the fubject of iublunary hap- 
pinefs ; of which, among the moi ce- 


lebrated 





a da en ood 
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lebrated, are thofe of Fontenelle and 
Maupertu's. But the firft of thefe, 
who had been long accuftomed to ex- 
ercife his talents only as a man of wit 
and fancy,-was not become a philo- 
fopher when he undertook to illuttrate 
this important theme. He was even 
ignorant of the art of generalizing his 
ideas; and though he has d ftufed 
through his work feveral ufeful truths, 
very fineiy conceived, he has fo ar- 
ranged his fyiterr, as to be appl:cable 
only to his own part cular character, 
tafte, and fituaton. ‘The mind of ar- 
dent fenfibility wll find nothing in this 
fyftem, which it can apply to its own 
feelings ; in fhort, it contains but few 
obfervations on the manner of render- 
ing felicity more general, and only 
informs us how Fontenelle m ght him- 
felf be happy. 

Maupertu's, on the other hand, a 
man of a mortified and jealous {pirit, 
who was m {erable becaufe he was not 
the firft man of his age; Maupertuis, 
with the affiflance of two or three falie 
definitions, by reprefenting our de- 
fires as our torments, labour for a 
ftate of fuffering, our hopes only as 
fources of grief, and the like, defcribes 
mankind as overwhelmed by azcumu- 
lated miferies. According to him, 
even exiftence is an ev:'l; and while 
he is {peaking of happinefs, he ap- 
pears almoit tempted to fuicide, 

Such is the review, which a lively 
Frenchman has given us of the writ- 
ings of the ancients and moderns on 
the fubje&t of human happinefs. 

With refpect to the fyitem of Mau- 
pertuis, the Englifh reader will not 
be at a lofs to recollect thofe, who 
have walked the fame melancholy 
round; and imparting the hues of 
their own gloomy minds to the objes 
of their animadverfion, intead of in- 


ftructing us how happinefs is to be. 


obtained, have impelled us, jn a man- 
ner, to defpair, 
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In fhort, in this grand and mof 
important puriuit, philofophy has hi- 
therto afiited us with but few in- 
fiructions ; nor is it, therefore, fur- 
prifing, that the unguided multitude, 
refigned to the dominion of capricious 
fancy, or the blind impulte of iuftinc-: 
tive appetite, have fo often been be- 
wildered in the maze of error, and 
found a phantom initead of a fubitance 
in their void embrace. 

The fuperior negligence, however, 
of mankind, in this :eipeét, cannot 
but be matter of animadverfion to the 
curious obferver; nor can he but be 
furprifed, when he looks around, and 
fees no one enquiring after what every 
one feems fo eager to purfue. .The: 
miler, in queit of wealth, learns how 
money may be obtained; and the 
fcience of tactics employs the ft. d’ous 
attention of the aipiring foldier. 
Every art and every excellence has 
its peculiar mytteries, without which: 
no one ever hopes to obtain its ho-: 
nours ; nay the moft mechanica! pro- 
feifion is attained by diligent applicae: 
tion; and every profehor feeks for 
fuch peculiar acquiiitons as are ef- 
fential to his favourite puriuit : but 
happinets alone, which is the common _ 
wilt of all, feems by all to be reiigned 
to chance, or to be loosed upon as a 
kind of appendage to the object of 
each man’s puriuit, which will come. 
unfolicited, whenever that object is 
attained. : 

Can we then be furprifed, . that 
repining and difcontent are fo often 
the attendants of profper ty 3 or that , 
men, who icein to have attained every 
object they profeiled to purfue, feem 
yet to he fo far from being happy ? 
Ought we not rather to be furprifed 
if the event were otherwife ; if happi- 
nefs, the molt important abject of our 
lives, were to be obtained without 
tie reflection asd enguiry which al. 
moft every thing belide requires ? 


REFLEC. 
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ns on the ConcrusioNn of the On, and the 


Commencement of the New YEAR. 


F time, ever on the wing, 
which no power can reflrain, 

and no art can reftore, another por- 
tion is fed! Of every reader, a con- 
fiderable part of the life is elapfed, 
in the return of this {eafon ; 3 and sow 
coniiderable a part of it, who can teil ? 
— many of them have pajied 
y much the greater proportion of 
their plgrimage, and may not have 
another year to continue m this vale 
of tears; highly probable it is that 
with divers of them, the enfuing one 
will be the latt they will number, of 
revolving funs! Seeing then, that 
what may remain of our exiltence, 
whether it be long or fho:t; whether 
this be the lait of many fature years 
are appointed to us, or permitted us 
to fojourn among men, is fo uncer- 
tain ~ fubject to {9 many dangers —and 
of fo precarious a tenure ; how much 
does it intereft us to refolve to improve 
the future, more than we have done 
the pait; and ferioufly to meditate 
the improvement of our minds, and 
diligently to inform and correct our 
judgments! In this view of things, 
what fhould be our fenfations, on a 
candid retrofpect of the paft year? 
Can we do it with approbation and 
with joy ; Or ought we, ‘ trembling 


to make the black review,’ to do it 
with grief and with tears? However 
little this fubject, which many will 
think a melancholy one, may be 
efteemed important, or intereiting 

yet it deeply and nearly concerns us 
to make the inquiry; and whether 
deemed worth the confideration or 
not, at preient, by fuch as put far 
from them the day of account, be- 
caule the balance wears an unfavour- 
able afpect; yet they may be af- 
fured, that its approach is certain ; 
and that though they now dimifs the 
thought, they can neither poftpone 
nor evade the advent of it; but that 
by how much the more they now 
flight it, with fo much the greater fe- 
verity will it come! Of fuch mo- 
ment, then, is 3t that we repent of the 
paft (and how {mall is the number 
who have not caufe to repent!) and 
refolve for the future! Refolve ta 
correét, to diminifh, to forfake what- 
ever has ftained the paft with caufe of 
repentance ; and to determine to fow, 
for the fature, hopes of a better har- 
veit, and to prepare ground for more 
pleafing refleCtions, and more com- 
fortable feelings: in a word, fo to 
number our days, as to apply our 
hearts unto wifdom ! Moratis. 


ANECDOTE of g@ HortTENToOT. 


Anper Stet, governor of the 

Cape of Good Hope, havin 
procured a Hottentot child, caufed \ 
him to be educated according to the 
manners and cuftoms of Europe. Fine 
clothes were given to him; he was 
taught feveral languages; and his 
progrefs fully correfpor Sid with the 
care taken of his education. Wander 
Stel fent him to India, under the 
protection of a commifflary general, 
who employed hitn with advantage in 
the company’s affairs. After the death 
of the commiffary, this Hot’entot re- 
turned to the Cape. A few days 
after, while on a vilit to fome Hot- 
tentots, his relations, he formed a re- 
folution of pulling off his European 


drefs, in order to clothe himfelf with 

fheep’s fkin, He then repaired to 
Vander Stel, in this new attire, carry- 
ing a bundle containing his old clothes ; 
and, prefenting them to the governor, 
addrefled him as follows: * Be fo 
kind, fir, as to obferve, that I for 
ever renounce thefe clothes; I am 
determined ta live and to die in the 
religion, manners, and cuftoms of 
my anceftors. The only favour I 
have to beg of you is, that you will 
fuffer me to keep the necklace and 
cutlafs which | now wear.’—Having 
delivered this fpeech, he immediately 
betook himfelf to fight, without wait- 
ing for the governor’s anfwer, and 


was never afterward feen at the Cape. 
An 
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fn Authentic Account of the TRriat of an Information againft 
Tuomas Paring, for a LigeL, entitled “* Rights of Man, Part II,” 
before Lord Kenyon, and a Special Fury, at Guildhall, December 


18, 1792. 


HE information was opened by Mr.” 


PeRcIVAL. It ftated, in the ufual 
technical language, that Thomas Paine, 
being a wicked, malicious, feditious, and 
‘ill-diipofed pe.fon, and difaffected to the 
king and government, had traduced the 
happy revolution effected by the prince of 
Orange, afterward king William IIl— 
the acceptance of the crown by the faid 
prince and queen Mary—the convention 
parliament, which had conferred the crown 
on their faid majeities—and the bill of 
rights, including the fettlement of the 
fucceffion: That he had endeavoured to 
reprefent, that thefe were refpeétively con- 
trary to the rights and intereit of the peo. 
ple; that our hereditary regal government 
was a tyranny; that our pa:liament was 
a wicked, corrupt, and unneceffary efta- 
blifhment ; that the king, lords, and com- 
mons tyrannized over the people ; and 
that thus he had endeavoured to infufe 
groundlefs difcontents aga‘nft the king 
and parliament, as well as againft our 
conftitution, laws, and government. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL then rofe, 
and firlt ftated to the Jury, that he deem- 
ed it neceflary to contrad:ct a report, that 
this projécution did not correfpond with 
his private judgment; which was fo far 
from being the faét, that he fhou!d think 
he deferved to be expelled from his high 
fituation, had he hefitated, one inftant, to 
bring * this enornmoyg offender’ before a 
jury. 

The publication in queftion had been 
preceded by one on the fame fubjeét, 
which, though very reprehenfible, he had 
overlooked, upon this principle, that it 
might not be proper, at all times, for a 
public profecutor to be tharp in his profe- 
¢cutions, or to have it faid, that he was 
infumental in preventing any kind of 
public difeuffion, rome he might think 
it very far from that which is legitimate 
and proper diicuffion. From fome cir. 
cumflances, moreover, he had conceived, 
that this firft publication wonld be con- 
fined to the judicious reader, who would 
refute as he went along. But when he 
found that a {till more reprehenfible book 
was circulated with incredible induttry ; 
that even children’s fweetmeats were wiap- 


~ 


ped up in parts of it, in hopes that they 
might read it; and that it was obtruded, 
in all fhapes and fizes, upon that part of 
the public-who could™not be fuppofd to 
be converfant in fuch fubjeéts, and, there- 
fore, who could not corre&t as they went 
along ; he thought it behoved him, upon 
the earliett opportunity (which was the 
firft day of the term fucceeding this publi- 
cation) to put a charge upon record againft 
its author. 

The Attorney General then ftated what 
it was he imputed to this book. And, 
firft, he imputed to it a wilful intention to 
vilify, and thereby bring ‘nto contempt 
and abhorrence, the whole corttitution of 
this country; not as introduced (whch 
he would never admit) but as explained 
and refored at the revolution. It was a 
deliberate defign to eradicate from the 
minds of the people that enthufiattic love 
with which they had hitherto regarded the 
conftitution, and thereby to do the utmoft 
mifchief that any human being could do 
in this fociety. And, certainly, if this 
conftitution thal} be attacked by contemp- 
tuous expreflions, dogmatical di&a, and 
ready-made propofitions, offered to the 
underttandings of men, properly folici- 
tous, indeed, about the nature of thei¢ 
conftitution, but who, at the fame time, 
might eatily be impofed upon to their own 
cettiuétion, they might be brought to have 
diffdence and even abhorrence of that 
which is the fecurity of all that is dear to 
us.-—-He farther imputed to this book, 
that it reprefented our limited movarchy 
as an opprelfive tyrapny ; our while le- 
giflature as an ufurpation ; and our laws, 
grounded upon this ufurped authority, as 
in themfelves null, or, to ute the author's 
own words, that * there is little or no law 
in this counuy.” 

The Attorney General expstiated on 
the deltruétive confequences of holding out 
fuch a doGirine to a community of ten or | 
twelve millions of people. He charged 
the author with employing an artifice, 
dangerous in the extreme to fuch as were 
not enabled by their education and habits 
to difcern it. This artifice was, to ftate 
all the obje€tions that could be urged to 
monarchy fepaiately confidered, and to 
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pure and fimple ariftocracy, but not to fay 
a word tefpecting thefe two as combined 
with a democracy ; carefully concealing 
alfo every circumflance that regards that 
wo'lt of all governments, an unbalanced 
peor icy, which is neceflarily pregnant 
with a demvcrancal tyranny. 

To j jucge of the malignant intention of 
the auihoi, the Attorney General detired 
the jury to confider the phrafe and manner 
as weli as the matter of the book. The 
phrate wa: infidicus and artful ; the man- 
her, 1 many snitances, fcoffing and cun- 
tein tuous 5 which Was a fh: wrt ¢ a and of:e 
prevalent argument wth the ignoant or 
credulous. The matter, in his confcience, 
be called treafon, although, technically 
Speaking, it was not fo; for by our laws, 
he thanked God, the definitions of treafon 
were to be kept within ther molt ci:cum- 
feribed bounds. He defied the jury to 
remark the difference of the mi - ef that 
might happen fiom {preading doctrines of 
this fori, and that which m ght refult 
from any treafon whatever. 

In the caf of the uimott degree of trea- 
fon, even perpetrating the death of a prince 
upon the throne, the law has found the 
means of fiupplying that calamity, fo us 
to fave the country from any p rmanent 
injury. But where was the power that 
could fill up the chafm of a confitution 
that has bren growing, not four 700 years 
(as Mr. Paine affeits) from the Norman 
conqueit, but from time impoffible to trace ; 
that nas heen grawing up (as 1s ev. dent from 
the fymptoms Julios Ceiar obferved when 
he found our anceftors nearly favages in 
the country) from the molt iemote period, 
till it was confummiated at the reve.ution, 
ae eae forth in all its fplendour ? 

Mr. Paine had farther impued to the 
exiftence of cur conttitution the very evils 
infeparable from human fociety, or even 
from human nature. Bur it wes not cif- 
ficult to ditinguith weil-meant difcuffion 
tiom a deliberate detizn to calummiate the 
conffitution, and withdraw men’s alle- 
giance from tt. This book was not cal- 
culated to diicufs and to convince, but to 
per! form the fhorter procets of inflamma- 
tion; not to reafon, but to ditate; and 
that in fuch a manner, and with fuch cr- 
cuinitances, as could leave no doubt in the 
minds of the jury of what was paffing in 
the heart of the author. 

The Attmey General then ftated, that 
(nct wifhing to load the record unnecef- 
far ly) he had feletted only fix or feven 
paiiages, that went to the very root of our 

3 








conftitution. The firft they would find 
in pge 21 of the book, as follows : 

* All hereditary government is in its 
nature tyranny. An heritable Crown, or 
an heritable ‘Throne, or by wat other fan- 
ciful name fuch things may be called, have 
no other fgnficant explanation than that 
mankind are heritab'e property. To in- 
herit a government, is to imherit the peo- 
ple, as st they were flocks ana herds!" 

Vaus, fad the Attorney General, the 
author ftates it voundly, without any qua- 
hification, that, under all circumitanuces 
whatever, hereditary government mult, 
its nature, be tyranny; fo that not even 
the Subordination of hereditary government 
to th: law, which ts the only pasamount 
thing known 1m this country, cin take it 
out of the defcription of tyranny. But 
the regal cffice here is nothing more than 
a trutt executed for the people; the per- 
fn who fills that office being underftood 
to be neither more nor lefs than the chief 
executive magiftrate, heading the whole 

adation of magiftracy. But this pwa- 
a holds out to the people, that they 
are noughr but flaves ; and, certainly, if 
they are under a tyranny, it is impo flible 
to draw any other confequence. More- 
over, how contemptuous, vilifying, and 
degrading are the exprefions, Or by what 
other fanci ul name fich sbings may be 
called, applied to that which we are ace 
cultomed to lock to with reverence —the 
reprefentation of the whole body cf ma- 
gufbracy and of the liw! He tells us, in 
the jalt fentence, that the peopie of Eng- 
land are inherited by a king, and are pre- 
cilcly in the cafe of theep and oxen. The 
jury would judge, whether fuch abominu- 
ble falihood, delivered’ out in bits and 
{eraps of this fort, did not call for punith- 
ment. For the very reverie was the cafe: 
the king of this country inherits av office 
under the law: he dacs not inherit per- 
fous: nor are any, even the lowelt of us, 
in a ttate of villanage. 

The Attorney General then read a paf- 
fage in the bo ok, PISe 47> in which the 
author is {peaking of the congrels at Phi- 
Jadelphia in 1787, which was held, be- 
cauie the government of America was 
fom nd to be extremely defective as at firtt 
ettahl ifhed. ‘J he paflage runs thus :. 


This convention met at Philade!phia 


m May 1787, of which general Wafhing- 
ton wis eleéted prefident. He was not at 
that ime connected with any of the {tate- 
governments, or with congrefs. He de- 
livered up his commiflion “when the war 
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ended, and fince then had lived a private 
itizen. 

« The convention went deeply into all 
the fubjeéts ; and having, afer a variety 
of debare and inveftigation, agreed among 
themfeives upon the feveial parts of a fe- 
deral conttitution, the next queition was, 
the manser of giving it authority and 
practice. 

‘ For this purpofe, they did not, like a 
cabal of courtiers, fend for a Dutch Stadt- 
holder, or a German Elector ; but they 
referred the whole matter to the fenfe and 
intereft of the country.” 

Here again, faid the Attorney General, 
the revolurion and the act of fertlement 
ttae us in the face, as if the intereft and 
the fenfe of the country were not at all 
confulted, bur, on the contrary, ii was a 
mere cabal of ccurtiers. A man, iniend- 
ing to write hftory only, would have been 
content to flate what a@tually did pats on 
thateccafion. This laft fenience, couched 
in fuch inflaming and contemp vous tems, 
was totally unneceflary, excep tor the de- 
lihera'e purpole of calumny. Had it been 
omitted, the narration would have been 
perfc€. it would h ve peocecved thus: 
* Yhey firtt dirs&ted that the propo'ed 
conftiution fheuid be ettablithed ; fecond- 
ly, that each flare fhould elect a conven 
ton, for the purpofe of taking it pio cun- 
fideraticn, and ratifying cr reiecting it, 
&c.——Here the Atio:ney General ob- 
ferved, thit the libellous paffage itood in- 
falatd between the two parts of the con- 
nested ftory. It was what he weant by a 
dogma, officioully and deignedly thrutt 
in, for the purpoies of miclvet. But the 
arufice of the ook coniited, in ticking 
here and there, tn this manner, the differ- 
ent wicked paflages that were intended to 
do michiet in this coun'ry. 

fhe Attorney General then read the 
following palfaze in pag- 52 of the b. ok: 

g} §° 5 

©The hillory of the idwards and Hen- 
ries, and up to the commenccment of the 
Stuarts, exl:bits as many initances of ty- 
ranny as could be aéted within the limits 
to which the nation had reftrsSted ir. 
The Stuarts endeavoured to pais thofe li- 
mits, and their fate is well known. In 
ail thofe iniiances we f e nothing of a con- 
ftruton, buc only of reftrictions on ai- 
funed power. 

* After this, another William, delcend- 
ed from the fame ttock, and chiming from 


the fame orn, ganda poll: fiion ; and of 
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one. The af, call -the Pill of Rights, 
comes here into view. What is it but a 
bargain, which the parts of the govern- 
ment made with each other to divide pow- 
ers, profits, and privileges? You hail 
have fo much, and I will have the reit; 
and with refpeét to the nation, it faid, for 
your foare, YOU fhall have the right of 
petitioning. This being the cate, the Bill 
of Rights is more proply a bill of 
wrongs, and of infult. As to what is 
called the Convention Parliament, it was 
athng that made itfelf, and then made 
the authority by which it adted. A tew 
perfons got together, and called themfelves 
by that name. Severa! of them had never 
been elected, and none of them for the 
purpote. 

‘ From the time of William, a fpecies 
of government arcfe, iffuing cut of this 
coaliuon Bill of Rights (and more foy 
fince the corruption introduced at the Ha- 
nover fuccetlion, by the agency of Wal- 
peice) that can be deiembed by no other 
name than a delpote ‘eg Mauon. Though 
the parts may embarrafs each other, the 
whole has no bounds; and the only right 
it acknowledges cut of itfelt is the night of 
petioning. Where then is the conttitu- 
tion either that gives or that reftrains 
power ? 

* It is not becauf: a part of the govern- 
ment is elective, that mekes it lets a def 
pouln, if the prions fo cleéted, poflets 
afterward, as a parlament, uniunited 
powers. Election, in ths cafe, becomes 
feparated from reprefentauon, ard the 
candidates are candidar:s tor detpom,” 

On th’s pafluge tie Attorney General 
obferved, that from the Edwards and Hen- 
ries to the revolution it was nota regwar 
progrefion of tyranny, but @ progrefiion 
of Liberty 5 where iS, acc id ny to Mere 
Paine’s repretintation, all the power chat 
exited diusing that pe nd was aflumption 
and ulurpation. In ‘ths refle@ion. cn our 
former fovere'yns, he thought the author 
might have {pared Edward 7, the great 
founder of our juritprudence, befide tome 
other princes, the glory of this country. 
a With refpe & to toe Bill of Rights, of 
which the author had fo contumelio ily 
froker, it was that, fad the Attorney 
General, on which refied the lives, Iher~ 
ties, ved property of the peopte of this 
ccuntry. To evince this, and .o demone 
firate the faltity of Mir. Pame’s offer tron, 
that © the people hed gained noth ng 
by that bil but the maht of petinoning,? 
he ree pralated ns excellunt proviiiens in 
favour of our i:be:ties, all whieh a de. 
Clares 
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clares to be ‘ the true, ancient, and indu- 
bitable rights and liberties of the people 
of this kingdom.’ Were ¢ defperate-ruf- 
fians then, who aie to be found in every 
country,’ thas to attack the unalienable 
rights and privileges, which fhould de- 
feend undiminifhed to pofter ty? Could 
fuch language as Mr. Paine’s be called 
difcuffion ? \t was nothing but deception ; 
and that deception confilted of the moft 
abominable fiupprefion. Not a word of 
the a€t was quoied. The poor mechanic 
to whom ths paffage is addrefled, was told 
that he had been wronged and iniulted at 
the revolution. But the aét itfelf was 
kept out of fight; and it could not be 
fuppoted that he had it by him to con- 
fult. 

The Attorney General then read the 
following p.fiage from page 56 of the 
book : 

‘ The attention of the Government of 
England (tor I rather chooie to ca!l it by 
this name, than the Englif Government) 
appears, fince its pouucal connexion with 
Germany, to have been fo completely en- 
grofled and abforbed by foreign affairs, 
and the means of raifing texes, that it 
feems to exiit for no other puipoles. Do- 
meitic concerns aie negle&ted ; and, with 
vefpect to regular law, there is {carcely 
fuch a thing.” 

Here the Attorney General, after ob- 
ferving ‘ the dogmnat col and cavaher wan 
ner, in which thete things are aff-rted” ap- 
pealed to the fury, whether the legifiatuve 


chad, or had no’, fince the revolu ion, ad- 


verted to domettic concerns. .To prove 
that they had, he appealed to the growing 
profperity of this country, ¢ from the mo- 
inent that the night-mare was taken off its 
ftomach which had prefled upon it up to 
that moment.” 

The next paffage he read was froma 
Note in page 63: 

¢ With retpeét to the two houfes, of 
which the Enylhh pariiamenc 1s compdfed, 
they appear to be effectually imtluenced 
into one, and, as a legitlature, to have no 
temper of its own. The Miniter, who- 
ever he ai any time may be, touches it as 
with an opium wand, and it fleeps obe- 
dience. 

© But if we look at the diftin& abilities 
of the two houtes, the difference will ap- 
pear fo great, as to thew the incenfittency 
of placing power where there can be no 
certainty of the judgment to ule it. 
Wretciied as the ttate of repre entation is 
in Engiand, it ‘s manhood ccinpared with 
what 1s called the Houfe of Loids; and 


fo little is this nicknamed hoitfe regarded, 
that the people fcarcely enquire at any 
time what it is doing. It appears alfo to 
be moft under influence, and the fartheit 
removed trom the general intereft of the 
nation.” 

Here, faid the Attorney General, is 
another dogma, without a fingle faét or 
argument ; but itis held out, that there 
is no energy in either the ariftocratical or 
democraiical parts of our conft:tution, but 
that they‘are afleep, and we might juft as 
well have ftatues there. In what a con- 
temptuous manner too did he fpeak of the 
ariftocratica) part of our conftitution ; an 
eflentially beneficial part, whofe great and 
permanent intereft in the couotsy rendered 
them a firm barrier againit any encroach- 
ment ! 

The paffige next read was from page 
107: 

‘ Having thus glanced at fome of the 
deteéts of the two Houfes of Parliament, 
I proceed to what is ca! ed the Crown, up- 
on which I hall be very concile. 

* It fignifies a nominal office of a mi!- 
lion tterling a year, the bufinets of which 
coniilts in receiving the money. Whe- 
ther the perfon be wile or fool.fh, fane or 
infane, a native or a foreigner, matters 
not. Every miniftiy a€&s upon the fame 
idea that Mr. Burke writes, namely, that 
the people mutt be hoo.lwinked, and held 
in fuperititious ignorance by fome bug- 
bear or other; and what ts called the 
Crown anfwers this purpole, and there- 
fore it aniwers all the purpofes to be ex- 
pected from it. This is more than con 
be {aid of the other two branches. ‘I he 
hazaid to which this office is expoted in «'| 
countries, is not from any thing than can 
happen to the man, but fiom what may 
happen to the nation—the danger of its 
coming to 1s fenies.” 

On ths paflage the Atrorney General 
was content to obftrve, that, according 
to this, we have been infane thele feren or 
eight hundred years 5 and our inanity hi- 
ving contmued fo long, he trufted ux God, 
it was incurable. 

The next paffage read was a note in 
page 116: 

¢ T happened to be in Enaland at the 
celebration of the centenary of the revolu- 
tion of 1688. The charact rs of William 
and Mavy have always wppear-d to me ce- 
teflable; the one fecking to detlroy inis 
uncle, ard the other her fathe:, to grt 
pofietion of power themitives 5 yet, 33 
the nation was difpofed ro think fome! ing 
of that event, I felt hurt at teeing it al- 
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cribe the whole reputation of it toa man 
who had uncertaken it as a job, and who, 
befide what he otherwife got, charged 
600,000. for the expence of the little ficet 
that brought him from Holland. George 
the Firtt acted the fame clote-fitted part as 
William hid done, and bougat the duchy 
of Bremen with the mon y he got from 
England, 2 50,0001. over and above his pay 
as king: and having thus purchated it at 
the expence of England, added it to his 
Hanoverian dominions for his own private 
profit. In fact, every nation that does 
not govern itfelf, is governed as a job. 
England has been the prey of jobs ever 
fince the revolution. 

Thus, according to this author, a na- 
tion that has confented, from time imme- 
moria!, to be governed by a democracy, 
an ariitocracy, and an hereditary execu- 
tive fupreme magiitrate, and, moreover, 
by a law paramount, which ALL are 
bound to obey—is not governed by :tfeir, 
but is governed as a job ! 

The lait patiage read was from page 161: 

The traud, hypocrify, and impolition 
of governmen's, are now beginning to be 
too well underftood to promife them any 
Jong career, he farce of monarchy and 


ariitocracy, in all counuies, is following 
thatof chivalry, and Mr. Burke is dret- 


fing for the funeral. Let it then pais 
quietly to the tomb of all other follies, and 
the mcurners be comforted. 

‘The time is not very dittant when 
England will laugh at ivelf for fending to 
Holland, Hanover, Zell, or Bruniwick 
for men, at the expence ef a million a 
year, who underttood neither her laws, her 
language, nor her intereft, and whofe ca- 
pacities would {carcely have fitted them for 
the office of parifh contiable. If govern- 
ment could be truited to fuch hands, it 
muft be fome eafy and fimp!e thing in- 
deed, and materials fit for all the pur- 
pofis may be found in every town and 
village in England. 

The Attorney General, after obferving 
that this is faid of William UI, George 
I and IT, and of our prefent fovereign, 
proceeded to flare, that the policy of our 
contt:tution had ever avoided, except when 
driven to it by melancholy neceffity, to 
diturb the hereditary {ucceflion; and, 
rather than break through this rule, it had 
wifely thought it better to feat even a fo- 
teigner upon the throne. And as this 
paffage went to decry hereditary monarchy 
as neceflarily defesiive, the Attorney Ge- 
eral appealed to hiftory, whether it were 
hot the permanent defect of elective fove- 
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reigns, that they are feldom men ef anY 
confideration ; for it has mott freque itlY 
happened, ihat when the country has bee 
dejolated by turbulent factions, the fuc- 
cefsful faétion fets up a tool whom it can 
itfelf govern at pleafire. And it has 
happened, hat fuch tations, when a ci- 
vil war arifes, (which muft almolt necef- 
farily be the cale in ele&tive monarchies) 
not chooling to come to the conclufion of 
an aimed contelt, have chofén a very weak 
perion, each in hope of ftrerethening h's 
party by the time the periosical civil war 
fhould come ronnd. Theie inconvenien- 
cies would be found to have generally pre- 
vailed in chive monarch es to a greater 
degree thon could arife} from the natural 
infirmities of princes who fucceed to their 
thrones, by hereditary right m the con- 
ftitution of Great Biiiain. But with re- 
{pe to the defeéts of hereditary monarchy , 
th’s author had rot ftated any of the re- 
medies provided, which in fairnefs he 
fhould have dene. He had not tated the 
numerous counei’s of a king, his council 
of parliament, his council of judges in 
matiers of law, and his privy-council. 
He had not flated the vefvontibilty of 
thofe councils, (‘ome tn point of character, 
fome ot perfonal refpontibility) nor the 
re!ponfibility of thofe immediate fervants 
who condu@ the executive gove:nment. 
Nor had he thated the appointment of ree 
gents. [he whole, thercfore, was nothing 
but grofs fupprefion and wilful m fiepre- 
fentation to excite difcontent m_ half. 
informed minds. 

* Unquettionably,” faid the Attorney 
General, ¢ I do, at this moment, recole 
leét one illutirious exception to that doc. 
trine I have ftated, of men not the mof& 
capable of government hav:ng, ing neral, 
been chofen in the cafe of elective monar- 
chies ; andthat is a man whom no indig- 
nities, no misfortunes, no diffippoint. 
ments, no civil commotions, no provoca- 
tions ever forced from the full and tleady 
poll flion of a ftrong mind, which has al- 
ways rien with elatticity under a!l the 
preflures that } have (tated, and he, 
though not in one fenfe of that word a 
great Prince, yet is certainly a great Man, 
who will go down as fuch to the lateft 
pofterity : I mean the king of Poland. 
Do not imagine, gentlemen, that my ad- 
ver ting to thisilluitrious charadéter is ufelets. 
Every gentlemen who hears me, knows 
he had a confiderable part of his matured 
education in this country. Here he fami- 
hanized himlelf with the conititution of 
this country. Here he became informed 
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of the provifions of what this man calls 
the Bill of Wrongs and Infults, without 
diipwagement to him, fer i believe him 
to be a juft and wile prince, of great na- 
tural facultis: here it was that he faw, 
and could alone learn, how the regal go- 
vernment of a free people was conduéted, 
and that under a prince of the houle of 
Bruniwick.* 

Having concluded his comments on the 
pafliges he had ‘elected, as thofe which 
ditclofed the mott offenfiye doftrines in 
the book, (ihatis, fuch as went funda- 
menta'ly to the overturning of the govern- 
ment of this country) the Attorney Ge- 
neral next obferved, that he fhoyld ex- 
prefs his farther fentiments on the fubject 
in the words of a very able writer, who 
was fecond in the executive government of 
America, (that is, the fecond in the exer- 
cife cf the regal part of that government) 
and who had written an anfwer to this 
book of Mr. Paine, lett an ill impreffion 
fhould be made by it on the weaker part 
of mankind in that country. Here the 
Attorney Gereral read three paflages from 
Mr. Adams’ Anfwer to Paine’s Rights of 
Man. one of which is contained in our 
extracts from that excellent Pamphlet *, 

The Attorney General ten faid, that 
he fhould produce evidence to prove, that 
Mr. Paine was the writer of this book, 
by his own repeated admiffion, and by 
letters under his hand; over and above 
which he fhould produce a letter, addrefled 
to himielf as Attorney General ; in which 
letter Mr. Paine not only avowed bhimfelf 
to be the author, but farther, i that let- 
ter there was matter apparently fhewing 
thé intention with whicn the book was 
w itten, namely, to vilify our conititution, 
and to injure this country irretrievably. 

Mr. Erskine objeted to ihe reading 
of this letter, becaufé it might be the fub- 
jet of a dittin& protecution, and was 
wyitten, moreover, long fubfequent to the 
publication in queftion. His objestion 
was the ttronger, becaufe he underftood 
that this letter contained clear and unequi- 
yocal lihelious matter, fuch as he fhould 
admt, upon every princple ot the Eng- 
hth law, ta bea libel. On this very ac- 
count, he trutted that his lordfhip would 
vot fiiffer the mind of the jury to be di- 
verted from the matter which was the fub- 
jest of the prefent profecution, and to go 
mto matter which might hereafter be the 
fubjeét of a dittins&t and independent pro- 
fecytion. 


* See page 37, column 2 


Lord Kenyon faid, that if the letter 
went a jot to prove that the defendant was 
the author of the book, he could not re- 
je& that evidence. In profecutions for 
high tr.afon, where overt aés are laid, 
overt ats not laid might be proved, to 
prave thofe that were laid. 

The ATTORNtY GEN ERAL then read 
the letter, which was dated Paris, Nov. 
11, and not only contained very indecent 
invective and defiance, but, toward the 
conclufion of it, the moft feandalous, if 
not treafonabie, expreffions concerning 
our auguit fovereign and his fons. ‘The 
Attoiney General commented upon this 
pert of the letter with great emotion and 
indi.naton, and in a manner that had a 
vilible cffe&t on the feelings of the jury and 
the court. In the courfe of the letter, 
Mr. Paine, who is now in France, a 
member of the National Convention, ha- 
ving infultingly afked (in allufion to this 
circumftancé) ‘Whom he was profecu- 
ting, and on whom would the verdit 
fall?’ the Attorney General faid, that he 
was profecuting both him and his work ; 
and if he fucceeded in this profcution, 
the author fhould never return to this 
country but iz vinculis; for he would 
outlaw him. 

The Attorney General concluded by 
obferving, that according as the jury 
thould be of opinion, that the neceffarily 
milchievous tendency. and intent of the 
book was, or was not, as he had ftated, 
fuch would necetfarily be their verdict. 
He had done his duty in bringing before 
a jury an oifender of this magnitude. 
Whatever might be the event, he was {a- 
tished with having placed this great and 
flourithng community under the powerful 
field of their protection 

some witnefles were then examined, 
who proved the hand-writing of the de- 
fendant, and that he was the author of 
the publication. The evidence for the 
crown being clofed, 

Mr. ERSKINE rvfe in favour of the de- 
fendant. He took notice of the ftrong 
fenfibility which the Attorney Gereral had 
exhibited figns of, in commenting on the 
letter fuppofed to have been wiitten to him 
from Fiance. € What then, faid Mr. 
Evfkine, ‘mult be my feelings! He can 
oniy feel for the auguft character whom 
he reprefents in this place, as a (ubject for 
his fovereign, too far removed by cuitom, 
and by law, from the intercourfes which 
generate affection, to’ produce any other 
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fentimnents than thofe that flow from a 
relation common to us all. But it will 
be remembered, that I itand in the fame 
relation * toward another Great Perfon, 
more deeply implicated by th's fuppoted 
letter ; who, not reftrained from the cul- 
tivation of perfonal attachment by thole 
qualifications which mult always {eure 
them, has exalted my du'y of a {ubiect to 
a prince, into a warm and honeft affection 
hetween man and man.” Mr. Erfkine then 
pofitively denied that this letter proceeded 
trom the defendant. He noticed the im- 
prefhon it had made upon the jury; and 
he contended that it ought not to have 
been brought into the fervice of the cavfe. 
Tt was no part of the charge on the record ; 
it had no exiftence for months after the 
wok was publifhed : it was not writien 
(if written at all by him) till after he had 
been at Dover, in a manner infultingly cx- 
pelled from the country by the iniluence 
of government, and had become the fiib- 
ject of another country. It could nor, 
therefore, by any fair inference, decypher 
the mind cf the author when he compofed 
his work, or atfeé&t the con/ruétion of the 
language in which the work was written. 
The introdu&ion of this letter, therefore, 
was a fort of direlection of the objeét of 
the profecution, which was to condemn 
the book ; for, if the condemnation of the 
author was to be obtained, not by the 
woik itfelf, but by collateral matter, not 
even exifting when it was written, nor 
known to ‘ts various publifhers throughout 
the kingdom, how could a verdict upon 
fuch gscunds, condemn the woik, or cri- 
minate other publifhers, ttrangers to the 
collateral matter upon which the verdigét 
mghr be obtained ? 

Mr. Ertkine then neticed ¢ the calumni- 
ous clamour,’ which had been railed and 
kept up againft him, for having under- 
taken the defence of Mr. Paine. £ Little 
did they know me,” faid he, ‘ who thought 
that fuch proceedings would influence my 
conduct: I will for ever, at all hazards, 
alive the dignity, independence, and in- 
tegrity of the ENGLisH Bar 3° without 
which, impartial juiti¢e, the moft valuable 
pat of the Englith conititution, can have 
no exittence. For, from the moment that 
any advocate can be permitted to fay, that 
he will or will noc ftand between the crown 
and a fubjeS arraigned m the court where 
he dai'y fits to praétice, from that moment 
the L.berties of England are at anend. If 
tie advogate refutes to defend, from what 


st 
he may think of the charge or of the des 
fence, he aflumes the charagter of the 
judge ;. nay, he affimes it before the hour 
of judgment; and, in proportion to his 
tank ard reputation, puts the heavy in- 
fluence of, perhaps, a nultsken opimony 
into the fcale againit the aceufed, in whole 
favour the benevolent principle of Enghfli 
law makes all prefumptions, and wiuch 
commands the very judge to be his coun- 
fel.” 

Mr. Erskine then ftated to the jury, 
that thev were noi to judge of the quettion, 
fiom their opinion of ths or that particu- 
lar conttitution, but folely from the rule 
laid down by the Engl:th law, trom which 
alone they derived their jurii@ion: The 
law pofitively required, for the fecurity of 
the fubject, that every charge of a libel 
complicated with extrintic facts and cir 
cumttences, dehors the writing, mutt ape 
pear Jiteraliv on the record, that the de- 
fendant might know what crime he is 
called upon to anfwer, and how to ftand 
upon his defence. And Here the record 
did not tlate any one extrinfic fa&t or cir- 
cumftanee, to render the work criminal 
at one time more than arother. here 
was nothing, therefore, which cotild give 
the jury any jurifdiction beyond the coti- 
ftruétion of the evork icy; and they 
could not be juftificd in hiding it crimis 
vial, becaufe publifhed at this time, uniets 
it would have been a criminal publication 
under any circumitances, or at any other 
time. The caufe, therefore, refolyed its 
felf into a quettion of the deepeft import- 
ance—the nature and extent of ihe liberty 
of the Englifh pre/s. 

Here Nir. Erskine took an opportanity 
of declaring his firm attachment to the 
genuine principles of the Briuth govern- 
ment, obiervirg, that he fhould detend 
his clien’ pon principles, not ciily cct- 
fiftent with the permanence and fecur'ty of 
that government, but, wiihout the efa- 
biithment of whieh, it never could have 
had an exiftence. 

‘ The fropofition,” faid Mr. Erskiney 
¢ which I maintain as the bafis of the liberty 
of the prefs; and without whith it is an 
empty found, is this: that every many 
not intending to miflead, but fecking to 
enlighten others with what his own reefor 
and conicience, however erroneoutly, dit. 
tate to him as woth, may addrefs hinmlelfé 
to the univerfal reafon of a whoie nationg 
either upon the fubjeét of governments i 
generaly or upon that of our own pariieds 


* Mr. Extkine is Attortiey General to the Prince of Wales. 
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Jar country ; that he may analyze the prin- 
ciples of its conitiution, port out its 
encrs and defects, examine and publifh 
its corruptions, warn his fellow citizens 
againtt their runous confequences, and 
excit his whole faculties in pointing out 
the molt advantageous changes in eila- 
biifhments which he confiders to be radi- 
caily defeétive, or fliding from their ob- 
ject by abu'e. All this every fubiedt of 
this country has a right to do, if he con- 
templates on'y what he thinks its happi- 
nels, and but fesks to change the public 
mind by the conviction which flows from 
reafonings diétated by conicience. 

© 1f, indeed, he writes what he does not 
think; if, contemplating the mifery of 
others, he wickedly condemns what his 
own undet(tanding cpproves ; or, even ad- 
mitting his real difguft againit the go 
vernment or its corruptions, if he calum- 
niates Living mag:firates, or holds cut to 
individuals, that they Rave a right to run 
b-fore the public mind in their condué 
that they may oppofe, by contumacy 
force, what private reafon oaly ? 
proves 5 that they may difobey the law, 
becaule their judgment condemns it; or 
refit the public wiil becaufe they henettly 
with to change it; he is then a criminal, 
upon every principle of rativnal peley, as 
wel] as upon the immemorial precedents of 
Englith juitice; becanle fuch a pei fon fieks 
to difunite individuals from their duty to 
the whole, and excites to overt aéts of mi{- 
condué& ina part ef the community, in- 
ficad of endeavouring to change, by the 
impulie of reafon, that univertal aflent 
which, im this and m every country, con- 
fiitutes the law to; sil. 

Upon this batis, Mr. Erfkine faid, he 
wold reit his client’s caute. £o far frem 
having promulgated any dotvines that tend 
to withdraw individuals from their fub- 
jection to the Jaw by which the whole na- 
tion confents to be governed, he infiited, 
that his chent had tindiovfly meulcated 
the direct contrary. He quoted a paflage 
from the work, to fhew tim the only 
Rights of Man for whch Mr. Paise con- 
tended, were the rights for which all. go- 
vernments are eft: red. His cleni had 
initrutted him to admit, that, when go- 
vernment is once confituted, no indivi- 
duals, without rebsilion, can withdraw 
their obedience trom it; that all attempts 
to excite them toit are highly criminal, 
for the moft obvious reafons of policy and 
juitice ; that nothing fhert of the will of 
a whole people can change or affect ihe 
rule by which a nation ts to be governed ; 
and that no private opinion, however ho- 
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neftly inimical to the forms or fubftance 
of the law, can juitify refiftance to its au- 
thority, while it remains in force. He 
not only admitted the truth of all this 
doétrine, but confented to be convicted, 
and I alfo, faid Mr. Erfkine, confent for 
him, unlefs his work fhall be found ttu- 
dioufly to inculcate thefe great princ'p'es 
of government which it is charged to have 
been wiitten to deftroy. ‘ Let me not, 
therefore,” continued Mr. Erikine, * be 
fu'pected to be contending, that it is law- 
ful to writea book pointing out defeéts in 
the Englith government, and exciting in- 
dividuals to dettroy its fanétions, and to 
refule obedience. But, on the other hand, 
i do contend, that it is lawful to addrefs 
the Englth nation on thefe momentous 
fubjeéis ; for had it not been for this un- 
alienable right (thanks be to God and our 
fathers for eftablifhing it) how fhould we 
have had this conftitution which we fo 
loudly boatt of ? If, in the march of the 
human mind, no man could have gone 
before the eftablifhments of the time he 
lived in, how could our eitablithment, by 
reiierated changes, have become what it 
is? If no man could have awakened the 
public mind to errors and abuies m our 
government, how could it have paffed on 
from ftage to tlage, through reformation 
and revolution, fo as to anive from bar« 
barifm to fuch a pitch of happinefs and 
perfection, that the attorney-generai con- 
fidvs it as profanation to touch it any 
farther, or to look for any future amend- 
ment ? Bat in this manner power has 
reafoned in every age. Government, in 
its own efimation, has been at all umes a 
fyitem of perfeétion, buta free prets has 
examined and deteéted its errors, and the 
people have happily reformed them ; this 
freedom has alone made cur government 
what it is, and alone cam preferve it.” 

Mr. Eifkine then expatiated cn the 
torrent of preiadice which had hurried 
away the public mind with refpeét to Mr. 
Paine. A trial under fuch cucumitances 
was incompanble with that impartial ad- 
minifration of juftice, im which alone 
the iubjeét could find, what he had a mght 
to expect, and what was, ‘the choiceft 
fruit that grew on the tree of Engiith li- 
berty — Security under the Law. But fo 
facred had the treedom of trial ever been 
he'd in Englind, fo anxioufly did Juitice 
guard again every poflible bias in her 
paih, that if the pubhe mind has b en 
locally agitated upon any fubtcét in ju ig- 
mem, the forum is either changed, of 
the trial poftponed — He cited the cate of 
the Dean of st. Afaph, whole trial for a 
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libel had been put off by his lordthip, 
then chief jutiice of Cheiter, on account 
of certain influencing ci:cumttances, which 
had occurred at the time, although they 
related in no refpeSt. to the Dean himtelf, 
being only the circulation of certain ex= 
traéts from ancient authors on the gene- 
ral rights of juries to coniider the mno- 
cence as well as the guilt of the acculed ; 
yet ftill as the recolleétion of thete rights 
was prefled forward with a view to affett 
the proceedings, to guard the principle 
the proccedings were poi poned. 

Was Mr. Paine then to be the only ex- 
ception to thefe admirble provifions ? 
Was the Eng] th law to judge him, ttript 
of the armour with which its univerial 
juttice encircled all others ? Should we, 
in the very act of judging him for detract- 
ing from the Eng!ith government, fornith 
hm with jult matter of reprobation, in- 
ftead of detraétion? Here Mr. Ertkine 
mentioned a variety of circumitances, trom 
all which he infifted, that the defendant's 
cau'e had been prejudged. It might be 
fad, Mr. E:ikine chierved, that he had 
made no met:on to put off the trial for 
ihefe caufes. Vie was fenfible that he 
fhou'd have had e ual juftice from that 
quarter, if he had biought himielf within 


the rule. But when, he afked, fhould 


he have been betier off in the prefent af- 


p: & of things ? 

Here Mr. E:fkine adverted again to the 
fuppoled letter, which he defired the jury 
to diimifs entirely from their recolicction, 
asa ‘ibel upon the king, which no part of 
the information charged; which might 
hereafter be the fubjeét of a ditinét prote- 
cution ; ard which he confidered (and, 
indeed, had always heard treated) as a 
forge:y, contrived to injure the merits of 
the cavfe, and perfonally to embarrals 
him im its defence 

Mr. Ertkme particularized various cir- 
cumitances to fhew, that the conicience 
and underftanding of his client (xo satier 
whether erronecufly or not) were deeply 
imprefied with the matters contained in 
the book; that he addiefled it to the 
reafon of the nation at large, not to the 
peflions of individuals; and, that im the 
ue of its influence, he contemplated only 
what appeared to bim (though it may not 
tous) tobe the intereft and happmeis cf 
England, and the whole human race. 
The patricular parts arraigned had been 
tread, Mr. Ertkine faid, by his conint, 
en the prefumpion that on retiring from 
the court, the jury would carefully com- 
pare them with the context, and all the 


53 


parts with the whole viewed together 
The moft common letter could not be 
read, in acaufe to prove an obligation of 
twenty fhillings, without the whole bang 
read, that the writer’s meaning might be 
{een without dec: ption. And in a crimi- 
nal charge of only four pages and a half, 
out of awork containing nearly 200, the 
jury could not, even with the appearance 
of common juitice, pronounce a judgment, 
withour the mott deliberate comparifon. 
Mr. Evtkine thea read the preface, which 
he maintained to be declaratory of the 
fp rit and intention of the whole, and m 
which the fentiments of his client were 
exprefsly to this effect: § That he obeys 
alaw until it is repealed; that obed ence 
isnot only his principle but his practice, 
fince his difebedience of a Jaw from think- 
ing it bad, nnght appiv to juitify another 
man in the difobedience of a good one, 
and thus individuals would give the rule 
for themf-lves, and not focie'y for all.— 
The iame principle, Mr. Erfkine fa‘d, 
pervade: the whole book. and tf the jury 
could find a fingle fentence in it to the 
contiary, he would freely abandon the 
caufe. Buta writing could never be fe- 
ditious, in fenfe of the Engl.th law, 
which itates, that the government leans 
on the univerfal will for its fupport. 
© This univerfil will,” ja:id Mr. Erfkine, 
© is the bett and fecureft title which his ma- 
jelly and his family have to the throne of 
thefe kingdoms; and, in proportion to 
the wifdom of our inittutions, the ttle 
mult, in common fenfe, become the itong 
er: f© little idea, indeed, have I cf any 
other, that in my place in parliament, not 
a week ago, I confidered it as the beit 
way of exprefling my att-chment to the 
contiution, as eltablithcd at the revola- 
ticn, to declare (f believe in the prefence 
of the heir apparent of the crown, for 
whom I have the greate perfonal zea!) 
that his majelty reagned in England by 
choce and conient, as the magiilrate of 
the Englith people, not indeed a confent 
and choice by perfonal ele&tion, lke a 
king of Polond, the worft of all poffible 
contiitutions 3 but by the election of a 
fam'ly tov great national objeSts, in de- 
fiance of that hereditary mght, which only 
becomes tyranny, in the fenfe of Mr. 
Paine, when it claims to inhent a nation, 
inftead of governing by their confent, and 
continuing for its benefit. And this fen- 
timent has the advantage of Mr. Burke’s 
high authority, who fays with great truth, 
in a Lester to his Conttiuents, € Poo little 
depend.uce cannot be had, at this time of 
day 
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day on names and prejudices: the eyes of 
mankind are opened; and communities 
mutt be heid together by a vilible and fo- 
hd interett.”. 1 believe, Gentlemen of the 
Jury, that the prince of Wales will al- 
ways render this title dear to the people. 
The Attorney General can only tell you 
what he believes of him3;. I can tell you 
what I know, and what I am botnd to 
declare, fince this prince may be traduced 
in every part of the kingdom, without its 
coming often in quetton, till brought in 
to load a defence with matter colla'eral to 
the charge. I therefore affert, that when- 
ever this prince fhall come to the throne, 
he will make the conttitution of Great 
Britain the foundation of ali his conduct.’ 

M:. Erfkine then oblferved, that both 
the parts of the Rights of Man had been 
ocesfioned by a previous book of Mr. 
Burke’s. Who was right, and who wrorg, 
in the contention of cpnions, was not the 
quetton. Mr. Pame might be right 
throughout, but Mr. Burke could not.— 
Mr. Pame had been uniform in his opi- 
nions, but Mr. Burke had not. Mir. 
Buike could only be right in part; but 
fhould Mr Paine be even miiiaken in the 
whole, fill he (Mr. E:tkine) was not re- 
moved from the principle of his defence. 
He admitted that Mr. Paine was a repub- 
lican; that he undoubrediy ment to de- 
clue our coniiitution defective in its forms, 
and contamimated with abutes, which, in 
his judgment, wou!d, one day er other, 
bring on the ruin of us ail. But fell, af 
his book contained no attack upon the 
King’s maieity, or any other livmg ma- 
gittrate ; if it excited no refittance to ma- 
giirates, but, on the contrary, inculcated, 
as it dors, obsdence to government, then, 
whatever be its defects, che quettion con 
tinves as before, an unmixed quettion of 
the jiberty of the preis. 

Hae cguin Mr. Frtkine declared his 
ajusivation of the rea’ principles of our 
conflitution ; a conitimieon which had 
been productive of various benefits, and 
would produce many more hereafter, ¢ if 





we had wifdom enough to pluck up thofe 
weeds that grew in the richeft foils, and 
among the brighrett flowers.” 

He agreed with the merchants of Lon- 
don, that the Englith government was 
equal to the rtormation of its own abules, 
But abules it unqueitionably had, which 
called loudly for reformation, and the 
exiftence of which had been the theme of 
our greatelt ftatefinen. To prove this, 
he quoted part of a fpeech of the late fir 
George S:ville, during the American 
war *. He read alfo Mr. Burke's fa- 
vourable opinion of Mr. Paine’s * Com- 
mon Senfé,” a pamphlet, whch contains 
every principle of government, and every 
abule m the Britith conttitut‘on, which is 
to be found in the ¢ Rights of Man +.” 
After expatiating on Mr. Burke’s ‘ Re- 
fleciions on the French Revolution,’ as 
the fole occafion of Mr. Paine’s publica- 
tions, and ttating the true nature of here- 
ditary fucceflion in this country, he quoted 
a paflage fiom a celebrated book ot Mr. 
Burke’s, in which he maintains this -pofi- 
tion, — Phat, while our government is well 
adininiftered, it is not in the power of 
factions or Ibels to ditturb it; though, 
when muinifters are in tault, they are ture 
to fet down all dilturbances to thefe 
caules [. He read alfo fome  paflages 
fiom Mr. Paley’s Principles of Poli:cal 
and Mora! Phlofophy, to fhew, that 
freedom and affe€tion, and the ferfe of 
advantages, are the beit and the only fup- 
ports of government. 

If it were urged, that thefe were the 
grave fpeculative opinions of a friend to 
the Englith government, whereas Mr. 
Paine was its profeifed enemy, till the 
principle is, that every man, while he 
obeys the laws, is to think for himle!f, 
and to conduét himtelf as he thinks. 
€ The very ends of fociety,” faid Mr. 
Erfkine, *exaét this ticence 5 and the po- 
licy of tre law, in i's provifions for its 
fecurity, has tacitly fa.Guoned it. Writ- 
ings againit a free and well- proportioned 
government, need nor be guarded agzintt 


* Here Mr. Evkkine introduced the following beautiful chara&ter of fir George Sa- 
ville, by Mir. Burke: ¢ His fortune is among the largeft; a fortune, which, wholly 
unincumbered as sé is, without cne fingle ch irge frem luxury, vanity, or excels, finks 
under the benevolence of its dhipenter. This private benevolence, expanding itielf 
into patriontin, renders his whole bemg the elite of the public, in wh:ch he has not 
referved a péculizm toy himte'f, of profit, diverfion, or relaxation. Dusing the feflion, 
the firft in, anc the latt out cf the Houfe of Commons; he paffts trom the fenate to 
the camp; and, feldom feeing the teat of his ance2ors, he is always in parliament to 
ferve his country, or in the fiei! to defend it * 


+ Burke's Letter to the Sheriffs of Britel, 


PAG" 33, 34. 


} Thoughts on the cauf of the preient Diutcontents, page, 5, 6- 
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by laws. They cannot often exit, and 
never with effect. The juft and awful 
principles of fociety ase rarely brought 
forward, but when they are infulted and 
denied, or abufed in practice: Mr. Locke's 
Eifay on Government, we owe to fir Ro- 
bert Filmer, as weowe Mr. Paine’s to 
Mr. Burke ; and, indeed, between the ar- 
guments of Filmer and Burke, I fee no 
ellential difference; fince it is not worth 
difputing, whether a king exift by Di- 
vine right, or indiffoluble Human com- 
pact, if he ex'tt whether we will or no. 
lf his exiflence be without our confent, 
and to continue without our benefit, it 
matters not whether his: ttle be from God 
or from Man.’ —To iljuftrate this, Mr, 
Erfkine read fome paflages from Mr. 
Locke. After which he obferved, that if 
it were faid, that Mr. Locke went great 
lengihs in his pofitions, this could not be 
objected to Mr. Hume, from whofe hittory 
(vol. ii. pege 88.) he read a paffage in 
which the {ame fentiments were exprefled ; 
and he read a quotation too from Mr. 
Burke, in which this ttrong fentence oc- 
curs: *If any afk me whata free go- 
vernment is, I anfwer, That it is what 
the people think fo ; and that they, and not 
I, are the natural, lawful, and competent 
judges of the matter. 

Having {tated all this to thew, that there 


was not that novelty in the opinions of the 
defendant, that fhould Jead the jury to 
think that he did not bova fide entertain 
them, Mr. Erfkine preceeded to the ge- 
neral queftion of the liberty of the prefs. 
And here he infifted, that if Mr. Paine 


entertained fuch opinions, he had a right 


to promulgate them. ¢ The moft effential 
freedoms of mankind,’ fiid he, ¢ have 
been but flowly and gradually received ; 
and fo yery late, indeed, do fome of them 
come to maturity, that notwithitanding 
the Attorney General tells you that the 
queition I am now agitating, is moft pe- 
culiarly for your coniideration, AS A JURY, 
under our ANCIENT Conttituton, yet I 
mutt remind both you and him, that your 
juriftiGtion to confider and deal with it at 
all in judgment, is but A YEAR OLD.=- 
When, before that late period, I ventured, 
to maintain’ this very RIGHT OF A JURY 
over the queftion of Libel under the fame 
ancient Conititution, before a noble and 
reverend magiftrate of the molt exalted 
underttanding, and of the molt uncor- 
rupted integrity *, he treated me, (not 
with difiegard, indeed, for of that his na- 
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ture was incapable, but with indulgence) 
as you do a child while it is |ifping its 
prattle out of feafon; and if this caufe 
had been tried then, inftead of now, the 
defendant muit have been inftantly con- 
victed on the proof of the publication, 
whatever you m:ght have thought of his 
cae. Yet, I have lived to fee it refolved, 
by an almoft unanimous vote of the whole 
parliament of England, that I had all 
along been in the right. If this be not an 
awful leffon of caution concern’ng cpini- 
ons, where are fuch leffons to be read ? 

‘If Mr. Burke be right in Hs princi- 
ples of Goveinment, I admit that the 
Prefs, in my fenfe of its freedom, ought 
not tobe fiee, xor free in any fenje at all; 
and that all adarefles to the people upon 
the fubject of government, and all {pe- 
culations of amendm nt, are illegal and 
criminal ; for, if the people have, with- 
out poflible recai, delegated all their au- 
thorities, they have no jurifdi&tion to aét, 
and therefore none to think, upon fuci 
fubjeéis ; and it is a libel to arraign go- 
vernment for any of its acts, before thofe 
that have no jurifdi&tion to correét them. 
But, fince it isa fettled rulein the law of 
England, that the fubjeét may always ad- 
diefs a competent jurfd:Sion, on every 
matter within it, no legal argument can 
fhake the freedom of the prefs in any fenfe 
of it, if I am fupported in my doétrines 
concerning the unalienable rights of the 
people, to change, or to reform their go- 
vernments. Indeed, it is becaufe the Li- 
berty of the Prefs refolves itielf into this 
great iffue, that it has been, in every time 
and country, the laft liberty which fub- 
jects have been able to wrett from power. 
Other liberties are held under govern- 
ments, but the liberty of opinion keeps 
governments themfelves in due fubjection 
to their duties, This has produced the 
martyrdom of truth in every age; and the 
world. has only purged itfelf from igno- 
rance with the innocent blood of thofe 
who have enlightened it. 

¢ The Saviour of Mankind expired upon 
acro{s, and his Apoftles followed him in 
the trai of Martyrs. When he came in 
the ficth, he might have come like the 
Mahometan Prophet, as a powerful fove- 
reign, and propagated that religion with 
an unconquerable {word, which even now, 
after the lapfe of ages, is but flowly mov- 
ing, under the influence of reafon, over 
the face of the earth: but fuch a procefs 
would have been inconfiftent with his 
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miffion, which was to confound the pride, 
and eftabl:fh the univerial r ghts of men; 
he came, therefoie, in that lowly ftate which 
is reprefented in the Gotp!, and preached 
his confolations to the poor 

6 When the foundation of this relizion 
was difcovered to be invuinerab'e and im- 
mortal, we find political power taking the 
church into partner‘h p 1 hus began the 
corrupuons both of Reigion and Civil 
Power, ana, hand on» land together, what 
havock have they vot made in the world ; 
rali by ignorance and the pertecution 
of truth! Kut this very perfecution only 
hiitened the revival of letters and hberty, 
which was to detiroy the one and to raife 
up the other. Nay, you will find, that 
in the exact proportion that knowledge and 
Je »rning have been beat down and fettered, 
they have dettroyed the Governments that 
bound them. The Court of Star Cham- 
ber, the firlt retirigtion on the Prefs of 
England, was erefted in 1637. From 
that moment no man could legally write 
without an Impt matur from the State; 
but wuth and freedom found their way 
with preater force through fecret channels ; 
and the unvappy Cha.ies, unwarned by a 
free prfs, was brouzht in eleven years 
after ward to an 1gnominious deavh. 
€ When men can freely communicate 
how jutherings, real or 


the:r thought s and 
imag vary, their pathons {pend themie.ves 
in air, dike gunpowder featteed upon the 
furface ; but pent up by terrors, they 
work unfeen like fubtcrraneous fire, Euvit 
forth in earthquake, and deftroy every 


thing in their courle. Let reafon be op- 
poled to reafon, and argument to argu- 
ment, and every good government will 
be (af. 

‘The Ufurper, Cromwell, purfued the 
fame ty%em of reftrain. in fupport of his 
government, and the end of it fpcedily 
followed. 

«At the Reftoration, the Star-Cham- 
ber Ordnance of 1637, was worked up 
into an A& of Parliamert, and was fol- 
lowed up, during that reign, and the fhort 
one that followed it, by the moft fangui- 
nary pro‘ecutions; but what fa&t in hif- 
tory is more notorious, than that this 
coutemptible policy prepared and haftened 
on the Revolution. At that great era 
thefe cobwebs were all brushed away ; 
the freedom of the Prefs was regenerated ; 
and the Country, ruled by its affections, 
has fince enjoyed a century of tranquillity 
and glory.—Thus, in proportion as the 
Prefs has been free, Englith Government 
has been fecure,” 
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To illuftrate and enforce this pofition, 
Mr. Ertkine quoted the authorities of 
Milton, Mr. Hume, Dr. Johnfon, earl 
Stanhope, and lord Loughborough. He 
adverted to Milton’s vifit to the famous 
Galileo, whom he found in the inquifi- 
tion for not thinking in Aftronomy with 
the Francifcan and Dominican Monks, 

‘ And what event,’ faid Mr. Erikine, 
ought more deeply to affe&t us? The 
very laws of Nature were to bend under 
the rod of a Licenfer. This illuftrious 
Attronomer ended his life in a prifan, be- 
caufe, in feeing the phafes of Venus 
through his newly invented telefcope, he 
peenounced, that fhe fhone with borrowed 
light, and from the Sun as the centre of 
the univerfe. This was the mighty 
crime, the placing the Sun in the cen:re; 
tha: Sun, which now inhabits it upon 
the foundation of mathematical truih; 
which enables us to traverfe the patolefs 
ocein, and to carry our line and rule 
among other worlds, which, but for Ga- 
lileo, we had never known.’ 

Mr. Erikine then proceeded to the 
paflages feleéted by the Attorney General. 
With retpeét to the firlt, he denied that 
any fuch doétrine, tht the people of this 
country were driven like oxen or fhicep, 
was inftiled by Mr. Paine. © When he 
meintans,’ fad Mr. Erfkine, € that he 
reditary monarchy inherits a people like 
flocks and herds, it is cler, from the 
context (which is kept out of view) that 
he is combating the propofition in Mr, 
Burke's book, which affurts, that the he- 
reditary monarchy of England is fattened 
upon the pcople of England, by indiffolu- 
ble compiét. Mr. Paine, on the contrary, 
afferts the king of England to be the ma- 
giftrate of the people, exiting by their 
confent, which is utierly incompatible 
with their being driven Jike herds. His 
argument, therefore, ts this, and it re- 
torts on his adverfay; he fays, fuch a 
king as you reprefent the king of Eng- 
land to be, inheriting the people by virtne 
of conqueft, or of fome compre, which, 
having once exiited, cannot be diffolved 
while the original terms of it are kept, zs 
ai inheritance like flocks and herds. But 
I deny that to be the king of England's 
title; heis the magiftrate of the pecple, 
and thattitle [ refpect. It is to your own 
imaginary king of England, therefore, and 
not to his majefty, that your unfounded 
innuendos apply. It is the monarchs of 
Ruifia and Proffia, and all governments 
faitened upon unwilling fubiects by heres 
ditary indefeafible titles, that are ttigms- 
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tifed by Paine as inheriting the people like 
flocks. The fentence, therefore, mutt 
either be taken in the pure abjiract, and 
then itis not only merely fpeculative, but 
the application of itto our owa govern- 
ment fails altogether, or it mult be taken 
connected with the matter which contti- 
tutes the application, and then it is Mr. 
Burke’s king of England, and not his 
majefty, whofe title is denied.’ 

Speaking of the fecond paflage, ‘ Where,” 
faiid Mr. Erikine, * is the libel on the 
conftitution ? For whether king William 
was brought vover here by the fincere(t 
motives of the whole people of England, 
each man aéting for him‘elf, or through 
the motives and agencies imputed by the 
defendant, it fignifies nothing, at this 
time of day, to the eftablifhment itfelf, 
Blackttone warns us not to fix our obedi- 
ence or affection to the government, on 
the motives of our anceftors, or the reéti- 
tude of their reafonings, but to be fatisfied 
that it ts eltablifhed. Doany of you love 
the reformation the lefs beceufe Heary 
VIII was the author of it? or becaufe 
Inft and poverty, and ner religion, were 
his motives ? He had fquandered the trea- 
fies of his father, and he preferred Anne 
Bul'en to his queen: thefe were the caules 
which produced 't.—Whar then! does 
that affeét the purity of our reformed re- 
ligion, undermne its eftabl {hment, or 
fhake the king’s title as prince of the 
country, to the exclufion of thofe who 
held by the religion it had abolifhed? 
Will the Attorney General affirm, that I 
could be conv:éted of a libel for a whole 
volume of afperity againft Henry VIII, 
merely becaufe he effe€ted the reformation ; 
and if not, .why againit king William, 
who effeéted the revolution ? Where is the 
line to be diawn? Is one, two, or three 
centuries to be the ftatute of limitation? 
But do not our own hiftories detail this 
very cabal of courtiers, from the records 
of our own country? If you turn to 
Hume’s hiftory, vol. viii. page r88, you 
will find that he tates at great length, 
the whole detail of intrigues which paved 
the way for the revolution, and the in- 
teefted coalition of parties which gave it 
effect. 

With refpec&t to the third paffage, Mr. 
Erfkine infifted that Mr. Paine’s affertion, 
fo far from being libellous, was perfectly 
right. ¢ Our prefent conftitution,” faid he, 
‘was not a remnant of Saxon liberty, nor 
any other inftitution of liberty, but the pure 
confequence of the oppreffion of the Norman 
tenures, which {preading the fpirit of free- 
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dom from one end of the kingdom to ano- 
ther, enabled our brave fathers, inch by 
inch, not to recenquer, but jor the firfl 
time to obtain thofe pfivileges which are 
the unalienable inheritance of all man- 
kind—-And here Mr. Erfkine quoed 
Flume’s Effay on the Liberty of the Prefs, 
to fhew, that our monarchy was nearly 
abfolute till the middle of laft century. 

With refpeét co the fourth paiiage, Mr, 
Erfkine obferved, that for yesrs together, 
the opreffive taxes, occahoned by cur fo- 
reiga conneStions and wars, had b.en the 
conitant theme of unreproved dec!amation 
and grumbling. And when Mr. Paine 
fpeaks of there heing no fuch things as regu- 
Jar law, he {peaks in the abitract of the 
complexity of our fyftem, but coes net ar- 
raign the adminiitration of julice iz irs 
pradice. Add, with refpect to the ge- 
neral jjflem, tach feri€tures had been 
echoed over and over again by various au- 
thors, and not feldom by perfons delivers 
ing the law in the ‘eat of magiftracy. 

As to the two houles of parliament ‘in 
the fifth paflage fele&ted, Mr. Evtkine 
made fome quotations from Mr. Burke's 
€ Thoughts on the prefent Difcontents,” 
which were infinitely more fevere than any 
thing writgen by the defendant. He ad- 
veried to the con juét of Mr. Pitt, who, on 
a former occafion, in the teeth of what he 
had jutt declired in the houfe of commons, 
came to, and aéted upon r-folutions, which 
pointed to the purification of « parliament, 
dangeroufly corrupted into the very ftate 
defcribed by Mr. Paine. ‘ Remember,” 
faid Mr. Erkine, ¢ thst.] here impute no 
cenfiwe to Mr. Pitt. It was the moft 
brilliant paflage in his life, and I thould 
have though: his hfe a better one, if he 
had continued uniform in the fuppori of 
opinions, which it is faid he has not 
changed, and which certainly have had 
nothing to change them. But, at all 
evéhts, | have a sight to make ule of the 
authority of his fplendid talents and fitua- 
tion, not merely to protest the defendant, 
but the public, and to refift the precedent, 
that what one man may do in England 
with approbation and giory, fhall conduét 
another man to a piliory or a prifon,— 
The abufes pointed out by the defendant, 
led that right hon gentleman to aflaciate 
with many others of high rank, under the 
banners of the duke of Richmond, whole 
name ftands at the head of the litt, and 
to psis_various public refolutions, con- 
cerning the abfolute neceflity of purifying 
the houfe of commons. Here Mr. Er- 
fkine quoted at length the preamble to 

‘H thefe 
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th-fe refolutions, as containing the plan 
of a refoim. All thele refolutions Mr. 
Erik ne defired to be compared with Mr. 
Paine’s expreffion of the Minifler’s touch- 
ing Parliament with bis opiate wand, 
and then let equal juftice be done; let all 
be punithed or none. 

In his farther obfervations, Mr. Er- 
fkine noticed, that Hartington, the fa- 
mous author cf * Oceana,’ becaufe he was 
a republican wiiter, had been recently re- 
prefented as a low, obfcure wreich, in- 
volved m the murder of his fovereign and 
the defruétion of the monarchy, and ad- 
dreffing his defpicable works at the fhrine 
ofan ufurper. * Yet,’ faid Mr. -Erfkine, 
* this very Harrington was defcended from 
eight dukes, three marquiffes, feventy 
earls, twenty-feven vifcounts, and thirty- 
fix baions, fixteen of whom were knights 
of the garter; a defcent which I think 
would fave a man fiom aifgrace in any of 
the circles of Germany. He was the moft 
affectionate fervant of Charles I. from 
whom he never concealed his opinions ; 
for it is obferved by Wood, that the king 
grea'ly affected his company ; but when 
they heppened totalk of a Common- 
wealth, he would {carcely enduge it.—* I 
know not,’ fays Toland, ‘which moft 


to commend; the king for trufling an 
honeft man, though a republican; or 
Harrington for owning his principles while 
he ferved a king —He preferved his fide- 
lity to h’s unhappy prince to the very laft, 
afier al! his tawnmg courtiers had left 


him to his enraged fubjcéts. He ftaid 
with him while a prifoner im the Ifle of 
Wight ; came up by ftcalth to follow the 
fortunes of his monarch and mafter; even 
hid himfelf in the boot of the coach when 
he was conveyed to Windfor ; and ending 
as he began, fell into his arms and fainted 
on the {caffold. 

¢ After Charles’ death, the Oceana was 
written, and, as if it were written from 
juttice and affeétion to his memory: for 
it breathes the fume noble and fpirited re- 
gard, and aflerts that it was not Charles 
that brought on the deltruction of the mo- 
narch, but the feeble and ili conttituted 
nature of monarchy itfelf. His book was 
feized by the ufurper asa libel, and the 
way it was recovered is remarkable. J 
mention it to fhew that Cromwell was a 
wife man in himfclf, and knew on what 
governments mult ttand for their — 

¢ Ha:rington wai:ed on his daughier to 
beg for his book, and on entering her 
apartment, fnatched up her child and 
run away.—On her tollowing him with 


furprize and terror, he turned to her and 
faid, ¢ I know what you feel as a mother ; 
feel then for me; your father has got my 
child ;> mean'ng the Oceana. The Oceana 
was afterward reftored on her petition ; 
Cromwell anfwering with the fagacity of 
a found politician, ¢ Let him have his 
book ; if my government is made to 
ftand, ithas nothing to fear from PAPER 
SHOT.” 

Mr. Erfkine thus concluded a fpeech 
which lafted three hours and twenty mi- 
nutes: Gentlemen, I have but a few more 
words to trouble you with: I take my 
leave of you with declaring, that all this 
freedom which I have been endeavouring 
to affert, is no more than the freedom 
which belongs to our own inbred confti- 
tution: [ have not afked you to acquit 
Mr. Puine upon any sew lights, or upoa 
any principle but the law, which you are 
fworn toadminilter. My great object has 
been to inculcate, that wifdom and po- 
licy, which are the parents of the law of 
Great-Britain, forbid this jealous eye over 
her fubjeéts. Engage them their affice 
tions, convince their reafon, and they 
will be loyal from the only princ'ple that 
can make loyalty fincere, vigorous, or 
rational, a conviction that it is their trueft 
intereft, avd that their form of govern- 
ment is for their common good. Con- 
ftraint is the natura! parent of refittance, 
and a pregnant proof that reafon is not 
on the fide of thofe who ufe it. You mutt 
all remember Lucian’s pleafant ftory ; 
Jupiter and a countryman were walking 
together, converfing with great freedom 
upon the fubject of heaven and earth, 
The countiyman liftened with attention 
and acquiefcence, while Jupiter ftrove 
only to convince him; but happening to 
hint a doubt, Jupiter turned haftily round 
and threatened him with his thunder.— 
* Ah! ha!’ fays the countryman, ‘ now 
Jupiter, I know that you are wrong; 
you're always wrong when you appeal to 
your thunder.” This is the cafe with me 
—i can reafon with the people of Eng- 
land, but I cannot fight againft the thund- 
er of authority 

‘Gentlemen, this is my defence for 
free opinions. With regard to myfelf, I 
am, and ever have been, obedient and af- 
fe&tionate to the law. To that rule of 
action I fhall ever give my voice and my 
conduét ; but I fhall ever do as I have 
done to-day, maintain the dignity of my 
high profeffion, and perform, as I un- 
derftand them, all its important du- 


tes. 
Mr. 
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Mr. ATTORNEY-GENERAL arofe im- 
mediately to reply to Mr. E:tkine, when 
the foreman of the jury faid,— My lord, I 
am authorized by the jury here, to nform 
the Attorney General, that a reply is not 
neceflary for them, unlefs the Attorney 
General wifhes to make it, or your lord- 
fhip.—The Attorney General fat down, 
and the jury gave in their verdict. 

: GUILTY. 
SPECIAL JURY. 

John Campbell, John Lightfoot, Chrif- 
topher Taddy, Robert Oiiphant, Cornelius 
Donovan, Robert Rollefton, John Lub- 


In the houfe of lords, on Satu:day, De- 
eember 22, on the ficond reading of the 
bill refpetting aliens arriving in this king- 
dom, or refiding therein in certain cales, 
being read, lord Grenville opened the ob- 
ject of the bill. In confequence of the or- 
der of things that had lately prevailed in 
aneighbouring kingdom, (if, indeed, to 
fuch a fituation of things the word or- 
der could in any fenfe be applied,) many 
of the natives of that kingdom had found 
it neceflary to feek refuge in this. In all 
the revolutions of partes that occurred in 
that country, thofe who had been at 
one time in the direStion of affairs had 
been compelled by their vi€torious oppo- 
nents to abandon their country; many of 
them, however erroneous in principle, and 
on that fubject he fhould enter into dif- 
tinétion, undoubtedly innocent in point 
of intention. ‘This country now en- 
joyed the proud diit’nclion of being al- 
moft the only nstion of Europe that 
continued to afford them an afylum. 
From other ftates they had been ordered to 
withdraw. To fuch men fo fituated, we 
fhould undoubtedly afford proteétion, as 
we could do fo without endangering our 
own internal fafety. But with thefe were 
mixed men of a different detcription, 
againft whofe machinations it behoved us 
to guard. The events in France, at which 
humanity fhuddered, were too well known 
for him to enlarge upon. He did not 
mean to confound the principle with the 
a&s; nor to impute the commiffion of 
thefe horrors to the twenty four millions of 
the French people colleétively. Far be it 
from him to charge {uch crimes on a whole 
nation, But the crimes had been com- 
mited, and he knew a fubjeét on which 
he could fay more, it this were the proper 
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bock, Richard Tuckwell, William Porter, 
Thomas Druce, I{aac Railton, Henry 
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time or place; that many of the perfons 
who had been moft active in the commif- 
fion of thofe crimes were now in this 
country; that they were connected with 
perfons in this country :nimical to the efta- 
blithed government ; and were fupported 
by men, who either now, or formerly, ex 
ercifed confidersble authority in France. 
He faid, that there und ubtedly had been 
a defign to produce, by foreign emifflaries, 
a repetition in this counuy of the dreadful 
fcenes that had affliéted France. The de- 
luded people of that country were taught 
to believe, that the people of this were 
ready to adopt al! their principles, all their 
extravagance, all their fanaticiim. Under 
thefe circumftances, while it was honour- 
able to our rank among nations, and our 
feelings as men, to alleviate the misfor- 
tunes of the innocent, was it not neceflary 
to guard againfé the machinations of thofe 
who had come among us for the moft mif- 
chievous purpofes ? He then explained the 
feveral enacting claufes of the bill—that an 
account and defcription fhall be taken, at 
the feveral ports, of all foreigners arriving 
in the kingdom ; thet foreigners fhall not 
bring with them arms or ammunition ; 
that they fhall not depart from the place in 
which they firft arrive without a paffport 
from the chief magiftrate, or two jultices 
of the peace, fpecifying the place they are 
going to; on altering a paflport, or obtain- 
ing it under a falfe name, to be banithed 
this realm, and if they return, to be tran{- 
ported for life: that the fecvetary of ftate 
may give any fufpeéted alien in charge to 
one of his majetty’s meflengers, to be by 
him conduéted out of the realm; that his 
majefty, by proclamation, oider in coun- 
cil, or fign manual, may civeét all aliens 


who have arrived fince January 1792, 
Ha other 
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other than merchants, and their menial 
fe:vants, to refide in fuch dittrils as he 
fell thick neecffary for the publie fecu- 
tity; that fuch aliens fhall give an ac- 
count of their name and places of refidence 
to the chief maziftrate, or juftice of the 
town or pirce; that they fall within a 
limited time g:ve an account of all arms 
and ammuni.ion in their poffeffion, or kept 
by others for their ufé, and deliver up the 
fame, except fuch as thall obtain a licence 
from the feéretaryy of ftate. He then en- 
tered inte angenquiry refpeéting the prero- 
gative of the crown, on the object of the 
bill, and ob.erved, that although the pre- 
rogative, by long difufe, had not become 
obiolete, yet the means of acting upon it 
were fubject to difficulties, and hence the 
neceflity of the prefent bill. 

The Duke of Portiand faid that he ap- 
proved of the bill, becaufe he thought 
fome meature of this fort neceflary to quiet 
the alarm that had been excited in the 
minds of the people. It was riot on ac- 
count of any perfonal attachment to the 
preent adminiftration that he fupported it. 
Fie could not forget the manner in which 
they came into power. He could not for- 
get the many civcumftances in their con- 
dust by which, in his opinion, they had 
forfeited all title to the confidence of the 
nation. He could not forget that to their 
mifcondu&t many of our prefent difficulties 
were owing. It was not in order to court 
popular'ty, but becaufe he thought the bill 
would rettore fecurity and quiet to the 
minds of the people; and therefore it 
fhould have his hearty concurrence. 

Lord Lauderdale faid, that before fuch a 
mealure was propofed, ther lordthips 
migh* have expected proofs of the danger 
to be laid on their table. 

The marquis of Landdewn objeed to 
the b'll as unprecedented, as a Juipenfion 
of the babeas corpus, as perhaps a prelude 
to puttin, Englifmmen into the fame fitua- 
tion as fore gners were put to by it. 

Lord Hawkfbuiy, the duke of Leeds, 
and jord S:crment were for the bill. The 
Jatter faid, that the bill was no more than 
a meafure of felf-defence. The difpofition 
of thofe who exerciled power in France, 
might be learned from their own authentic 
aéts, and furely it was not an injurious 
mode of expieilion to quote their own pub- 
licdcclarations. They fowmally renounced 
conguefts, but they alfo declared war 
againtt all kings. 

The bi'l was then read a fecond time, 
and ord ‘ved to be committed. 

In the houfe of commons, on Monday, 


December 24, leave was given on the mo” 
tion of the attorney-general, to bring in 
‘ a billto prohibit the circulation of pro- 
miffory or other notes, orders, under- 
takings, and obligations of every kind, 
circulated or iffued by any public autho~ 
rity, or by the authority of any body of 
men, in France. 

The fceretary at war then moved, that 
befides 1,620 invalids, 17,344 effective 
men, including officers, be employed for 
the fervice of the year 1793. 

Mr. Fox, after having ftated that this 
motion had his affent on the fame prin- 
ciples on which he voted for the increafe of 
the naval eftablifhment, entered upon the 
fubje&t for the difmiffion of lord E. Fitz- 
gerald, lord Sempill, captain Gawler, and 
other dittinguithed officers, from the army, 
without any reafons affigned. He ac- 
knowledged the right of the executive 
power to difinifs officers without affigning 
reafons, but contended that that, like other 
prerogatives, was fubject to the inveftiga- 
tion of parliament. He argued the danger 
of the precedent of difmifling officers for 
political opinions, when not guilty of any 
breach of military duty. 

The ‘ecretary at war anfwered, that as 
the right hon. gentleman had admitted the 
right of the executive power to difmifs, 
without any reafons, any of its fervants, it 
would be unfit for him to ftate any. 

Mr. Fox admitted the prerogative, but 
if the reported reafons for the difmiffion 
were true, the officers ought to have been 
tried by a court martial: but as this had 
not been the cafe, he had a right to pre- 
fume, that their difmiffion had not been 
occafioned by any thing that could incur 
military cenfure. 

Mr. Burke juftified the exercife of the 
prerogative, and dwelt on the impropriety 
of officers belonging toa fociety (fuch as 
the conttitutional fociety was known to be, 
which had notorioufly correfponded with 
France, had raifed fubfidies to {upport that 
country in a war againit our allies, and 
had by fuch a conduét fubje&ted the na- 
tion, contrary to the will of the nation, to 
the danger of a war with thofe whofe 
friendfhip we were defirous of maintain- 
ing.—The refolution was then agreed 
to. 

In the houfe of lords, on Wednefday 
December 26, on the third reading of the 
alien bill, the earl of Guilford after fta- 
ting objections to it, on the ground that, 
in his opinion, there exifted no neceffity 
for it, moved, * That the bill be read a 
third time on that day three weeks.’ 


Lord 















Lord Hawkefbury obje&ted to the mo- 
tion ; affuring the noble earl, that the con- 
duét of miniffers was not founded on any 
trivial evidence; they had in their pof- 
feffion that which would fully juttify all 
the precautions they had taken. 

The marguis of Land{down again 
ftrongly objefted to the bill; and with 
refpeét to the taunts thrown out againft 
the very few that compofed the prefent 
minority, that the firft party in parliament 
againft the American war confiited of but 
Two; but their arguments at length 
brought over fuch a number, as difmiffed 
the minifter, and put anend to the war. 
Therefore, he did not defpair of making 
found reafon in the end prevail. 

The earl of Lauderdale infitted, that the 
bill had no other objet than a wer with 
the French republic. 

The earl of Carlifle and lord Lough- 
borough defended the Bill. To prove the 
actual exiflence cf danger, the latter men- 
tioned the numerous correfponding {eci- 
eties, who were forming themfelves into a 
kind of Jacobin * clubs, for the purpofe 
of giving lawto parliament. Books of 
the moft dangerous tendency were difperfed 
by thefe focieties, free of expence, in or- 
der torender the lower clafles of people 
diffatisfied with their own happy contti- 
tution, and love with the prefent abo- 
minable French fyttem. And France had 
emiffaries here, to foment infurre€tions}; a 
defign which her national afflembly pib- 
licly countenanced, by decreeing that they 
would fubvertall monarchical governments, 
—This was oot the firit time Great Bii- 
tain was ina fitvation fimilar to the pre- 
fent. Spain, in Philip the Second’s tune, 
hid a view as ambitious as that which is 
now the avowed objeét of France, and the 


. only difference in what guided Spain, and 


what now guides France is—that the for- 
mer were urged by bigotry to religion, and 
the latter are pufhed on by atheiftica! fana- 
ticifin. What queen Elizabeth did to pre- 
vent the danger to be apprehended fiom 
Spain, our fovereign is etfe&ting, to check 
the defigns of France. Could it be denied * 
that the princip'ss of the French conven- 
tion (governement he could not call it) 
were atheifm ? When Dupont, amem- 
her of the convention, gloried in denying 
the exiftence of God, the convention ap- 
plauded him, and by that applause avowed 
thenitilves of the {ame opinion. The iyl- 
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teem eftabl'fhed in that country declareds 
that all affe@tion and duty fhould ceafe be- 
tween parent and child as foon as the child 
was able to feed itfelf; that theie was no 
moral obligation pending ; and that private 
chaftity and virtue were miftaken ideas im- 
bibed fiom a falfe education? All this 
would appear fiom the debates and decrees 
of the national affembly.—With refpect to 
the affociations in favour of government, it 
had been objeéted that they were illegal ; 
but had the cbic&tors confulted the confti- 
tution, they would have found, that all 
men are bound to affiitin putting the law 
in force, and to aid the muagiftracy to do 
fo. Thele aflociations go no further: they 
are for the prefervation, not the deftru@ion 
of civil and relig’ous liberty. But as thefe 
meetings were legal, he fhould ftate thofe 
which were not legal: it was a high 
breach of the law, for any body of men 
to affumble, and infoiently to publihh refo- 
lutions declaratory of their difapprobation 
of the judicial conduct of a magiltrate higk 
in office, who acied legally under that au- 
thority with which the law had invetted 
him: it was a dating violation of the law 
to affemble and publith opnions which mi- 
litated againft the exprefs letter and {pivit 
of an exilting aét of parliament.—To a 
variety of other matter his lordfhip added, 
that much had been fad about a perfon 
well known here (the c?-devant duke of 
Orleans) who probably would be pro- 
feribed his own country, and feck an aly- 
Jum among the Enghfh, not being by the 
bill allowed the legal benefits which he 
formerly enjoyed here. To this he thould 
reply, that af ever that peifon attempted 
to land here, he fhould not be permitted ta 
contamimate Britith ground; for he was 2 
difgrace to his own country, where he had 
openly declared, that the frit principle of 
the human mind ought to be imfurrection 
againft monarchy. 
The earl of Guilford again rofe, to ob- 
ferve, that the bill, by sts paflports, fub- 
verted the commercial treaty with France : 
but the duke of Richmond denied this 
pofition ; alferting, that the French fint 
broke the treaty im that refpe, by refue 
fing the increis and egrefs of Engufimen 
without patinorts. 
Lord Gu:lford’ 
and the 
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* The celehrated Facobin club in France, is fo called, from meeting in the convent, 


lately belonging to the Jacobin Friais. 
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December 28, the bill refpe&ting French 


aflignats was real a third time, and or- 
dered to be carried to the lords. 

On the fecond veading of the alien bill, 
which had heen brougat the preceding day 
from the .ords, Mr. Daucus moved, That 
it be commitred. In exputiating on the 
neceflity of the bili, he went over the fame 
ground wich he been trod by its fp 
porters in the upper houie. He eencluded 
by obfirving, that by uss bill we fhould 
be able to dingy th the perfecuted eimi- 
grants, who hed fled 19 a gene: ous peo: le 
for prote‘tion, f om the mifereshts who, 
under t € fore plea, came over fer the 
moti mifc!i< vous purpofes. 

Sir «+ |-eit Eid.ort lamented, that in the 
great quettions which now agitited the 
public, he wis obliged to differ totally 
from his right hon. frend, (Mr. Fox,) 
with whom |e haa fo long atted in eppo- 
fition to the prefent adininiftrauon. In 
vindicating the neceflity of the bill, he 
faid, that he heard it cal.ed a ftrong and 
arbitrary mesfure. That it was fo, he 
acknowledged, but contended that very 
circumitence was chara&teriftic of liberty. 
Defpotic governments, were ilways ready 
for every emercency: their power wis at 
all times complete, but governments 
founded on psinciples of libaty weie li- 
mited, and caiculated only for oidinary 
occurrences 3 of courfé, on any unufual 
emergency, its ordin «ry power was in- 
compeient, and meafures ftrong, and in 
fome degree arbitrary, muft be adopted. 
The obfervation, therefore, initend of 


tainting the objeét, was a teflimony of 
the excellence cf our coni{titut on. 
Mr. Fox made fome obfervat:ons on the 


defertion of Sir Gi'bert Elliott. With 
refpect to the fleady fyftematicul fupport 
which the hon. baronet had now pro- 
ynifed adminittration, he reminded hin of 
his having formerly confidered the greund 
of oppofition to that adu.inifation as fun- 
damental and irreconcileable, on account 
of the uncenfitutional mode by which 
they came into power. ‘The views and vi- 
gour of that oppofition, now dcifunited by 
the artifice of minifters, had preferved to 
this country the finall remnants of liberty 
it had for many years poiletfed.—His fen. 
timents on the bill itfeif he fhould referve 
for the third reading. 

M:. Burke fpoke in the higheft terms of 
the integrity and abilities of Mr. Fox, 
with whom he had hived im habits of 
friendfhip for {even and t venty years 3 and, 
at thac moment, if the. !rtendihip had 
not been improved, it had not becn im- 
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paired. He thought it was neceffary to 
clear h's charaéter in this bufinefs :_he ad- 
mitted that he owed much to ‘hat right hon. 
gent'eman—~ in ?ru€tion, example, and 
tiendthip. But, at the fame time, he 
deciared, that any man who fhewed the 
leait difpotition to favour the French affairs, 
exher in*the orginal bud, or when the 
fruits were matured, continued to main- 
tain a difvofition to fupport them abroad, 
or to countenance them at home, was a 
perfon with whom, in public life, he could 
have no connexion at all, becaufe they dif- 
fere! furdamen‘ally and upon fyftem.— 
Mr. Burke, as ufual, was extremely vio- 
lent againft the French revolution, and, 
toward the conclufion of his fpeech, he 
aftonithed the noufe, by fuddenly drawing 
a dageer, biandifhing it in his hand, and 
then throwmg it violently en the floor, 
There,’ fad he, ‘is French fraternity 
for you. This is a dagger made exaétly 
according to the direétions given to the 
gentlemen at Birmingham. When the 
French had thrown any nation into confu- 
fion, had dettroyed their government, had 
plundered them of their property, and had 
plunged a dagger into their bofom, they 
{aid they had fraternifed that nation. He 
was extremely obliged to minifters for the 
prefent bill, which he trufted would pre- 
ferve his life, as wel! as that of many others 
of his majetty’s fubiects. 

Mr. J. Stanley faid a few words in fa- 
vour of the bill; after which the motion 
was carried, that it fhould be committed. 

On Monday, December 31, in a com- 
mittee of the whole houfe on the alien bill, 
fic Peter Burrell, fir Matthew White Rid- 
ley, and the marquis of Titchfield, gave 
the fulleft apprcbation of the bill; it being 
ablolutely neceflary, they thought, that 
minitters fiould be fupported in their en- 
davours to fave the conftitution in this 
alav:ning conjunéture. But the marquis 
(who is fon of the duke of Portland, 
who.e epnion had been more than once al- 
luded 10) declared, that his opinions and 
principles were, however, the fame as they 
had always been, relative to the manner 
in which the prefent adminiitration had 
come into office ; and he attributed the pe- 
rilous crifis to which we had arrived, to 
their former mifcondu&.—Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Fox referved their Jentiments for the 
third rea’ing. It was proceeded with, 
claufe by ciaufe, and feveral amendments 
were mace. 

On Tuefday, Jan. 1, Mr. Dundas gave 
notice, that early m the recefs, he fhould 
bring forward a motion re{pe€ling the ap- 

proaching 
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prosching expiration of the Eaft India 
company’s charter. 

On Friday, Jan. 4, Mr. M. A. Tay- 
lor gave notice, that, after the recefs he 
fhould move for an inquiry into the mea- 
fure of building barracks ; and Mr. She- 
ridan gave fim:lar nonce, that he fhould 
again bring forward the bufinefs of the 
Sco:s burghs. 

The report on the alien bill being then 
brought; was oppofed by Mr. M. A. 
Taylor, lord Wycombe, major Maitland, 
Mr. Grey, and Mr. Fox, and fupported 
by lord Fielding, lord Beauchamp, Mr. 
G. Hardinge, Mr. Jenkinfon, lord Mul- 
grave, the marquis of Titchfield, Mr. 
Windham, Mr. [. Grenville, Mr. Mit- 
ford, and Mr. Pitt. The arguments from 
mott of the {peakers, were only a repeti- 
tion of what hed een already urged in 
both houf=s. It is unneceffary, the:efore, 
to notice more than what fell from three or 
fcur of the principal fpeakers. 

Mr. Grey contended, that the bill con- 
veyed the molt unconftitutional and dan- 
gerous powers to the crown—fuch as fhould 
not be given, except in cafes of the creat. 
eft and mott palpable necefhhty ; and of this 
neceflity parliament was to be the fole 
judge, and in thefe cafes confidence fhould 
not be piaced in the affertions of min:fters, 


however re:peétable ; but fubttantiai proofs 


fhould be laid before them. How differ- 
ent from thei conititutional modes were 
the pr+fent proceedings of parliament. We 
feem, h_ taid, to be favoured with a mock- 
deliberation, only to enregiiter minifterial 
ediéts. 

Mr. Windham faid it would be impro- 
per for minifters to ftate fa&ts as a ground 
for the prefent bill. The evident fituation 
of the kingdom was its juflification. He 
confidered the progrefs of French principles 
to he the pelt of Europe, and the greatett 
poffible calamity with which a country 
could be affi€ted. This bill was to refilt 
the fpreading of thofe principles, and it 
therefore had h:s hearty concurrence. 

Mr. Mitford, by a happy quctation 
from Blackitone, reprobated the French 
idea of ‘iberty and equality, as fhewn in 
the abolition of all privileged orders. The 
conftitut:on of this country had for its bsfe 
the people—the king for its point, with 
an infinite number of degrees, the removal 
of one of which would endanger the moft 
beautiful form in nature, and crumble a 
conftitution, the envy of the world, into 
ruins, 

Mr. Fox infifted, that thofe who were 
alarmed on the progrefs of French princi- 


63 


ples, were alarmed without reafon; for he 
held in too high efteem the good fenfe of 
the nation, to believe that Fiench p:inci- 
ples could make their way into a country 
like this, enjoy.ng rativnal liberty. Pub- 
lic op:nons, however, were not to be 
driven out of the country by fwords and 
artiery, but by fair reafon, by contempt, 
or by profecution. With refpeét to exter~ 
nal danger he felt alarmed, and confeffed 
that the fame fpirit of conqueft and ag- 
grandizement which a€tuated Louis XiV 
in his wars, had apparently taken poffeffion 
of the prefent governing power in France; 
a condué& arifing fiom that fpirit to which 
we ought to look with jealouly and alarm, 
and aéting up to that opinion he had voted 
for an armament. The dangers appre- 
hended were of a contrary nature, and re- 
quired contrary remedies: an armament 
again(t external danger was wile, but an 
armament againft opinion was ridiculous. 
He reprobated the late proceedings in 
France, and particularly the mailacre of 
the 2nd of September, which in atrocity 
exceeded every thing he had read of fince 
the mafficre of St Bartho!omew's day. 
The maffacre,in September had been dif- 
claimed by the aflembly, but a fimple dif. 
avowal could not be fufficient; for it 
would be to the eternal difgrace of Paris, 
that neither means were taken to prevent 
the calamity, nor to puniih the affaflins, 
by terrible examples after the maffacre, 
After fome further obfervations, he moved, 
that the report be confidered on that day 
three weeks. 

The chancellor of the exchequer ob- 
ferved, firft, upon the affertion of the right 
hon. gentleman, that the bill ought not to 
pafs until proofs were given of its necefli- 
ty; and his objet was now, not to nega- 
tive the bill, but, after four days difcuf. 
fion, to adjourn it for three weeks. If the 
bill were neceffary, it was immediately ne- 
ceflary ; and every hour loft, was an hour 
of danger to the empire. That the powers 
of the bill were not greater than powers 
formerly granted to the crown, he argued 
by quoting the occafivnal fufpenfion of the 
Habeas Corpus aét, without any ttatement 
of the proofs rendering the meafure necef- 
fary ; for that houle fat for prudential mea- 
fures, not for juridical. The right bon. 
gentleman had voted for the armament. 
He withed him to thew a diftinétion be- 
tween the propriety of that meafure, and 
the meafure now propofed. No difference 
could be fhewn. The neceffity for both 
was felt by every honeft man. He did not 
choofe to ftate the neceflity of the cale; 

2 not 
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not that it was dificult to flate it; for, on 
the contrary, the only d faculty he felt was, 
that the magnitude of the evil to be pro- 
vided againit was greater than the provi- 
fions of the bill went to.—In his op:nion, 
st would have been fytiicient to urge the 
pece ty of the bi!l, had he been contented 
with ttating, that a great and unfore/cen 
calamty bad taken piace in another ccun- 
ty, which had occalioned an mflux of fo- 





re gners without anys fible means of main- 
tenance. 1 his, of self, would have jufti- 
fed the bil as a neceffary precaution for 
the interna! police of the kingdom. But 
he might have juftificd it (il farther, by 
tating, that thole fubjects were from a 
country where principles of anarchy were 
prevalent, and «hence cisflures were fent 
to foment iniverections, and to overtuin 
the governments of every country in Eu- 
repe. The gieat law of felf- prefervanion, 
in that confideration, juttified the bul. If 
he had added, that it was to be feen ina 
fone feries of meafures puifued by the 
French government (fF government it was 
to be cailed) that they endeavouied to pro- 
pagate thew ceftructive principles n evay 
country, and that they had effab!ifhed a 
pinciple of propagation, open or mu rect, 
to fubvert all governments, he fhould have 
thought that he had made out ground 
enovgh to warrant the precaution the pre- 
fent bill propofed. If, befide this, it was 
known there exifted in the Britith empire, 
active tocieties, holding up the deitructive 
ptine ples of France, as a model for a go- 
vernment in this kingdom ; if thofe focie- 
ties were endeavouring to conform them- 
felves in every refpeét to the French go- 
vernment, and corre’ pond with the moft 
defperate and cr minal societies in France, 
and with emiff.ries from it : if it were feen 
that branches of the French engine of anar- 
chy were fpread in every disection, and 
that Jacobin focieties were eltablifhed, 
treating with, and countenanced by, that 
im France; was it not time to be awake to 
the danger of thofe who were luikin 

abeut with the traiterous views of eftabi fh- 
ing that deteftable government ?—He con- 
tended that it was time; and, though not 
bound to ftare a perfe€t knowledge of their 
plans, he had no difficulty to ftate thong 
circumftances, confirming every fuf,icion 
which had been heid from the general pof- 
ture of affairs. He dwelt upon the affer- 
tion of nineteen profefled aflaflins being in 
this country, but obferved, that if there 
was known to be but one, that knowledge 
would warrant a fufpicion of more, and 
that fufpicien weuld juftify the bill. He 
was altonifhed at the dittin@ion made by 
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the right hon. gentleman between the ex- 
ternal and internal danger of the country, 
for to him they appeared infeparab'e ; for 
the internal was ftamped with a connexion 
with France, which rendered the profpec& 
of a war with that country an additional 
inducement to the government of this to be 
watchful at home. It had been charged 
againft adminitiration that, though detti- 
twe of confidence, and though not to be 
credited, they had created an alarm of dan- 
ger vo where ex:fing; yet thefe men had 
induced the whole country, a few fed tious 
facieties excepted,. to feel the danger, and 
had induced the majovity of thofe who had 
ated as a party in cppofition to admini- 
liration to sé with them. There were but 
ten cr fifteen gentlemen in that houfe, who 
could ftand up to profefS their difbelict of 
exilting danger. Every other man flood 
forwaid, except thof ten or fifte-n, in 
fupport of the prefent meafure, as calcu- 
lated for the fafety of the conftitution, and 

for the maintenance of the liber'y and pro- 

porty of every man in the country. He 
contended, that the alarm of the nation 

was grea'er a wetk before any public mea- 

fures were taken, than it had been fince ; 
and thit thofe meafures had had the moft 
fajutary effeét: they fet the nation on its 

guard. But he hoped no improper tecurity 

might be gone into. The {afety of the 

country was in its preparaton; in a tme 

of {eis vigilance, and in a momentary 
calm, the feditious would crawi forth fiona 

their hiding piaces, and attick the contti- 
tution with redoubled violence. He next 

reviewed the conduct of the French in the 

countrics they conquered; and marked 

wth indignation their leveil'ng principles 

of all hereditary governmen:s, nobility, 
and privileged orders; a conduét, exhi- 
biting an alliance of anarchy and ambition 

to fucrifice every authority throughout the 
world; treating as illegitimate every thing 
refting on the law of nations, and deftioy- 

ing all fociety and order. 

The queftion beng put, Mr. Fox’s a- 
mendment was negaiuved; after wh ch, 
the queftion, to agree with the report, was 
carried without a divifion. 

On Monday, jan 7, the lords agreed 
to proceed on the trial of Mr. Haitings on 
the rgth of February; and, the next day, 
the royal affent was given, by commiffion, 
to the alien, an indemnity corn bill, a 
bill to prohibit the exportation of naval 
ftores, and the lords a&t.—The lords then 
adjourned to the 22nd, and the commens 
to the 23d inftant. 

{ To be continued. J 
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AFFAIRS or FRANCE. 
Continued from Vol. XCI. page 466. 


ON Sunday December 16, the national 
convention decreed that * whoever fhall pro- 
pole, or attempt to break the unity of the 
republic, or to detach any partof it, in 
order to unite it to aforeign country, fhall 
be punifhed with death. Ce the tame 
time, it was decreed, that all the family 
of Bourbon,’ except thofe confined in the 
Temple, fhould quit the d parrment of 
Paris m twenty four hours, and the terri- 
tories of the republic in three days. A 
doubt, how-ver, having been fugyeited, 
whe:her a m-mber of the convention could 
be expelled, without infringing the tove 
reignt 
the decree, as it 


as far refpects Louis 


Philippe Egalité (the hevetofore duke of 


Orleans) was adjourned for three days. 
On Wednefday Dec, 19, it was order- 
ed, that the operation of the decree reipeét- 
ing the banithment of the Beurhons, and 
the farther difcuition of it, fhould be poft- 
poned till after the trial of the ci-devant 
king. The minifler for foregn affaurs 
then prefented a report refpedting the pro- 
ceedings of the Kritthh par'iament; the 
fubitance of which report appeared after- 
ward ina Note, dated Dec. 27, and 
fented to lord Grenville by M. Choavelin 
On Friday Dec. 21, 
from general Bournonvil'c, givn 
count of fix {kirmifhes hthe £ uitrians, 
heteween the 6th and 16th ; the v:dlovious 
refult of which was, that the French had 
gained poft-fiion of the heighrs of Wavern, 
near the confluence of the N Vlolelle, and thie 
Sarre. On Saturday ther lever, from 
this general, commounic sted the intetlr- 
gence, thar he ter of all the coun- 
try beiween having 
driven the aft corps of the eneinys con- 
fifting of g000 men, from Grevenmacher. 
On Friday Dec. 28, a letter from the 
minifer for foreign affairs wes read, fta- 
that the charcé des afferrs of the 
court of Madrid had tuttfent him two 
declaiations of the Spanith Mimitry. 


pre- 
* 


pead 


Wit 


ni 


theft two livers, 


Copy of ihe fi-ft Declaration. 

€ The French gover 
fied to that of “pain, a defire of fGe'r 
that neutrality forme]! ih which tn 
fa% prevails between ‘é twa ng moe 
tathol'c majeity has authorized ¢ 
figned, prineipal fecretary cf itate; to de- 


nment having tetti - 
4 
is 
he under- 


* This Note and the fi 


v9 ty 
1bfequ 


ont t Paper er 


of the people, th contideration of 


1 


clare hy this note, that Spain will ebferve 
on its fide, the ttri€tett neutrality in the 
war im which France is engaged with other 
powers. 
¢ This note fhali be exchanged at Paris” 
for another figned by. the minitier fo- 
foreign affans, in which the fame ailu 
rances thall be giv.n on the part of 
France. Signed, 
Firmate Duc D’ALCUDIA. 


Madrid, 17th Dec. 1792. 


Copy of ihe fecond Declaration. 

© The cathoie king, in comegnence of 
the neutrality agreed upon between Sam 
and we French government, on an affire 
rance of the frientth p ard good tanth of 
the French nation, fhal! order the tro -ps 
on the fronuer to rete; retaining in 
places of ftreneth, the number neceffay 
tor the fervice, and that of then tefpective 
detachments, which fhal! be exeeured ime 
mediately after the French have delivered 
a declaration Gimlar to the pre! lent, pro- 
mifing wo at, on their part, in the faune 
manner. Commffioners fhial] be avpoint- 
ed by both parties, to affift at the exccus 
ti ment, at the period which 
miav be fixeds and ali m-aiuies hall be 
wih mutual confest, aéting with 
that good fata which ts proper. 

‘ Tris note, figned by the principal 
fecvetary of ate of his mot, catholic ma- 
per fall b exch ingest at Piris for a: 

het fi, “ned by tre mi niter fu fir ign 
fuirs, in which the tarae afarances thall 
be given on Fy ance. 


not this are 


' 
fanen 


Oe 


af. 


f. 
the part of 
; Oty aed, 

Firma Le Duc p’ALcupta,. 
Madrid, Dec. 17:h, 1792 

: ccompin'e! hy 

in 

ex- 


Thete declaratious wee 
a deter 
France, of whicli the following 


tract : 


Application to ihe Na 
on the Part of isan, i 
Louis X¥'1. 
© Thedechiration of nevtrality demands 

ed by the miniiter of France might hove 

been but © am 

of auth n- 


fe 
if tres 
is an 
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tional Convention 


favour of 
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col a new charad 
ety to th: > wh ch 
havealwo¢s dithneurthed the Snanith iMae 


Tt wil | eas the manner in which 
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give 


ts of , y 


tion. 


sit produced, will appear in our next. 
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the French nation fliall behave toward 
Louis and his family, that it will expe- 
rience what reliance may be placed in th 

promifes of Spain. ‘This grand trial can- 
not be confidered as foreign to the king of 
Spain ; and his majefiy cannot be accuied 
e! withing to intermeddle in the internal 
affairs of the ftate, when he {peaks in fa- 
vour of a relation, a friend, and an un- 
happy prince. 

Here the chargé des affaires makes fome 
general reflections on the fituation of Louis 
XVI, tied by men, feveral of whem are 
his enemies, and whofe opinions are tinc- 
turcd with partiality, and acculed of 
crimes, which were they proved, would 
not annul the royal inviolability. 

“It is impoffible,” continues he, ¢ that 
the whole world fhould not behold with 
horror, the violences committed againft 
aprince, oppreifed by the miferies of a long 
and rigorous captivity, and by the mfults 
of fume men, who think to aggrandize 
themfelves, by treading fallen greatnets 
under foot. A revolution can never ex- 
cufe men for neglecting to fhew that re- 
{pect which is ever due to misfortunes. 
Though the greater part of the French 
have not yet {poken out, the majority of 
them feem favourable to Louis; and if 
his enemies fhall be able to exercile againit 
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him the laft violence, the French govern- 
ment will alone be accountable. It wiil 
then be evident, that foreign nations can- 
not depend upon the promiles of the French 
nation ; whereas a magnanimous conduct 
toward the royal prifoner, who might be 
fuffered to choofe an afylum for himéelf 
and tamily, would be an evident teftimony 
of the generofity of the French. What £ 
now exprefs — as the with of the king, 
is the with of the Spunifh nation ; and, 
under thefe views his majefty has ordered 
me to prefént to the convention his mott 
earnett interceffions,” 


A member moved, that thefe pieces 
might be referred to the diplomatic com- 
mittee, and that a report might be given 
on them, after the trial of Louis XVI.— 
Thurot fupported this motion, and re- 
queited that no papers from foreign powers 
refpecting Louis XVI, whatever they 
might be, fhould be read before the con- 
clutiort of the trial——-Chasles faid, that no 
agent of the republic ought to treat wth 
any of thofe mdividuals called crowned 
heads, until, by a folemn a&t, they thould 
acknowledge the French republic.—Atter 
fome debate, the convention proceeded to 
the erder of the day. 

[ Jo be continued. } 


An Account of the Triat and Execution of the late unfortunate 
Louis XVI, pefore the NaTIONAL CoNnVENTION of FRANCE, 


O* Tuefday, December, 11, 1792, (the 

day fixed upon tor the commence- 
ment of fcenes unpsrrelled in the annals 
of France) the fitting of the national con- 


vention began by reading the aét of ac- 
culation againft the unfor:turate Louis. 
It contained the principal charges againft 
him ; and each eharge was followed bv a 
lift of the pieces on which the proofs were 
tounded. 

Previoufly to the entrance of the ac- 
eufed, Barrere, the prefident, thus ad- 
dretisd the members: ‘ Reprefentatives, 
you are going to exercif@ the right of ma- 
tional juftice. You are refpontible to all 
the citizens of the republic for your con- 
du& on this occafion. Europe obferves 
you; hiftory will colle& your thoughts 
actions 3 a2 incorruptible pofterity 
will judge jfeverity s act 
thercioreconiittently with the new tunctions 
you are to fil 5 let filence prevail, and let 
the dignity of your feilion evince the ma- 
jetty of the French people. It is about to 
give, by you, their organ, an awfui let- 


and 


ainth tpAexr 
with infext 


fon to kings, and an example for the en- 
franchifement of nations. 

He then addrefted the galleries thus: 
€ The national convention confide in your 
abjolute devotion to your country, and in 
your refpect for the reprefentation of the 
people. Remember the awful tilence which 
prevailed on the return of Louis trom 
Varennes, 

Louis afterward entered the bar, follow- 
ed by the mayor, two mun‘cipal officers, 
and generals Santerre and Wittenkot. 
The guard remained without. A pro- 
found filence reigired, when the prefident 
thas addrefled him; Louis, the French 
nation accuiés you: the national conven- 
tion decreed, on the 3d of December, thst 
you fhould be judged by it; on the 6th 
of December, it decreed you fhould be 
brought to this bar. The a& will now 
be read which enumerates the charges ex- 
vibited againft you.—You may be feated.’ 

The a& was then read again by one of 
the fecretaries : after which the pyefident 
took it, and read from it @ ieries ssi 

at 
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at the end of each of wh'ch he afked the 
accufed, § What have you to anfwer ?” 

The firft charge was as foilows: 
* Louis, the French people aeculé you of 
having committed a number of crimes, to 
eftablith your tyranny on the ruins of their 
liberty. On the 20th of June, 1789, you 
made an attempt on the fovereignty of the 
people, by fufpending the ailembly of its 
reptefentaives, and violently expelling 
them from the place of their fefion. On 
the 23d of June, you attempted to force 
laws on the nation; you furrounded its 
reprefentatives with troops ; you prefented 
to them two royal declarations {ubverfive 
of ali I:berty, and ordered them to fepa- 
rate. We have your declarations, and 
the verbal procefs of the aflembly, as 
pioofs,—-What have you to aniwer ? 

Louis. There exiited then no laws to 
reftrain my actions in that refpect. 

In this manner the prefident proceeded 
through all the charges. ‘To enumerate 
them here is uuneceilary ; becaule they 
are recapitulated and dilcuiled in the 
excellent defence, which, in the fequel, 
the accufed was permitted to make by his 
counfel. To charges prior to his accept- 
ance of the late conititution, he anfwered 
as above. On fome of the charges fub‘e- 


quent to that period, he juttified himfelf 


by the very letter of the conftitution : for 
others, he faid, his miniiters alone were 
refponfible : fome he pofitively denied ; 
and others he treated as ill-founded and 
abfurd. His anfwers, in general, were 
pertinent and fhort; and he {poke in a 
firm and unembarraffed tone. 

During this interrogation, not a perfon 
fpoke, but the prefident and Louis, 
When the former had finifhed, he in- 
formed the convention, that the queftions 
were all put, and then asked Louis if he 
had any thing to add. Louis anfwered, 
that he withed fora copy of the charges, 
and of the pieces annexed to them, and 
the liberty to choofe a coun‘¢l for his de- 
fence. The prefident defived him to re- 
ure into the hall of conference, and the 
conrenton would take his requeit into 
confideration. Louis accordingly retired. 
A long debate enfued, at the conclufion 
of which the fubilance of the requett was 
decreed almoit unanimoutlly. 

The next day. the convention fent two 
of their members to inform Louis, that 
his requett was graniei. The deputies, 
on their return, informe! the convention, 
that the accutéd hal mate choice of M, 
Target and M. Tronchet for his counidl, 
and thet he intitted upon being .aliowed 
piper, pens, aydink, which the commons 
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of Paris had refufed him. This was in- 
itantly decreed. 

M. Target having refufed to be counfel 
for Louis, on account ‘ of his great age, 
and, his republican‘fm,’ M. Maitherbes 
was chofen as the colledgue of M. Tron- 
chet; and, at their requeft, M. Deieze 
was added as a third counlél. On Satur- 
day, Dec. 15, the convention adopted 
fome regulations relative to the communi- 
cation of certain papers to the countel of 
Louis. <Atthe fame time, he was per- 
mitted to have the company of his chil- 
dren ; who were not to be allowed, how- 
ever, to fee their mother and aunt, “til 
after the trialk Two other difcuifions 
took place m the convention on the zoih 
and the 23d; the refult of which was, that 
Louis thould be finally heard on Wednef- 
day the 26th. 

At ten in the morning of that day, 
Louis again appeared at the bar, with the 
fame firm aod colle&ted air as on his ex- 
amination. He was attended by his three 
counfel, the mayor of Paris, generals San - 
terre and Berruyer, and fome municipal 
officers. 

Fermond, the prefident, faid, ¢ The na- 
tional convention has decreed that you 
fhall be finally heard this day, to prefent 
your defence, Be feated.’ 

Louis anfwered, ‘My countel is going 
to {peak for me,’ pointed to Deieze, and 
fat down. 

Defeze then addreffed the convention to 
this effect : 


Citizens, Reprefentatives of the Nation, 


©The moment is at length arrived, 
when Lou's, accufed in the name of the 
French people, and attended by counfel, 
granted to him by humanity and the law, 
is to enter on his defence! The hlence 
which prevails, gives me reafon to think 
that the day of juftice has fucceeded the 
days of prejudice. Unfortunate kings are 
entitled to more pity and refpect than the 
unfortunate in other ranks of lite; and 
he, who was once the mit powerful mo- 
narch in the wold, muit excite a {till 
greater degree of intereit. You have or- 
dered him toappear before you ; he has 
obeyed with calmnefs and dignity, em- 
boldened by his innocence, and (uppoited 
by the tettimcny of his whole life. in 
dicuffing without preparation, and with- 
out mature examination, charges which 
he did not forefee, and obliged to make an 
extempore defence, it was impoilible for 
Louis not to declare his innocence. This 
T fixsll demonftrate: I thall produce the 
proots; and I tinccrely with that this hall 


3 could 
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could be infantly enlarzed, that the mul- 
titud., who have received the molt fatal 
imprtifions againft Louis, might come 
hjther to receive imp:ethons of a contrary 
Nature 

‘ Had I to addrefs judges only, I fhould 
be fausfied with telling them, that fince 
the nation has abolifhed :oyaity, no far- 
ther fentence can be pronounced agaiit 
Louis ; but I addrets the people ; I mut 
éxamine the queition under two pomis of 
view ; that in whch Louis wus placed 
before he accepted the conit:tution, and 
fiat in which he ftcod after he had ac- 
cepted it. 

€In examining this aff.ir, I fir find 
the deciee which enacts that Louis fhail 
be tied by the convention. Thefe who 
fianed that deciee univ .biedly fid, that 
Leuis cou'd not Oiclter himf-lf ender his 
invioiabi! ty. What then have you done 
by :hat cecree? You hare conftiund 
your felves judges of that accufition whch 
You have decreed 
a'lo that L fhould be heard. If he 
ought then to be heard, he has a rght to 
d-fend himflh; the judge muit not cir- 
cumicribe the means; the convention will 
examine them accerd:ng to their juit value 
when produce !. If Louis deceives tum- 
felt, you mutt refute his errors. 

€ Nations are fovereign: they have a 
right to give themicives whatever. form of 
government they think proper. I thail 
not conte!t this prneiple; and it is not 
yet forgotten, that the efforts of one of 
the coushl of Lonis contrhu ed to its 
being infirred im the corititution But 

- Hs fove- 


the nation itielf cannot exerci 
It mutt, ther tere, delecaie the 


yeignty. 
excicite of it, In 789, the naticn chote 
a monarchical government: a monarchies] 
government required mviolab.liry in’ the 
chief: it was necefiry he fhould com- 
mand that refpeS which enforces the obe- 
dience requiré! by the law. The nature 
of this inv olability has been fully dif- 
culled. It has been pretended, that it 
was not a rectpreea!l contract: but the 
delegation of the fovercignty ws a con- 
tract as long as it was not revokcd. It 
was 3 mendes 1 vou choole ; buta 
mandaiory couid not tubmit to other con- 
cicon-, or other punuliments, than thofe 
mentioned in the mexdamus. 

‘On opening the tecond chapter of 
roval'y, i find, that the pe: ton of the king 
is inviolable. 


vou yourjelves made. 


uts 


There is no exception, no 
modification whateve ; burt there are cer- 
tain cucunudances in which the chef might 


lofe that charsétcr of inviolability. ‘The 
fult cale is as toilows: * Aut. V. fe&ion 
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1. chap. 2. of the third title, If the king 
has not taken the oath, or if, after taking 
it, he retraét, he fhall be confidered as 
having abd cated the throne.”"—The na- 
tion here smpofes on the king the dury of 
tak ng the oath. To re'raé& this oath, is 
acrme againft the nation. The nation 
guarded againft this crime and appointed 
a punifhment for it. T expve's myielf in- 
coirectly ~tt was not a punifhment—it 
was ote forfeiture, the word is not once 
mentioned 5 it is only a fuppofition that 
the kg fhould be confidered as having 
abdicated the threne. You fee that the 
contrution eftabl:fhes no tribunal, that 
it tp-aks not of atrial, and that it does 
not pronounce the word forfeiture. 

* Theking, however, without retract- 
ing kis oath, might betray it; he might 
favour crim:nal and hoftile enterprizes 
againit the flate. The conftitution pro- 
vided alfo againft this cafe: * Article VI. 
Jfthe king fhall put himfelf at the head of 
an army, and d:re&t its force sgainit the 
nation, or if he do not oppofe, by a formal 
aét, ‘uch an enterprize which may be un- 
devtaken in his name, he fhall b- confider- 
ed as having abdic.ted the throne.” 

© Weich well, I befcech sou, the nature 
of the crime, provided againtt by this ar- 
ticle : none more crimnal can exift. It 
fuppotes all the perfidies, all the horrors 
and calamities of 2 bloody intettine war ; 
and yet, what does the conftitution p o- 
neunce ? A prefumption of the king hav- 
ing abdicated the throne. 

“Art. VIL If the king quit the king- 
dom, and do not return, after having 
been invited to do fo by the legiflative 
body.” —* What does the conititution de- 
clave in ths exfe ? A prefumption that he 
has abdicat d the throne. 

“ Art. ULI, fates, that after an ex- 
prefs or legal abdicaticn, the king fuall 
be tried, like other citizens, for all crimes 
potterior to his abdication. It retults, 
then, that the king had a porticular ex- 
itence, abfolutely different fiom that of 
othr cit:z-ns ; and whence arofe this pri- 
vieped ex tte ce, but from the law, which 
conferred upon him that character of in- 
violab lity, which he could not lofe but 
by an «xpiels and legal ab ication ? Is it 
afier having been guilty of the mo‘ atro- 
cious cr me a kirg can commit againit the 
nation, that it fuppofes him to have en- 
tered the clals of citizens? ti fhort, the 
law hire is perfedily equal with regard to 
the legrflative body and the king. The 
legiflanve body might aifo betvay the 
naton. It im'yht invade the national fo- 
vereipaty. The nation had a right to 
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eftablifh a punithment for the deputi-s; dom. I with to find among you judges, 


and yet this has not been the cafe. 

‘Louis is acculed of various crimes. 
Thefe crimes are’ cither provided againft 
by the contiitutional act, and then the pu- 
nifhment there eftablifhed ts to be applied 
to then, or they are not provided againtt ; 
and, in that cafe, there exifts no punifh- 
ment which can be applied tu them. 

‘Twill go Fartha: I fay, they have 
been provided for. The moft atrocious 
of all, that of a criminal war againit the 
nation, has been provided for. _{n what 
ever manner thet article may be under- 
ftoot', the crimes are the:e—they are all 
there; but the law only declares, the pre- 
fumption of the throne being abdicated. 
J am well aware, that as the nation have 
at prefent abolihed royalty, the punith- 
ment cannot be applied; but could it 
change the condition of Louis? Has he 
not a right to fay, I was the prifoner of 
the nation, why did you not bring me to 
trial ; You haveaboithed royalty. I do 
not difpure your right, but what—becaufe 
you have abolifhed roy Ity, do you with to 
punifh me; and, becaute you know no 
law applicable to me, do you wth to 
create one for me—for me aloe? You are 

doubtleis irvetted with every power; but 
there is one which you have not—ihat of 
bene unjut 

‘It has been faid, that Louis ovght to 
be tried as anenemy But -s he not a 
very cruel enemy who could put himfeif 
at the head of an aimy againit the nation ? 
It has been faid, that he was inviolable 
only in regard toevery citzen individu- 
ally. According to this principle, would 
not the reprefintatives of the people be 
more inviolable, in regerd to the people, 
for whatever they migh have dene, faid, 
cr wiitten during a feffion? T fhall here 
quote a paflage from Reufkau: ‘Where 
I fee neither the law which pro‘ecutes, nor 
the law whch condemns, 1 wil not refer 
tothe general will, for the general will 
cannot pronounce, as the general will, ei- 
the: againft any man, or any fakt.’ 

© Bur if you take from Louis the right 
of being inv olable, you cannot take from 
him the right of being tiied as a citizen ; 
and, im the latter cafe, I would afk you, 
whre ave the prote€ting forms; where 
ave the juts, which are, as it were, hotta- 
ges forthe lives and honor of citizens ? 
T would afk you where is that proportion 
of juflrages which the law has fo wilely 
eflablificd ? Where is that filent ballot 
which enclofes in the fame urn the cor{zi- 
ence and the opinion of the judge ? I fveik 
to you with the opennels of a ion of free- 


and I fee only accufers. You with to pals 
fentence on Louis, and you have been his 
accufers ? You w:fh to pafs fentence upon 
Louis, and you have already exp:efled your 
fentiments on his cafe. You with to pais 
fentence upon Lou's, and your opii:ions 
are known all over Europe. 

‘ [now proceed to the act of accufa- 
tion. You go back to June 1785. I 
fhall go back to the fame period; but 
how could you accufe Louis of having 
then attempted to diffolve the affembly ? 
Do you forget that it was he who con- 
voked it? Do you forget that, for above 
a century and a haif, princes, more jeae 
fous of their authority than he, con4antly 
retuied juch a convocation? Do you tor- 
get, that had it not been for Lous, and 
the numaberlefs fac.ifices to which he cone 
fented, you would not have been here de- 
liberating on the interefts of the ftate ? 
He is acculed of having furrounded Paris 
with troops; but I can fay, that thefe 
troops were deftined only to prote& Pavis 
from tho'e who wifhed to difturb the pubs 
lic tranquillity. I had occation to fee the 
orders given to them, when I undertcok 
the defence of the commandant, whom 
the nation, without any hetitation, ac- 
quitted. 

©T fhall not here take notice of the me- 
mor in which Talon is mentioned as 
acting a partin a plan formed for acoun- 
ter revolution, nor of the papers fubjoined 
to hat memoir, Hud [ to defend a pere 
fon of ordinary rank, I would obferve 
that a citizen cannot be condemned fiom 
papers procured by. attacking his hab'ta- 
tion, unlefs they have been previoufly 
faled up, and an inventory taken of 
them. 

© The habitation of Louis was attacked, 
and his drawers were broke open. Nore 
of them were fa'ed up; no inventcries 
were taken 3 and papers which night have 
been oppofed to others may hve been con- 
cealed. The letters of a deceafed peifoa 
are quo‘ed; but can the letters of a per- 
fon decesfed be adduced as proofs: Thele 
letrers, it is faid, mention money diftribu- 
ted; hut even fuppoting that ths fact, 
which they do not clear up, were true; 
and tuppolme it true, that greater or fmal- 
ler tums hd been extorted from the bene- 
ficence and fintbility of Louis; do you not 
know with what unhappy facility k-ngs 
may be furprized and deceved ? The plin 
of a letter to La Fayctte and Mirabeau is 
mentioned ; but this letter was never fent. 

Mirebeau and La Fayette were at that 

time the two mott popular characters : 
they 
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they both loved the conftitution 3 and no- prefer the fame charge againft the king > 
thing was meant in that letter but the You have charged him with the troubles 
good of the ftate. Louis is accufed alfo of Nimes and of Jales: Was the king re- 
of having written a letter to Bouille ; in fponfible for al! the troubles infeparable 
regard to this, he had no occafion to juitify from fo great a revolution ? 
himtelf, the national aflembly had before * Louis is accufed of the account given 
vot-d thanks to Bouitle tor his good con- by Narbonne. I fhall anfwer but a word. 
duct. When Narbonne quitted the miniftry, the 
* You accufe him of the affemblage on Jegiflative aflembly decreed, that he car- 
the 28th of February; but popular sus ried with him, the confidence and regret of 
mours had attratted, at that ime, anum- the nation. The furrender of Longwy is 
ber of violent perlons around the palace, made a charge againft him, but the inha- 
and Louis ordered them to lay afide their pitants alone were guilty. The furrender 
arms. You aceule him of the maffacres of Verdun was made a charge again@t him ; 
in the Champ de-Mars; but do you for- Who then but Louis appointed the com- 
get thai this unhappy prince was then tut? mandant, fo celebrated for his heroifim, 
pended trom his powers, and watched as who preferred death to furrendering ? 
a prifonr? The nation has decreed that ‘ He is accufed of having retained the 
it fhall be a repubhe; but this was not the Swifs guards, although the conftitution 
forni of government which it withed for forbade it. Mark the faéts: A decice 
then, Did not the legiflative aflembly faid, that the king fhould be requefted to 
declare against a republic in the month of prefent a new formation of his regiment 
July lati ? Had Louis betrayed the inte- of Swifs guards ; and, in the mean time, 
re(ts of the nation at that penod, or had the affembly had direéted, that it thould 
he abufed its confidence, you might have be kept up provifionally till the period of 
this formation. On the 3d of July, the 


pitied him ; you mght have bewailed the 
tate of kings ; but he could not have been affembly ordered the departure of the three 
tried. I have not yet pronounced the  pataltions of this regiment. On the 17th, 
word which would have made that chain the letter of D’Affiy was received, remon- 
of accuiations fall. I have not faid, that ¢trating againtt the decree, and appealing 
fince all thefe facts, Louis accepted the to the capitulations. A new decree or- 
conttitution —the conititution was the con- dering the departure of two batallions. 
tvact of ailiance between the people and D°Affry hefitating between the decree and 
the king—there was no longer any doubt the capitulations, addreffed new remon- 
ftrances to the aflembly. The affembly 


—the palit was forgotten, Let us now 
paffed to the order of the day; and the 





examine what Louis has done fince his 
acceptation ; the act of acculation contains — battalions left Paris. 
fas for which Louis was not bound to « [ come now to the faéts that may be 
anfwer perfonally, and faéts for which le confidered as concerning Louis perfonally. 
was perionally tefpontible. By the con- He is firft attacked for not having fanc- 
ftitution, the king was not refponfible for tioned the decrees refpecting the prietts, and 
what might be done by his agents. On that refpeéting the camp at Paris. I might 
the contrary, it made his miniliers ref- fay, that the conftitution gave him the 
ponible. The king and his minifters free and abfolute power of fanétion ; and 
could not both be arraigned for the fame that if he erred, his error could not be 
ats. imputed to himjasacrime. But if a great 
* Louis is accufed of having left the na- number of citizens femed to fupport the 
tional aflembly ignorant of the convention  Jatter decree, a {till greater number feemed 
of Pilnitz. But this convention was a fe- to oppofe it. He thought it prudent to 
cret treaty between the emperor and the refufehis fanétion ; but at the fame time, 
king of Proflia. There was no reafon he diveéted the formation of the camp at 
of ttate that could make it a rale for 


Soiffons ; and this camp was more uieful 
minifiers to commynicate to an aflem- to our armies than that at Paris could 
ly whofe deliberations were public, an have been. 
afl which was not public. You have ac- * His letter to the bifhop of Clermont is 
cufed Louis of retarding the tranfmffion objected to him; but that letter contains 
of the decree relative ta Avignon. That, only an opinion purely religious, and was 
citizens, was one of the charges again the prior to his acceptance of the conflitution. 
minitter Deiaffart, who had declared, that When he accepted the con:tuntion, he did 
his defence, which he was preparng in rot think it free from blemithes ; for, in 
his prifon. would leave no doubt of Ins the very a& of accepiing it, he {peaks of 
innocence. And can you, after his death, egal yeforms, He is acculed of having 
pal j 
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paid his guard ; but the aflembly, in de- 
creeing its dilcharge, had faid that it 
fhould be organized anew. It was there- 
fore incumbent on his juice and huma- 
nity to pay it till its new formation. He 
is accufed of having given aid to the emi- 
grants, and of having proteéted, by his 
ambafladors, the coalition of foreign pow- 
ers. He is accufed of his influence at the 
court of Vienna. T anfwer, that Lou's 
conftantly oppofed the efforts of the emi- 
crants. Retpe&ting this, I will cite a 
fat. He was informed, by his refident, 
of an attempt of the emigrants to obtain 
arms and ammunition at Frankfort, and 
of the refulal of the magiftrates of Frank- 
fort. He dire&ted his refident to thank 
the magiftrates, and to invite them to per- 
fevere in thei: sefulal. 

€ There is not a fingle emigrant that re- 
ceived aid from him. He provided for 
the maintenance of his nephews ; the eldett 
fourteen, the youngeft eleven yerrs of age ; 
there was no law that fixed the age at 
which emigration was a crime: the con- 
vention has made one. The nephews of 
Louis were without refources ; mutt he 
ftifle the fentiments ef humanity ? [Mut 
he, for being a King, ceafe to be a kinf- 
man? He gave money to the goveinels of 
his children; but the evas the governets 
of his children, and had left France fince 
178g. Choifeuil Be upre had been in 
Jtaly fince 1789, and had never borne 
arms againft France. He gave aid to 
Rochefort, but Rochefort was not an emi- 
grant. He is aceufed of having remitted 
money to Boule: Bouille’s letter fays, 
« Pay tomonfiewr, the king’s brother, by 
his order.” The truth is, that he never 
remitted pecuniary aid to monfieur, and 
the order in quettion was the o:der of mon- 
fieur, not of the king. Al} that he did was, 
to give fecurity for his other brother fora 
fum of 400,000 livres; but this was in 
1789, an¢ he was induced to it by mo- 
tives of humanity. 

‘He ts acculed of the mancenvres of 
Dumouttier at the court of Berlin; but 
Dumouttier was not the agent of Louis, 
but of the princes, his brothers. 

© A letter of Chotfeuill Gouffier, the late 
ambaffador at Conttantinople, is obje&ted 
to him. It is fuppoicd, thet becaute he 
was the ambafflador of Louis, to Louis 
mut his projects be unputed; but the 
vay letter of this ambaffudor proves, that 
it was three days afier his recal, and on 
account of that at he formed an 
i ial ambatlador 
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vices to the princes, the king’s brothers. 
The billet proves that Louis had no con- 
nexion with him. 

*T come now tothe charges of the fu- 
bornation of feveral members of the legif= 
lative aflembly. This plan reduced the 
liquidation of offices ten millions ; he eafed 
the national treafury to that amount, and 
charged the civil It with the interef. 
We underttand the corruption that turns 
to the profit of perforal inteeft ; but a 
corruption that leaves us all the fhame, 
and gives to another all the profit, we 
cannot eafily comprehend. The fact is, 
as it appears from the papers communi- 
cated to Louis, that it was he alone who 
prevented che decree from being propoled 
to the aflembly, and that he exprefled dif- 
pleafure and indignation at it. 

‘A charge is brought againft him, 
which has excited the indignation of the 
people, and which could not bur appear a 
very heavy ore. He is accufed of having 
pudhis body-guards at Coblentz. This 
charge, T own, ttruck me with grief: I 
was led to fuipect the good faith of Louis : 
the proofs appeared to be clear. I come 
this day to maxe the reparation in the eyes 
of Europe, which I ie:! that I owe to 
him. All the papers refer to the month 
of O&ober 1791. Mark what the admi- 
niflrators of the civil Jit wrote to the 
treafurer in November: “ The intention 
of his majefty isto continue the pay of h's 
body-guards till they be replaced ; but his 
majefty means that the amount of this pay 
thall not be delivered in total to the etat- 
major, but to each individual at the pay- 
office of the civil lift, on his particular re- 
ceipt and certificate of refidence within the 
kingdom. All the papers have been 
made as public as pofible. Louis has 
been accufed to France, to all Europe. 
All the articles of accufation have been 
ordered to be printed; and the only paper 
that refutes thefe charges is the only one 
that has remained unknown. ‘This paper 
mutt have been among the reft. By what 
itrange fatality isit not to be found among 
them ? At lait Lous, after much pains, 
obtained from the offices an authentic 
copy of this matter. He has produced it 
to theeyes of ail Europe. 

“1 come, at litt, to the difaftrous day 
of the roth of Auguit. Had we beleved 
that Louis committed the crimes of which 
he is accufed, you would not fee us at this 
bar to give him the aid of our courageous 
veracity. All your fucceffes fince that 
day have given you the power of being 
generous: we atk you only to be juft, 
He dicaded the invahion of his palace; he 
mains 
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maintained a more exaét correfpondence 
with the popular authorities In fine, the 
people came thither, The piocurator 
fynd'c reads, with regret no doubt, the 
fixth article of the law, which directs to 
repel force by force. The cannoneers, 
for anfwer, fire their cannon befcre him. 
Then the procurator fyndic invites Louis 
to go to the aflembly; he goes thither. 
One hour after, our misfortunes com- 
mence. How began the action? I know 
not; hiltory perhaps will know no more 
than FE. He is accufed of having reviewed 
the troops. Gianted : accufe the mayor 
alfo of having vifited the po‘ts. Was not 
Louis a conftituted authority ? Was not 
his authority a depofit in his hands of 
which the law forbade him the leaf in- 
frinvement? I know it has been faid, that 
Lou's excited the infurrection to effeét the 
execution of his projeéts ; but who is now 
ignorant that this iniurie&tion was com- 
bined ; that it was matured; that it had 
its agents, its counfel, its dire&tois? 
Who ts ignorant that aéts, hat treaties 
on the fubject had been figned ? 

“In this hall, men have contend: d for 
the clory of the roth of Auguit. I come 


not to difpute that glory ; but fince it has 
been proved that that day was premedi- 


tated, how can it be imputed as a crime 
to Louis? And you accufe him; and 
you would give judgment againft him? 
again him who has never given a fan- 
guinary order ; againtt him who, at Va- 
rennes preferred returning a captive to 
expofing the life of a fingle man; againft 
him, who on the 2oth of June, refufed 
every kind of aid, and preferred remain- 
ing alone in the midft of the people! Hear 
hittory fpesk: Louis mounted the throne 
at the age of twenty ; he exhibited an ex- 
ample of morals, of juftice, of economy : 
he abolified fervitude in his domains ; the 
people defired liberty, he gave it, [sur- 
girs.) We cannot deny to Louis the 
glory of having always anticipated the 
withes of his people. I do not conclude ; 
I appeal to hittory: Recolieét, that hiitory 
will judge your judgment.” 


The prefident then afked Louis, if he 
had any thing to add to the defence made 
by his counfél. 

Louis role, and with mixed fenfibility 
and fumnefs faid, ‘ Citizens, my defence 
is laid before you. TI fhall not repeat it. 
In {peaking to you, perhaps, for the laft 
time, I declare that mv confciznce makes 
me noreproach, and that my defender has 
told you nothing but the truth. I have 
never dreaded the public examination of 
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my conduct ; but my heart is rent to find 
in the aét of accufation, the imputation of 
having wifhed to fhed the blood of the 
people ; and, above all, that the misfor- 
tunes of the roth of Auguft are attributed 
tome. LTown, that the {many proofs I 
have given upon all occafions of my love 
for the people, and the manner in which I 
have ever conduéted mylelf, appeared to 
me fufficient to prove, that I did not fear 
to expoie my own perfon to {pare their 
blood, and to exempt me from fuch an 
imputation. 

He then retired with the fame calmnefs 
that has attended him fince he was firlt 
brought to the bar. But on going out, 
a fudden flufh overfpread his countenance, 
and a few tears fell. 

A decree was immediately paffed, that 
he fhould be 1econduéted to the Temp'e; 
a fecond, that the defence of his courtel 
fhou'd be figned by them and by him, and 
laid on the table ; and a third, that the 
words ¢ the people defired Liberty; be gave 
it,’ wh.ch had excited murmurs in the 
convention, and which the counfel had 
fruck cut of his notes, fhould be re- 
ftored. 

It was alfo decreed, on the application 
of the counfei, that they fhould affitt in 
correGting the printed procfs of the de- 
fence, copies of which were ordered to be 
fent to the eighty-four departments. 

Manuel, who had moved the printing 
and fending to the departments, moved; 
that copies fhould be diftributed to the de- 
putes within twenty-four hours. and that 
the difcufion fhould be adjourned tor 
three days. 

Duhem moved, that juftice fhould “be 
inflantly done, and that the members 
fhould anfwer individually to this queltion 
— Shall Lonis Capet undergo the pu- 
nifment of death, or not ?” 

Lajuin’ts oppofed this ferocious mo- 
tion, which temled to difgrace, not only 
the convention, but zi] Fr-nce. He was 
inter: upted by cries fro: the violent party, 
commonly called the Mountain, among 
whom M. Egalité was feated ; but when 
he added, that the convention ought to 
take care not to give the enemies of libery 
an opportumty of fLying, that Louis was 
tried by men, who were themtclves great 
conip'rators, the tumalt was redoubled. 
At length he was futlered to proceed. nd 
concluded, that they owght not to pio- 
nounce on the fate of Louis but as a mat- 

ster of general fatety, and that the bef 
mode he, to refer it to the fove- 
reign judgment of the primary affems 
biies. 
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The prefident put the adjournment of 
the difcuffion to the vote; and declared it 
carried by a great majority. But the 
Mountain exclaimed againk this decifion, 
and furrounded the prefident and fecre- 
taries with menaces and reproaches. The 
majority kept their feats, and with the 
prefident, endeavoured to bring the dif- 
orderly toa fenfe of their duty, by firm- 
nels and filence. 

Jullien feized the opportunity of in- 
veighing againft the prefident and the 
ariftocrats, as wifhing to diffolve the re- 
public. He defired that the prefident 
might be turned out of the chair, as un- 
worthy of the confidence with, which his 
colleagues had honoured him, and charged 
him with having held private conferences 
with Malefherbes, one of the king’s council. 
_ The prefident repelled the invective with 
becoming dignity, and challenged an 
man to prove that he had converfed with 
Malefhe: bes, but for the purpofe of fettling 
- mode of receiving the council at the 

ar. 

Thuriot, who, but two days before, 
had faid at the Jacobin club, that rather 
than Louis efcape, he would b!ow cut his 
brains with his own hand, moved that 
the aflembly fhould continue to fit till 
judgment was pronounced, 

Couthon moved, that the difcuffion 
fhould be opened immediately, and con- 
tinued, in preference to all ether matters, 
till judgment was given, 

, Many members conceiving that this 
prevented referring the whole to the pri- 
mary affemblies, wifhed tu fubftitute for 
judgment given, the words pronouncing on 
the fate of the king. 

Fetion rofe to explain Couthon’s pro- 
pofition, and to fhew that it did not pre- 
Indes the queftion. 

he Mountain, {econded by the cla- 
mours of the galleries, which had been on 
their ‘fide during the whole debate, en- 
deavoured to prevent his being heard. 
The majority, at laft, loft their temper, 
and forgot their dignity. They advanced 
with menacing geftures to meet their anta- 
gonifis; and a brawl enfued, in which 
blows were exchanged. But the prefident 
putting on his hat, and declaring that he 
would inftantly exert the utmoit rigour of 
his authority, order was reftored. 

Petion was then heard: he fpoke with 
grief of the fcandalous feene that had juit 
pafled; of the facility with which the 
pureft motives were calumniated ; of the 
atrocity of fo:cing the contciences of men, 
and compelling them to decide without 
difcufling. * The friends of liberty and 
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juftice,” faid he, * are not thofe who thew 
themielves the moft eager for blood ; but 
thofe .who with to judge only upon entire 
conviétion. He concluded with an ex- 
planation of Couthon’s motion, and fat 
down amid the plaudits of the members ; 
but without one motion of applavie from 
the gallerics, to him whole every word was 
formerly applauded. After this expla- 
nation, Couthon’s propofition was de- 
creed.—-But how diffimilar was this tu- 
multuous fcene to the folemn dignity re- 
commended to the convention on the fiufk 
day of the trial ! 

As the unfortunate prince himflf had 
intimated, this was the laft time that he 
appeared at the bar of the convention. 
Several debates took place, on fome fub- 
fequent days concerning the competency 
of the convention to decide the grand 
queition of the guilt or innoc-nce of the 
¢i-devant king, and the neceffiry of re- 
ferring it to the people in their primary 
affemblies. 

Of the various opinions on this im- 
portant fubje&, four or five deferve par- 
ticular attention. Rabaut de St. Etienne 
(a proteftant minifter, a wile and mode- 
rate man, who haswritten a Hiftory of 
the French Revolution) denied that the 
nation had fent judges to try Louis. He 
founded his argument upon the impoffibi- 
lity of the nation ever forgetting this prin- 
ciple, that a legiflator 1s not a judge. 
€ The people,’ faid he, ¢ fent you as 
mandatories, as reprefentatives, and as 
legiflators, but never as judges. They 
fent you to delegate powers, and never to 
exercife them.” He complained of the 
great precipitancy which the convention 
had fhewn in this bufinefs; he faid, he 
forefaw a number of evils ready to fall 
upon France, and declared that an appeal 
to the people was, in his opinion, the only 
mode which could be adopted.—Two 
days after, the feétion of Gravilliers peti- 
tioned for the death of Louis XVI. The 
widows, orphans, and wounded of the 
roth of Augutt, prefenteda fimilar_peti- 
tion. To heighten the intereft of {the 
fcene, one of the wounded was carried on 
a bier.—But this extraordinary intere 
ference did not prevent Verginaud, the next 
day, from deprecating the condemnation 
of Louis by the convention. * What fe- 
curity have we,” faid he, ¢ that thofe who 
now afcribe aj] the calamities of the nae 
tion to Louis, wi'l not, after his death, 
impute them all to the convention ? What 
fecurity have we, that they will not tell 
the people, that they have only changed 
one tyrant for another; thatthe calemi- 
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ties of war, increafed by the acceflion of 
England and of Spain, are imputable to 
the convention, who, to gratify their luft 
of revenge, condemned Louis to death ; 
that the imdigence of the people, and the 
want of energy in the gove:nment, are all 
mputable to the convention ? What fecu- 
rity have we, that thefe clamours of turbu- 
lence and anarchy may not effect an union 
of the ariftocracy, thirfting for vengeance; 
of mifery, eager for change ; of pity, which 
the fate of Louis will inipire? What fe- 
curity have we that, from among the 
judges of the 2d of September, will not 
appear the chief fo much defired? This 
chief, citizens, ah! let him appear, it 
will be but to fall beneath a thoufand 
wounds. But what will become of Pa- 
ris amid thefe new tempefts—of Paris, 
whofe courage againit kings pofterity will 
admire, and will not believe that this city 
has fuffered a horde of banditti in its 
bofom, to agitate and rend it to pieces by 
convulfive movements. And you, in- 
duttrious citizens! who have effected the 
revolution: you, whoft facrifices are every 
day multiplied by the neceffities of your 
country, what will become of you?” He 
concluded, that every act of the conven- 
tion, not dire€tly or tacitly ratified by the 
people, was an at of tyranny; that the 
people had promifed inviolability to Louis, 
and alone had the right to ftrip him of it ; 
and that to them, in the primary aflem- 
blies, his fate ought to be fubmitted. 

At laft, on Monday, Jan. 14, after 
various modes of proceeding hail been pro 
pofed, the convention decreed, that each 
member, being called by name in the al- 
phabetical order of his department, fhould 
anfwer, yes or no, to the following queftions. 

I. Is Louis guilty of confpiracy againtt 
the liberty of the nation, and of ‘attempts 
againit the general fafety of the fate ? 

II. Shall recourfe be had to the appeal 
to the people before inflifting punifhment ? 

III. What punifhment fhall he fuffer ? 

Accordingly, the next day, the firit 
queftion was put tp the vote. When all 
the votes had been colleéted, Wergineaux, 
the prefident, faid: Of 26 members 
have been abfent by leave ;: five by illnefs ; 
one for caufe unknown; 26 have made 
various declarations, and 693 have voted 
for the affirmative. Ido declare, in the 
name of the convention, ¢ That Louis 
Capet is guilty of confpiracy 2gainft the 
liberty of ‘the nation, and of attempts 
againit the general fafety of the flate.” 

After this, the fecond quetlion was put, 
and the votes-being collected, it appeared, 
that twenty members wese abfent by leave ; 
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ten did not vote; three were indifpoled ; 
three were abfent without known caufe; 
424-voted for the negative, and 283 for 
the arffimative. Then the prefident de- 
clared, The national convention decrees, 
that the judgment which it fhall pro. 
nounce upon Louis Capet fhall not be 
fubjeGted to an appeal tothe people.’ 

On Wednefday the 16th, the conven. 
tion decreed, that they would fit without 
intermiffion, till they had determined the 
fate of Louis. Several members then ob. 
ferved, that as the convention wifhed to 
exercife the funétion of judges, they 
ought to adopt the form generally ufed, 
of not condemning an accufed perfon but 
by a majority of two-thirds of the votes, 
To this, it was anfwered, that as the 
convention reprefented the people, they 
ought, like them, to decide every thing by 
an abfolute majority. And, accordingly, 
the convention determined, that the ma- 
jority, fhould be fimple, that is, that one 
fhould be amajority. 

At a quarter paft feven in the evening, 
the third quettioi was put; and as eacly 
member affigned reafons for his opinion, 
the fitting continued the whole night. 
Among the voters it was obferved, that 
while Thomas Paine, the profefled enemy 
of all kings, voted only for the provi- 
fional imprifonment of the unhappy Louis, 
and his expulfion after the war, Philippe 
Egalite, heretofore duke of Orleans, and 
firft prince of the blood-royal of France, 
voted:for the death of his relation. 

The appel nominal (for fo the mode of 
voting is called) being finithed, one of the 
fecretaries offered to read two letters, one 
from the counfel of Louis, and the other 
from the envoy of the king of Spain, 
This produced a long difcuffion; the re- 
fult of which was, that the convention 
determined not to permit the interference 
of any foreign power, and paffed on to the 
order of the day: but, with refpeét to 
the letter from Louis, it was agreed to be 
heard after the refult of the appel nomi- 
nal was declared. 

* The prefident then ftated the refult of 
the appel nominal, namely, that the pu- 
nifhment of death was voted by a majority 
of five. Then, amid the moft awful fi- 
lence, he thus pronounced the fentence : 
© I declare, in the name of the convention, 
that the punifhment which it pronounces 
gaint Louis Capet is—Death !” 

The three defenders of Louis Capet’ 
were then admitted to the bar. Defeze 
faid, * Citizens, Reprefentatives, the law 
and decrees have entrufted to us the facred 
function of the defence of Louis. W* 
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aome, with regret, to prefent td you the 
lat aét of our fun&tion. Louis has given 


to us his exprefs charge to read to you a 
letter figned with his own hand,’ Of this 
the following is a copy : 


«I owe to my own honour, I owe to 
my family, not to fub{cribe to a fentence 
which declare’ me guilty of a crime with 
which I cannot accufe myfelf. In confe- 
quence, I appeal to the nation, from the 
fentence of its reprefentatives ; and I com- 
mit, by thefe prefents, to the fidelity of 
my defenders, to make known to the na- 
tional convention this appeal by all the 
means in their power, and to demand, 
that mention of it be made in the minutes 
of their fittings. 

Given at Paris, the 16th January, 1793. 
(Signed) Louis.’ 

Defeze then reminded the affembly that 
the decree of death had been pronounced 
by a majority of five only, while the other 
part of the affembly were of opinion that 
the fafety of the country required another 
decifion. He conjured them to examine 
anew the queftion of appeal, and to grant 
tohumanity, to the intereft of the ttate, 
all that juitice might not feem imperiowfly 
to claim. 

Tronchet protefted againft the decree, 
by which the affembly had declared that 
the fentence fhould be paffed by an abfo- 
lute majority. He demanded the repeal 
of the decree ; obferving, that as the pe- 
nal code had ferved as the bafis of the opi- 
nion of thofe who had pronounced the 
punithment of death, the afiembly ought, 
conformably to that code, not to pro- 
nounce the punifhment except by two- 
thirds of the voices. 

_Maletherbes begged the convention to 
allow him till the next day, to prefent 
fome obfervations on the kind of majority 
which to him feemed neceffary, before 
{entence ought to have been pronounced. 
He regretted that he could not {peak ex- 
tempore with fufficient facility to enable 
him to explain his ideas. 

The prefident informed the counfel that 
the convention would take their requefts 
into confideration, and invited them to 
the honours of the fitting. 

In anfwer to Tronchet’s objeétion, it 
was obferved, that the penal code required 
4 majority of two-thirds, not for the ap- 
Plication of punifhment, but for the de- 
claration of fasts ; and that the law, in 
regard to punifhment, required only an 
adiolute majority. 

It was then decreed : 

1. That the appeal interpofed by Louis 
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Capet is null, being contrary to the rights 
of the people, and to the power of national 
reprefentation ; and that all citizens are 
forbidden to fupport this appeal, under 
pain of being punithed as dilturbers of the 
public tranquillity. 

II, That there are no grounds for at- 
tending to the remonftrances of the coun- 
fel ef Louis in regard to the nature of the 
majority which pafled fentence upon him. 

The difcuffion of the queftion, Whe- 
ther it would be proper to fufpend the exe 
ecution of the fentence ? was adjourned to 
the next day ; and ‘the convention roie at 
eleven at night, after a fitting of thirty-fix 
hours. 

On Friday Jan. 18, fome members com- 
plained, that, the preceding day, their vote 
had not been corre@tly taken, they having 
voted for the death of the king, and not o- 
therwife, as ftated in the lifts of the appel 
vominal, One of the fecretaries, therefore, 
read over the names of the deputies, and 
the words in wh.ch each of then delivered 
his vote and opinion, Several members, 
when their names were called over, gave 
explanations of the meaning of the expref- 
fions they employed in delivering their 
vote; but molt of them were unfavourable 
to the accufed. A long difcuflion enfued, 
the refult of which was, that they fhould 
adjourn till the next day, when the revifion 
of the appel nominal thould be declared, 
and a fourth queftion fhould be diicuffed, 
namely, Whether the execution of the fen- 
tence fhould be delayed ? 

On Saturday January 1g, the firft ob- 
ject of difcuflion was the queftion, ‘ Whe- 
ther the fentence pafled againft Louis Ca- 

t fhould be delayed ?” 

The difcuffion being clofed, the conven- 
tion proceeded to the appel nominal on the 
queltion, Whether the execution of the 
fentence paficd againft Louis Capet fhould 
be delayed ? No explanations were al- 
lowed, but the members were confined to 
a fimple Yes or No. 

When the afpel zominal was terminated, 
the prefident announced, that, after calling 
over the votes upon the quettion, What 
punifhment fhould be infl:tted on Louis ? 
and after the explanations given by feveral 
who had voted for death with rettritions, 
it was found that the fentence of death 
pronounced yeflerday upon Louis had been 
carried by a majority, not of five, but of 
twventy-/2ven votes. 

The prefident then declared the refult of 
the appel nominal on the queltion, Whe- 
ther the execution of the fentence fhould be 
delayed ? To be, againtt the delay 348 5 

tor it 310. 
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The convention rof at two in the morn- 
ing, afier having decreed as follows : 

I, The executrve council fhall be imme- 
diately fummoned, and a copy of the decree 
which P onounces fentence of death againit 
Louis delivered to them. 

II, The executive council thal! be charg- 
ed to notify this decree to Louis, in tie 
courfe of the day ; to caufe it to be execu- 
ted within twenty-four hours after it has 
been notified to him; to take every mea- 
fure of fafety and police, which to them 
fhall appear neceffary during the execution ; 
to be careful that nv infult be offzred to the 
remains of Louis; and to give an account 
of their diligence to the mational conven- 
tion, 

III. The mayor and municipal officers 
of Paris fhall be enjoined to fuffer Louis 
to communicate freely with his family, and 
to have with him fuch priefts as he may 
defire in his laft moments. 

On Sunday Jan. 20, the minifler of 
juftice appeared in the convention, and 
faid: ¢ The executive council, met this 
morning for the execution of your decree, 
fummoned to attend the commiffioners of 
the diveStory of the department, the mayor, 
the commandant general, the publ’c accu- 
fer, and the prefident of the criminal tri- 
bunal of the department of Paris. After 
having concerted fome meafures with them, 
the minitter of juttice, the prefident of ihe 
council, another member, and the fecretary 
of the council, accompanied by two mem- 
bers of the depwtment, and the mayor, 
tepaired at two o'clock precifely to the a- 
partment of Louis. As prefident of the 
courcil, { faid to him—* Louis, the exe- 
cutive council has been charged to notify 
to you an extract of the minutes of the fit- 
tings of the national convention of the 
asth, x7th, tgth, and 2oth of January.” 
The fecretary of the council read the ex- 
tract to him. 

* Louis replied tous nearly to the fame 
effeSt as the contents of a paper, which he 
drew from his port-folio, and delivered to 
us. I anfwered, that the members of-the 
council then prefent would withdraw to 
deliberate on his demands ; and not being 
able to come to any refolution by ourfelves, 
we returned, to lay them before the coun- 
cil, who, after hearing them read, re- 
folved, that they fhould be communicated 
to you. They are as follows: 


* I demand a delay of three days, that 
I may be able to prepare myfelf for appear- 
ing before God. I demand, for this pur- 
pole, to be permitted to fee freely the per- 
fon whom I thal! point out to the commif- 
Goners of the commons ; that this perfon 
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may be fecure from all fear and from all 
uneafinefs, for the aét of charity which he 
fhall perform to me. 

* I demand to be delivered from the per- 
petual infpection which the council general 
hus eftablithed for fome days pait. 

¢ I demand, during this interval, leave 
to fee my family when I fhall defire it, and 
without witnefles. I could with that the 
national convention would confider with 
all fpeed of the lot of my family, and per- 
mit them to retire freely and conveniently 
wherever the convention fhall think proper, 

¢ I recommend to the benevolence of the 
nation, all the perfons who were attached 
to me; there are many of them who ex- 
pended their whole fortune on their fitua- 
tions, and who, having no longer any 
appointment, mutt be in neceffity, and even 
fome of them who had no means of living 
but their appointments. Among the pen- 
fioners are many aged perfons, women and 
children, who had no other means of jub- 
fiftence. (Signed) Louis.’ 
At the tower of the 1 emple, Jan. 1793. 


© As we were retiring, added the mini- 
iter, he delivered a note to one of the com- 
miflioners of the commons, in a hand- 
writing different from his own, containing 
the name of this man of charity; it is M, 
Edgeworth, or de Fermon, No.483, Rue 
du Bacq.’ 

The convention decreed, that Louis 
fhould be allowed to call whatever mini- 
{ter of religion he might think proper, and 
to fee his family without witneffes. 

They authorized the executive council to 
inform him, that the nation, always great 
and always juft, would attend to the lot 
of his family. 

Refpe&ting the demand made in favour 
of thofe who depended on him for their 
fubfiftence, the conventionn pafled to the 
order of the day, becaufé fuch perfons had 
a right to appear, and to requeit payment, 
or fome other indemnity, if debts are due 
to them. 

The convention paffed alfo to the order 
of the day, on the demand made by Louis, 
that the execution of the fentence might be 
delayed three days. 

On Monday, January 21, the conven- 
tion met at ten in the morning, the very 
moment that their fanguinary decree was 
executing. A letter was read from gened 
ral Santerre, ftating the meafures he had 
taken to fecure the public tranquillity, and 
to prevent the accidents the death of Louis 
might occafion. A note from Louis was 
next read, in which he defired to be bu- 
ried in the cathedral of Sens, clofe to his 
father. The convention pafled to the > 
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der of the day upon the requeft ; and the 
executive council were ordered to caufe 
Louis to be interred in the burial place of 
the feétion in which he had fuffered. 

On the preceding day, the executive 
council, in obedience to the decrees of the 
convention, had made the following ar- 
rangements for the laft awful fcene. 

Jan. 20, fecond year of the republic. 

© The provilional executive council, de- 

liberating on the meafures to be taken for 

the execution of the decrees of the national 

convention of the 15th, 17th, rgth, and 

2oth of January, 1793, relolves the fol- 
lowing regulations : 

¢ x, The execution of the ftntence of 
Louis Capet fhall take place to-morrow. 

* 2. The place of execution fhall be 
La Place de la Revolution, lately the Place 
de Louis XV, between the Pedeftal and the 
Champs Elifées. 


¢ 3. Louis Capet fhall fet out from the . 


Temple at eight in the morning, fo that the 
execution may take place at noon, 

¢ 4. The commiffioners of the depart- 
ment of Paris, the commiffioners of the 
municipality, and two members of the cri- 
minal tribunal, fhall affitt at the execution ; 
the fecretary regitter of the tribunal fhall 
draw upa minute of it ; and the faid com- 
miffioners, and members of the tribunal, 
as foon as the execution is over, fhall come 
to give an account of it to the council, 
who fhall continue in a ftate of permanent 
fitting during the whole day. 

By the provifional executive council, 

RoLanpD, CLAVIERE, MonGE, 
Le Brun, GaRAT, PACHE.” 

Twenty five citizens, of known prin- 
ciples, well armed, acquainted with the 
manual exercife, and having each fixteen 
rounds of fhot, were chofen from each fec- 
tion to form a guard of r200 men, who 
accompanied the unfortunate monarch to 
the place of execution. Strong detach- 
ments from the different legions were 
potted in the fireets through which he was 
to pafs, and in all the avenues leading to 
the Place de la Revolution, to prevent any 
confufion ; each {e&ion had a body in re- 
ferve, ready to moye at a moment's no- 
tice; and cannon were diftributed in dif- 
ferent places. 

The following is the official report made 
to the commons of Paris, by James Roux, 
priett and preacher of the Sans Culottes, 
one of the commiffioners named by the 
commons, to affitt at the execution : 

* We come to give you an account of 
the miffion with which we were charged. 


We went to the Temple, where we an- 
nounced to the tyrant, that the hour for his 
execution was arrived, 

© He defired fome minutes alone with 
his confeflor. He wanted to give us a 
packet for you; but we obferved, * we 
we were only charged to conduét him to 
the fcaffold.” He anfwered, ** That is 
true ;” and gave the packet to one of our 
colleagues. He recommended his family ; 
and requefted that Clery, his conte hy 
chambre, fhould be that of the gueen; and 
then haftily faid, of Lis wife. He farther 
requefted, that his old fervants at Ver~ 
failles fhould not be forgotten. He faid 
to Santerre, * Marchons, (let us go on). 
He walked through one curt, and got into 
the carriage in the fecond, The moft per- 
fest filence reigned during the whole pro- 
ceffion. We never lott fight of Capet till 
we came to the Guillotine*. He arrived 
there at ten minutes after ten ; he was three 
minutes getting out of the carriage; he 
w'fhed to harangue the people; Santerre 
oppoed it. His head was fevered from his 
body. ‘The citizens dipped their pikes and 
handkerchiefs in his blood.” } 

After this report, general Santerre ad- 
ded: * You have heard an exact account 
of all that paffed. Louis Capct wanted to 
fpeak of mercy to the people, but L would 
not let him.” 

To the above official account we mutt 
add, that the king arrived at the place of 
execution at ten in the morning, having 
been conveyed from the Temple by way of 
the Boulevards. He mounted the (caffuld 
alone, the commitlioners, the mayor, and 
even his confeflor, remaining at the foot of 
it. He had on nothing but a white under- 
wailtcoat, his neck and breait open, and 
his hair rolled up behind as abbés wear 
theirs. He advanced with a firm itep and 
fteady countenance on the Ieft fide of the 
Guillotine, and faid, in a firm voce, 
‘Frenchmen, [ die innocent; I forgive 
my enemies ; [ wifh that my deith may be 
ufeful to the people.” He was then con- 
du&ed to the Guillotine, and faid, in La- 
tin, as he placed himfelf upon it, ¢ I com- 
mend my foul to God.’ His head was 
inttantly fevered fiom his body. During 
this interval, which was only two minutes, 
the moft profound filence prevailed—not a 
murmur, not a motion, not a breath was 
heard. 

Thus perified on the fcaffold Louis 
XVI, the thirty-fecond fovereign of France, 
from Hugh apet, founder of the late dy- 
naity, and the tourth in defcent fiom Hen- 


* The name of the machine, in which the axe defcends in grooves from a confider- 
able height, fo that the ftroke is certain, and the head inttantly fevered from the body. 


ty 











THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


ry the Great, the firft king of the branch of 
Bouibon. He was bora Aug. 23, 1754 3 
married May 16, 1770, to Maria Antoni- 
etta, aunt to the prefent emperor of Ger- 
many 5 fucceeded his grandfather May 
10, 17743 was fufpended from the royal 
authority Auguft ro, 17923 pronounced 
guilty of a confpiracy againit the ftate Jan. 
15, 1793, and executed on the arft of the 
fame month. Sincere and upright in prin- 
ciple, gentle and benign in difpofition, this 
unhappy prince was placed, by a train of 
irefiftible circumftances, in a fituation, in 
which the moft confummate wifdom and 
virtue could not aé& with perfect rectitude ; 
nor could even the molt perfect reftitude 
have prevented the fatal effects of jealoufy 
and fufpicion. Perhaps Europe is in a 
ftate too agitated, to judge impariially be- 
tween him-and the fevere tribunal that 
condemned him; a tribunal, rigid to an 
extreme, when Mercy urged her powerful 
and perfuafive claims, but content to relax 
that rigour, when the quettion was to dif- 
penfe with an adherence to thofe forms of 
law, which, on the trial of the meaneft and 
moft profligate criminal, would have been 
ceemed indifpenfable. But their judgment 
will undergo the fevere revifion of pofterity ; 
nor can it pafs unobferved by the Supreme 
Governor of the Univerle, all whofe ways 
are juft and righteous, although inicrutable 
by his finite ¢ catures. 

Much has been faid, and much of that 
has been contradisted, concerning the af- 
fe&ting parting between the royal fufferer 
and the unhappy furvivors. Nothing of 
this, that has hitherto appeared, can be 
depended upon. But imag:nation will 
paint to each virtuous and fufceptible mind, 
all that is deficient in narration, all that 
expreffion could in vain attcmpt to de- 
fcribe. 

The royal corpfe was interred, without 
any infult being offered to it, in the ce- 
netery of St. Magdalen, between the per- 
fons who loft their lives during the illumi- 
nitions on account of his marriage, and 
the SwifS who fell on the roth of Aucult. 

The following is a copy of the affecting 
Lait Will and Teitament of the unfortu- 
nate monarch, which, by his direétions, 
was delivered to the commons of Paris ; 


Tus WILtlL. 


€ In the name of the Holy Trinity, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Sprit, this 25ih of 
December 1792. I Louis, the XVith by 


name, kingot France, having been con- 
fined with my family in the ‘ower of the 


Temple at Paris by thofe who weve my 


fubjeé&ts, and fince the 11th deprived of all 
communication whatever with my family, 
befide which, under a trial of which it is 
impoflible, on account of the pallions of 
men, to forefee the flue, and for which no 
pretext or means can be found in any ex- 
iting laws, having only Ged for witnefs 
of my thoughts, and to whom I can ad- 
dreis myfelf, I here in his prefence declare 
my laft will and featiments. 

‘I refign my foul to my Creator; I 
pray hin in his mercy not to judze it after 
its own merits, but by thofe of our bleffed 
Saviour Jefus Chrift, who offered himfelf 
to God, his Father, for us men, how un- 
worthy foever we may have been, for me 
the moft fo. 

€ Idie in union with our holy mother, 
the Catholic, Apoftolic, and Roman church, 
which holds its powers in uninterrupted 
fucc-flion trom Sr. Peter, to whom Jefus 
Chritt entru'ted them ; and I contefs every 
thing contained in the Symbol and Com- 
mandments of God and the Church, the 
Sacraments and Myiteries, as now and ever 
taught by the Catholic Church. I have 
never pretended to set mylelf up, Judge 
upon ‘he diiferent modes of interpreting the 
dogmas which agitate the Church of Jefus 
Chrift; but I have always fupported, and 
fall always fupport, fhould God grant me 
life, the decifions which the ecclefiattical 
fuperiors, united with the Holy Catholic 
Church, have given or may give con- 
formably to the difcipline of the Church 
as foliowed tince Jefus Chriit. I pity with 
all my heart our brethren who may be in 
error; but I pvelume not to judge them, 
nor do I love them les in Jefus Chritt, 
agreeable to the inftructions of Chrittian 
charity. I pray God to pardon all my fins, 
which f have endeavoured {crupulonfly to 
recoilest ; and I deteft and humiliate my- 
felf in his prefence. Deprived of the af- 
fiftance of a Catholic Prieft, I entreat God 
to receive the confeffion which I have made 
to him, and particularly my profound re- 
pentance of having figned my name, al- 
though ftrongly againit my will, to inftru- 
ments which may be contrary to the faith 
and difcipline of the Catholic Church, to 
which J have in my heat continued fin- 
cerely attached. I pray God to receive my 
firm refolution, fhcu'!d he grant me life, 
to avail myflf, as foon as I can, of the 
Miniiiry of a Catholic Prieft, to confefs 
aii my tins, and to receive the facrament of 
repentance. 

‘I pray thofe whom I may have inad- 
vertently offended (for f do not recolle& 
to have wilfully offended any one) or thole 
to whom I may have given any bad ex- 
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smple, to pardon me the evil which they 
fuppofe I may have done them. ; 

© I pray all charitable perfons to unite 
their prayers to mine, to obtain from God 
the pardon of my fins. 

© I forgive with all my heart thofe who 
have made them{elves my enemies without 
my having given them ary caufe; I pray 
God to pardon them, as well as thofe who, 
by a falie or mifguided zeal, have done me 
much injury. 

*1 recommend to God, my wife, my 
children, my filter, my aunts, my bro- 
thers, and all who are related to me by ties 
of blood or otherwife. I oe be- 
feech the Almighty to look with eyes of 
mercy upon my wife, my children, and 
my fifter, who have fuffered fo long with 
me ; that it will pleafe him to fupport them 
with his grace, if they fhould lofe me, and as 
Jong as theyremainon this perifhable earth. 

© I recommend my children to my wife ; 
I never doubted of her tendernefs tor them. 
I recommend her particularly to make them 
good Chriftians and worthy mewbers of 
fociety ; to teach them to look upon the 
grandeur of the world (if they are con- 
demne@ to experience it} as a dangerous 
and perifhable thing, and to turn their 
thoughts to eternity, as the only folid 
and durable glory. I requeft my tifter to 
continue her tendernefs for my children, 
and to fupply the place of a mother if they 
have the misfortune to lofe theirs. 

©I befeech my wife to forgive all the 
evils the fuffers for me, and all the uneafi- 
nefs I may have given her during the term 
of our union, as fhe may be fure that fhould 
fhe think fhe has any thing to reproach 
herfelf with, I can never think fo. 

* I warmly recommend to my children, 
after their duty to God, which muft take 
the lead of all things elfe, to be united a- 
mong themfelves ; to be fubmiffive and o- 
bedient to their mother, and grateful for all 
her care and folicitude for them: I defire 
them to look upon my fifter as a fecond 
mother. I recommend to my fon, if ever 
hehas the misfortane to become king, to 
devote himfelf to the good of his fellow ci- 
tizens ; to forget all hatred and refentment, 
and particularly every thing relative to my 
misfortunes and griefs; to recolleét that 
he can only further the welfare of the peo- 
fle by reigning according to the laws, but 
at the fame time to remember that a king 
cannot caufe the laws to be refpested, or 
do the good he may have in his heart, un- 
kefs he poflefies the neceflary authority ; 
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otherwife he is cramped in his operations, 
and, infpiring no refpect, he is more hurt- 
ful than ufeful. 

* I recommend to my fon to take care 
of all thofe who were attached to ine, as 
far as the circumftances he may be in may 
allow him ; to remember that it is a facred 
debt which I have contra&ted toward the 
children or relations of thofe who have 
perifhed for me, and who have become un- 
fortunate on my account. I know there 
are many who were attached to me, who 
have not condu&ted themfelves toward me 
as they ought, and who have even been 
guilty of ingratitude; but I forgive them 
(often in times of trouble and efferveicence 
we are not matters of ourfelves) ; and £ 
requeft my fon, if oecafion fhould offer, 
to recolleét their misfortunes only. 

€ T thould here with to teftify my ac- 
Knowledgments to thofe who have fhewn 
me a true and difinterefted attachment z 
if, on the one hand, I have been fenfibly 
affe&ted by the ingratitude and difloyalty 
of perfons to whom, or to their friends 
and relatives 1 did all tke good I ‘could, 
I have, on the other hand, had the con- 
fo'ation to fee the gratuitous at'achment 
and intereft of many, all of whom I re- 
queft, in the prefent fituation of things, 
to accept my fincere thanks. 

* I fear to endanger their fafety, were E 
to fpeak explicitly ; but I {pecially recom- 
mend it to my fon to eek opportunities to 
acknowledge their fervices. 

6 I fhould think, however, that I was 
caluminating the fentiments of the nation, 
were I not openly to recommend to my 
fon, Meffieurs de Chemilly and Hue, 
whofe true attachment to me induced thent 
to fhut themfelves up with me in this place 
of confinement, and who thought they 
might become victims for fo doing. E 
alfo recommend Clery to him, whofe care 
and attention I have every reafon to he fa- 
tisfied with ever fince he has been with me. 

* I freely pardon thofe who guarded me 
in fight, for the ill-treatment and reftraints 
they imagined they ought to thew me. E 
have found fome fenfible and compaffionate 
minds: May they have the heart-felt fa- 
tisfa&tion of enjoying that tranquillity to 
which their way of thinking juttly entitles 
them ! 

© I requeft Meff. Maleherbes, Tronchet, 
and Deieze, to accept my fincere thanks, 
and warmett expreffions of fenfibility, for 
all the care and trouble they have had on 
my account. (Signed) Louis.’ 


*.* The full Account given in this Number of the dreadful Catafrophe in Fra 
and the awful Proceedings anterior to it, will be a fiffictent Apology for pafponing ow 
Poetical Articles, Hiitcrical Chronicle, @c. till next Mouth. 
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